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BOOK X. 



CHAR L 



Gil Blasfets out for the AJlurias ; pdjfes through 
yiailadolidy where hs vijits bis old majler DoSlor 
Sangrado ; anil meets by accident^ with Signior 
Manuel Qrdonn€%^ direSior of the bofpital. 

WHILE I was getting ready for my depar- 
ture from Madrid, with Scipio, on my 
journey to the Atturias, Pope Paul the tirth named 
the Duke of Lerma to the cardinallhip. This Pope 
being defirous of eftablilhing the intjuifition in the 
kingdom of Naples, inveited fhat minil^er with 
the purple, that he might engage him to make 
King Philip confent to fuch a laudable dehgn. All 
thofe who were well acquainted witii this new 
Tnenrber pf the facred. college, thought, hke me, 
that the church had made a tine acquifition. ^ 

Seipio, who would rather have leen me in a 
triliiant poft at court, than buried in foUtude, ad- 
vilj^d me to prefeut myielf . before the Cardinal : 
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*' Perhaps (laid he) his eminence, feeing you out 
ofprifon by the king's order, will think it unne- 
Cv llhry to appear any longer irritated againft you, 
and take you into his fervire again." " Mr Scipio, 
('lUiUvered J) you feem to have forgot, that I ob- 
tained-i-ny liberty on condition that I iTiould quit 
t le two Caililes i:iimediately. Befides, do you 
th I'k me ah*eady difgufted with my caftle of Liri- 
(IS ? 1 have told you once, and now repeat it, that 
if the Duke of Lerma would reftore me to his 
^:ood t^vaces, and even offer me the place 6f Don 
ilourii^o de Calderona, I would refufe it. My re- 
fuluti'^n is taken. I will go in queft of my pa- 
rents at Oviedo, and retire with them to Valencia. 
j\i> tbr thee, my fi:iend, if thou repenteft of having 
joined thy fortune to mine, fpeak ; i am ready to 
giVQ thee one half of my money, and thou mayeft 
itay at Madrid, and pufh thy fortune as far as it 
will go." 

" How! (replied my fecretary, nettled at my 
words) can you fufpedl me of having any repug- 
nance to follow you to your retreat? My -zeal and 
attachment are injured by your fufpicion. What ! 
Scipid^ that faithful fervant, who, to fhare your af- 
iliclion, would have wilhngly pafled the remainder 
of his days with you in the tower of Segovia! 
ihall he feel any regret in accompanying you tq 
an abode that promifes him a thoufand pleafures ? 
No, no; I have no defire of diffuading you from 
yoiu- reiolution. I muft own I was a little mifchie- 
vous, when I advifed you to (hew yourfelf to the 
Duke of 'Lerma: I wanted to found you, that I 
might know if fome feeds of ambition did not ftiJl 
)einuin in your breaft. Well, then,lince you are 
fo much detached from pomp and grandeur, let us 
.abandon the court immediately, to go and enjoy 
iboic innocent and delicious pleafuces, of which 
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we have formed fuch charming ideas." We ac- 
tually fet out in a few days, mounted together in 
a chaife drawn by two good mules, and condufled 
by a young man, with whom 1 thought proper to 
augment my train. We lay the firft night at Al- 
cala de Henares, and the fecond at Segoviaj from 
whence (without ftriying to vifit the generous 
keeper Tordefillas) we got to Penafiel on the Du- 
ero; and next day to Valladohd *• ^ At light or 
this laft place, I could not hejp heaving aprofouud 
figh; and my companion, who perceived it, aik- 
ing the caufe, " Child, (laid I) I pradifed phyfi ; 
a long time in this city, and my confcience up- 
braids me with it this moment I Methinks all thj 
fick people whom I killed come, out of their 
tombs, and feem ready to tear me to pieces." 
*' What a fancy is this I (faid my fecretary) tail/ 
Signior Santillane, you are too good. Why Ihould 
you repent of having laboured in your vocation ? 
Obferve the oldell phyficians ; do they feel any 
fuch remorfe ? No, fure : they ftill go on m their 
old courft, with the utmoft tranquijiity, throwing 
the blame of all fatal accidents on nature, an. I 
claiming honour from every lucky event.*' 

" True, (faid 1) Doclor Sangnido, whofe method 
I faithfully followed, was a man of that charadter. 
Though he faw twenty people die under his 
hands, he was fo well convinced of the excelleace 
of bleeding in the arm, and plentiful draughts of 
warm water, which he called his two fpecitics in 
jail knds of diitempers, that inilead of fufpeclui.^' 



L> 



* Valladolid is one of the moft beautiful cities of Okl Ca- 
ftile, (iiuaied on the faiall rivti Efcueva, which divides it in 
two, aid o^^er which is a handfornc'ftone briJvy;; of leii or 
t^velve arches/ In this place is an univerllty, and no'i^fs tjiati 
hvtw y convents, one of which is the king's palace, vn/ 
much cmbellilhci by Philip the fourth* 
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his remedies, he believed that his patienfs died be-y 
caule they had not drank and been blooded e- 
noiigh.*' " Egad ! (cried Scipio, burlling into si 
l(>ud laugh) this muft be an incomparable per- 
i\m I" *' If thou hafl- any curiofity to fee and heag 
him, (faid I) thou mayell fatisfy it t»-rnbrrov« 
iDorning, provided Sangrado be ftill alive,, and at 
Valladolid, which I can fcarce believe, for be was 
very old when I left him, and that happened a 
good many years ago. 

Our firft care, when we arrived at our inn, was. 
to enquire about that Doftor, who we learned wa3 
not yet dead ; but being too old to vifit patients^ 
or move about, he had given place to three or four 
dcdtors, who had acquired reputation by a new 
method of pradice, which did not fucceed a whit 
better than his. We.refolved to ftay all next day 
at Valladolid, as w^ell to reil our horfes, as to vifit 
bignior Sangrado, to whofe houfe we repaired a- 
bout ten o'clock in the niorning, and found him 
fitting in an eafy chair, with a book in his hand. 
As focn as he perceived us, he got up, and coming 
towards me, with a firm ilep, confiderinj;J his age, 
which was feventy, aflced our bufinefs with him ? 
*' Ml Doftor, (faid 1 to him) don't you recoiled: 
me ? 1 have th;:: honour to be one of your difciples; 
Don't you remember a young man called Gil Bias, 
wbo formerly lived in your houfe, and w^s yout 
deputy?" *' What! is it you, Santillane ! (an^ 
fwtred he, embracing me) 1 fnouid not have 
known you again. 1 am, very glad to fee you. 
What hav^ you been doing lince you left me? 
You have doubtlefs pr^difed phylic all along." 
** I was indeed (faid 1) fufficiently inclined to that 
profeiiion, wliich however fome ftrong reafons have 
hinuered me fromtixercifing." 

to ir:uch the wbrfe, (replied Sa-Dgrado.) With 
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the ptinciples which you imbibed fr«m me, yo^ 
would have beeome aa expert phyficiaa, provided 
heaven had given you grace to preferve yourfelf 
from the dangerous love of Chemiftry. Ah my 
ion ! (continued he, with an air of forrow) what ^ 
change has happened in phyfic within thefe few 
years. That art is. robbed of all its honour and 
dignity. That art, which in all times hath regards 
ed th.* lite of man, is now a prey to raibnefs, pre* 
fumptlon, and imparities ; for their actions fpeak^ 
and in a little time, the very ftones will cry aloud 
againft the cabals ofthefc new praftitioners, Z«* 
pide^ clamabunt ! There are in this city, phyfici^ 
ans (or fuch as call themfelves lb) who are yoked 
to the triumphal car of antimony. Currtts tri^ 
umphalis antimonii. Truants from the fchool of 
Parcelfus, adorers of Kefyne}^ accidental curers, 
who make the whole fcience of medicine con fill in 
knowing how to prepare chemical drugs. What 
fliall I tell you ! every thing is turned topfy tur-.. 
vy in their method. Bleeding at the foot, tqr ex- 
ample, hitherto fo feldom pradifed, is now aim oil 
the only evacuation in ule. Thofc purgatives 
which were formerly gentle and benign, are now 
changed for emetics and Kermef. ^ The whole is 
a mere chaos, where each does what he thinks pro- 
per, tranfgrefling thofe bounds of order and faga- 
city which our ancient mailers had lo .wifely pre- 
fcribed,'' 

Whatever inclination I had to laugh at fuch a 
comical declamation,. 1 had power to refill it. I 
did more, I exclaimed againll Kennes, .without 
knowing what it was, and at a venture wiiheU 
-thofe wiio invented it at the deviL Scipio obier- 
ving that I made myfelf merry witn thisfcene, nad 
a mind to ad in it alio. *' Mr Dodlor, (laid he lo 
Sangrado) as I am grand nephew toa^nyliciau pf 
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the old fehool, give me leave to revolt with yoi 
againft chemical medicines. My late grand un- 
cle (reft his foul) was fuch a warm partizan of 
Hippocrates, that he often battled with quacks 
who fpoke difrefpedfully of that prince of phyfic 
True blood will always fhew itfelf : I would wil- 
lingly perform the office of executioner to. thofe 
ignorant innovators, of whom you complain with 
fuch eloquence and juftice. What diforder muft 
thefe wretches create in civil fociety !" 

** That diforder (replied the do6lor) is more ex- 
tenfive than you imagine. My having publifhed 
a book againft the robbers of medicine was of no 
ufe. On the contrary, the mifchief daily increafe*^:. 
The furgeons, mad with the ambition of adling as 
phyficians, think themfelves fufficiently qualified 
when there is nothing to be done but to give 
Kermes and emetics ; to which they add blooding 
•at the foot, according to their own fancy. They 
even proceed fo far, as to mix Kermes in apoxems 
and cordial potions; and fo they are on a par with 
your celebrated prefcribers. This contagion has 
fpread alfo among the cloifters. Tlicre are fome 
monks who a£l both as apothecaries and furgeons. 
Thofe apes of medicine, apply themfelves to che- 
miltry, and compofe pernicious drugs, with which 
they abridge the lives of their reverend fathers. In 
fine, there are more than fixty monafteries of men 
and women in Valladolid ; fo you may judge 
what ravage is mjide in them by Kermes, united 
with emetics and blooding in the foot." Signjor 
Sangrado, (faid 1) you have reafon to be incenfed 
againft thefe poiloners. I groan m concert with 
you, and ihare your alarms for the lives of man- 
kind, which are fo manifeilly threatened by a me-- 
thod fo difierent from yours i am very mucli a- 
' fraid that chemiftry will one day occafion the total 
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GIL BLAS. 13 

niin of phyfic : in t^ie fame manner as falfe mo- 
ney proves deftruftive to kingdoms. Heaven 
grant that the fatal day be not too near.'' 

At this part of our converfation, an old maid- 
fervant brought in for the dodor a little light 
bread on a falver, and a glafs with two bottles, one 
of which was tilled with water and the other with 
wine. After he had eaten a morlel of the bread, 
he took a draught of liquor in which indeed there 
were two thirds of water, but that did not fave him 
from the reproach which he gave me a handle to 
vent againit him. ** Ah, ah ! (iaid 1) Mr DoAor, 
have 1 caught you in the fad? You drink wine 
then I You who have always declared againit that 
liquor : You who, during three fourths of your life 
have drank nothing but water. How long have 
you aded fo incontinently with yourfelf? You 
can't excufe yourfelf on account of your age ; 
fince, in one part of your writings, ycu define old 
age a natural decay, that withers and confumes 
us ; and in confequence of that detinition, deplore 
the ignorance of thofe people who ftile wine the 
milk of old men. What therefore can you fay in 
your own juftification ?" 

** You declare war againft me very unjuflly, 
(replied the old phyfician.) Had 1 drank pure 
wine, you would have had fome reafon to look 
upon me as an unfaithful obferver of my own me- 
thod ; but you fee that my wine is very much di- 
luted.^* Another incontiftency, my dear mailer, 
(faid 1) don't you remember that you blamed the 
Canon Sediilo for drinking wine although it was 
mixed with a great deal of water. ^ Confefs freely 
that you are fenfible of your error, and that wine is 
not a fatal liquor, as you advanced in your works, 
provided it be drank with moderation." 

Thefe words perplexed the doftor, who coul J 
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14 THE ADVINTURKS OF 

not deny that he had forbid the ufe of wiijie in h*^ 
books, but fliame and vanity hindered him froia. 
owning that my reproach was juft, and he did not 
^ know what anfwer to make. To extricate him 
out of this dilemma, I Ihifted the difcourie ; and, 
in a moment after, took leave of him, exorting him 
to keep his ground dill againft the new puadkion- 
^rs, * Courage, Signior Sangrado, (faid 1 to him^ 
be indefatigable in decrying Kermes, and combat 
againft bleeding in the toot, without ceallng. If, 
in fpite of your xeal and phyfical orthodoxy, that 
empirical race fhould fucceed in ruining true dif- 
cipline, you will at leaft enjuy the confolation of 
having done your utmoft to maintain it." 

As my fecretary and I returned to the inn, con- 
verfing together about the diverting and original 
chara^er of the dodor, a man of about five and fifty 
or fixty years of age paffed us in the ftreet, walk- 
ing with his eyes fixed .upoii U^e ground, and » 
large rofary on his hand. I vievved him attentive- 
ly, and eafily recoUeiSted him to be Signior Ma- 
nuel Ordonnez, that pious diredor of the hofpital, 
of whom fuch honourable liiention is m^ue in the 
firft volume of my memoirs, I accofted him with 
great demoofirations of refpe6l> laying, " Health 
to the venerable and difcreet (Signior Manuel Or- 
donnez, the molt proper man in the world to ma- 
nage the poor's money." iVt theie words, he ey- 
ed me naripwly, and^pfw^red, that he remeipber- 
ed my featyr^s, bat cp^ld not recoiled the place 
where he had fe^n ipe, " I w^s often at your 
houfe f faid I) while you hgd in yoyr fiprvice a ^ricud 
of mine, called Fabricio Nunniez." " Ah I I re- 
member yoji now, (^nfwer(^d the diretSor, with a 
fatirical fmile) by this token^ that you were both 
arch lads, and pteyM together many incks of 
youth. Well, wh^t is befiQUie f^ pppr Fabrlcio ? 
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every time I think of him, I am uneafy about his 
circumftances." 

*' My motive (faid ly for taking the liberty of 
(lopping you in the ftreet, was to give you an ac- 
count of him. Fabricio is at Madrid, employed 4n 
compofing mifcellanies !" *' What do. you call 
raifcellanies ?" (anfwered he.) " That is, (faid I) 
he writes in profe and verfe. He compofes come- 
dies and romances : in a* wordy he is a young fel- 
low, of genius, and is very well received in the beft 
families." " But (faid the diredor) how ftands he 
with his banker?'* ** Not quite fo well, (anfwer- 
ed I as with people of faihiori : Between you and 
me, I believe he is as poor as Job." " O ! 1 don't 
at all doubt it, (cried Ordonnez) Let him make 
his court to noblemen as much he plcafes, his com- 
plaifance, flattery, and cringing, will bring ftill lefs 
into his pockets than his works. Remember, I prc- 
phefy, that you will one day fee him in the hofpi- 
tal." 

" That may very well be, I replied. Poetry 
has brought many a one to that cataftrophe. My 
friend Fabricio would have done much better, had 
he remained with your worfhip. He would by 
this time have rolled upon gold." ** At leaft, he 
would have been in very eafy circumftances, faid 
Manuel. I had a regard for him, and would have, 
by railing him from port: to port, procured a foiid 
fettlement for him in the hofpital, had he not been 
whinifical enough to fet up for a wit. He com- 
pofed a comedy, which was aded by the players of 
this city : the piece fucceeded ; and from that 
moment his head turned. He believed himfelf 
another Lope de Vega ; and preferring the fmoke 
of pubhc applaufe to the real advantages which 
my friendfhip prepared for him, demanded his 
dilmi^on. 1 remonftrated in vain, that he wa? 
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going to quit the fubftance and run after the flia- 
'dow. I could not detain this madman, who waS 
aduated with the fury of writing. He did not 
know his own intereft, added he. The young man 
who fucceeded him in my fervice is a living proof 
of this. Having more judgment and lefs under- 
flanding'than Fabricio, he apphed himfelf wholly 
to the execution of his commiffions, and ftudied to 
pleafe me. Accordingly^ I have promoted him 
as he deferved, and he now actually enjoys two 
employments at the hofpital, the lead of which is 
more than fufficient to maintain an honeft man, 
encumbered with a large family." 



CHAP. II. 



Gil Bias continues Ins journey^ and arrives fafeJy at 
Oviado. The condition in which he found his pa- 
rents. The death of his father ^ and the confe- 
quences thereof. 

FROM Valladolid, we got in four days to Ovie- 
do, without meeting with any bad accident on 
the road, notwithftanding the proverb, which fays, 
that robbers fmell the money of travellers afar off. 
We Ihould have been, however, a pretty good 
booty ; and two inhabitants of the cavern would 
have been fufBcient to carry off our doubloons 
with eafe ; for I had not learned to grow valiant 
at court, and Bertrand, my Moco de Mulas *, did 
not feem of a humour to die in defence of his tna- 
Iter's purfe: Scipio was the only He6tor among us. 
It being night when we arrived in town, we 
went to lodge at an inn hard by the houfe of my 
uncle the Canon Gil Perez. I was willing to un- 

* Moco dc. Mulas, a mule driver. * 
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dierftand the fituation of my parents, before I 
fhould appear as their fon ; and for this piece of 
information I could not apply to a more proper 
perfon than my landlord or his wife, who I knew 
to be .people who were very well aqquamted with 
the affairs of their neighbours. In effed the land- 
tord, after having eyed me with attention, recol-. 
l«6ling my.face, cried, " By St Antonio de Padua! 
this is the fon of honeft U(her Bias of Santillane." 
*' Yes truly, (faid his wife) it is he indeed ! he is a 
very little altered : it is the fame little brifk Gil 
Bias, who had always more fpirit in his heart thaa 
beef on his bones. I think 1 fee him ftill comin^^ 
to this houfe, with his bottle, for wine to his uncle's 
fupper." 

" Madam, (faid 1} you have a very happy me- 
mory : but pray tell me news of my family ; my 
father and mother are, doubtlefs, in no very ap*ree- 
able fituation.'* " That is but too true, (replied 
the landlady) how bad foever you may think their 
condition is, you cannot conceive them more di- 
ftreffed than they are. Gil Perez, honeft man, 
has loft the ufe of one half of his body, by the 
paliy ; and, in all appearance, cannot laft long : 
your father who has hved of late with the canon, 
has got a defluxion in his breaft, or rather is, at 
this moment, in the agonies of death ; and your 
mother, tho' far from being well, is obliged to ferve. 
as a nurfe to both." 

On this report, which made me feel that I was 
a fon, I left Bertrand with my equipage at the inn ; 
and, attended by my fecretary, who would not 
quit me, repaired to my uncle's houfe. "As foon 
as I appeared before my mother, an emotion which 
I caufed in her, fignitied my prefence, before her 
eyes had diftinguilhed my features. " Son, (faid 
faid ftie with fi mela'ncholv air, after fhe had em 
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braced me} come and fee your father breathe his 
laft : you are come time enough to be ftruck with' 
that cruel fpeftacle/' So faying, ftie carried me 
into a chamber, where the unfortunate Bias of 
Santillane, lying on a bed that too well denoted 
the poverty of an uftier, drew near his exit, 
Tho' he was environed by the ihades of death, 
his fenfes had not quite forfaken him. " My dear 
friend, (laid my mother to him) here is your fon 
Gil Bias, who begs your forgivenefs for the for- 
rows he has occafioned, and afks your bleffing." 
At thefe words, my father opening his eyes, which 
death had began to clofe, fixed ihem upon me ; 
and obferving, in fpite of his own lamentable con- 
dition, that I was very much afTededwith the.lofs 
of hii?i, feemed moved at my grief, ajid attempted 
to fpeak ; but had not ftf ength enough to utter 
one word. { took hold ^f one of his hands ; and 
while I bathed it with my tears, unable to pro- 
nounce a fyllable, he exphred, as if he had waited 
for my arrival, before he would breathe his laft. 

My mother was too wdl prepared for his death 
to be immoderately afflidted at it j and I was, per- 
haps, more grieved than Ihe, although my father 
had never given me the leaft mark of friendfhip 
in his lite. My being his fon was a fufEcient 
caufe for me to lament him ; bcfides, J upbraided 
myfelf for not having affifted him in his diftrefs : 
and when I refleded on my hard-heartednels, 
looked ]upon myfelf as a monfter of ingratitude, or 
rather as a downright parricide. My uncle, whom 
I afterwards beheld ftretched on a truckle bed, 
and in a miferable Condition^ made me feel freih 
remorfe. Unnatural fon ! (faid I to myfelf) coil- 
template, for thy punilhment, / the mifery of thy 
parents. If thou hadft given them a finall fhare 
of the fuperfluity which was in thy poffeffion be- 
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fore thou waft imprifoned, they would have en- 
joyed conveniences which the revenue of the pre- 
bend could not aflTord ; and, perhaps, thou wouldft 
have prolonged the life of thy father." 

The unfortunate Gil Perez was become a child 
again, having loft both his m'tnory and judgment. 
In vain did 1 prefs him in my arms, with marks of 
real affeftiori ; he feemed infenfible of what I did. 
When my mother told him, that I was his ne-. 
phew Gil Bias, he looked at me with an unmean- 
ing eye, and made nd anfwer. Tho' blood and 
gratitude had not obliged me to lament an uncle 
to whom I owed fo much, I could not have be- 
held him in a condition fo worthy of pity, with- 
out feeling the emotions of compaffion. 

All this time Scipio remained in a melancholy 
filence^ partook of my affliftion, and, through 
menamip, mingled bis fighs with mine. As t 
^roncluded that my mother, after fuch a long ab.-. 
fence, wanted to converfe with me ; and that Ihe 
might bcHineafy at the prefence of a ipan whom 
fhe did not know, I took him afide, and faid, " Go, 
my child go, and repofe thyfelf at the inn ; and 
leave me here with my mother, who perhaps will 
think thee one too many in a converfation that 
will wholly turn on family affairs." Scipio, rather 
than put us under any conftraint, retired : and I 
a6tually difcourfed with my mother the beft pari 
of the night. We gave one another a faithful ac- 
count of what had happened to us lince my de- 
parture from Oviedo: Ihe was minute in the dc^ 
tail of thofe mortifications flie had fuffered in the 
femilies where {he had been duenna, and told me 
an infinite number of things on that fubjecl, which 
I was glad my fecretary did not hear, though he 
was entrufted with all my fecrets. With all the 
rcfpedl that I owe to the m^oitory of a m^lher, I 
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inufl: own that the good lady was a little prolix ^ 
)ier narrations ; and Ihe would have fpared m^ 
tliree fourths of her hiftory had flie fupprefled all 
the trivial circumflances of it : Ihe concluded at 
length, and I began mine. I pafled lightly oyer 
;ill'niy adventures; but when I came to the vifit 
which I received at Madrid from the fon of Bcr- 
trand Mufcado the grocer of Ovicdo, 1 enlarged 
upon that article : " I own, (faid 1 to my mother) 
^ gave that young man a very bad reception ; 
who, to be revenged, has, doubtlefs, drawn a very 
trightful pidure of me." " In that he did not 
ikil, anfwered ihe : he told us that he found you 
lb proud of the favour of the prime minifter, that 
you fcarce deigned to recoiled him ; and when 
}.e flcfcribed our dillrefs, heard him with the ut- 
i-iiofl^ indifierence. A. s parents (added fhe) always 
i*-*--^'!V*ttr to ^ind excufes for the behaviour of 
their children, we could not believe that you had 
liich a bad heart : your arrival at Oviedo juftifies 
our good opinion t)f you, and your prefent forrow 
confirms your apology." 

. '* You judge too favourably of me, I replied ; 
there is a great deal of truth in young Mufcado's 
report. A^^hen Jie^^ifited me, 1 w^as wholly en- 
groilcd by the ^are of making my fortune; and 
the ambitidn ;rHat poflefled me would not permit 
nie to thmk of my parents. It mull not therefore 
be wondered at, if, in this difpofition, 1 gave an un- 
vi elcome reception to a man, who, accofting me 
rudely, told me in a brutal manner, that, hearing 
1 was rlchsr than a Jew, he came to advife me to 
lend you Ibme money, of which you ftood in great 
need : he even reproached * my indifference- for 
ray family in very indecent terms. 1 was Ihocked 
at his freedom; and lofing patience, puftied him 
by the ftioulders out of i^uy clofet. 1 own 1 was 
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to blame in this rentounter : I ought to have re- 
fleded, that it was not your fault, if the grocer 
wanted manners; and that his advice was never 
the worfe for its being brutally delivered. 

" This was what I reprefented to myfelf imme- 
diately after I had fent Mufcado about his bufi- 
nefs. My blood fpoke in your behalf; I recalled 
all my duty to my parents; and bliifliing for 
ihame for having performed it fo ill, felt remorfe, 
which, neverthelefs, can do me no honour with 
you, becaufe it was foon ftifled by avarice and am- 
bition : but having been afterwards imprifoned, by 
the king's order, in the tower of Segovia, I fell 
dangeroufly ill, and that happy diftemper hath re- 
ftored your fon to you : yes, it was my difeafe and 
in^prifonment that made nature refume all her 
rights, and entirely detached me from court. I 
^ow thirft after folitude : and my fole naotive for 
coming to the Afturias was to entreat you to fliare 
with mc the fweets of a retired Kfe. if you don't 
refufe my requeft, I will conduft you to an eftate 
which I have in the kingdom of Valencia, where 
we Ihall live at our eafe. You may believe, I in- 
tended to carry ray father thither alfo; but fince 
Heaven hath ordained it otherwife, let me have 
the fatisfadion of enjoying my mbtherV company, 
and of making amends to her for iny paft neglecSk, 
by all imaginable care." *' I am Very much obli- 
ged to your laudable intention, (faid my mother) 
and would go without hefitation, if I faw no/ob- 
jedionsin the cafe; but I will not leave my bro- 
ther, your uncle, in this deplorable condition: and 
I am fo niuch ufed to this country, that I cannot 
now quit it. However, as the thing defeirvres due 
confideration, I will think of it at leifure: let us 
at prefent take care qi your father's funeral/' 
** That (faid I) fliall be ordered by the young man 
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whom you Hiw along with mc : he is my fecreta- 
ry, and has fuch a zeal and underftanding, that we 
may depend upon his care." 

Scarce had I pronounced thefe words, when 
Scipio returned, it being already day ; and afking 
it we had any occafion for his fervice in our per- 
plexi^, I told him that he came very fcafonably 
to receive an important order which I had to give. 
When he knew what the bufinefs was, " Enough, 
(faid he) 1 have already contrived the whole cere- 
mony, and you may truft to my difcretion." *' Be- 
ware (faid my mother) of making a pompous bu- 
rial: it cannot be too modeft for my hufl3and, 
whom all the town knew to be a very indigent 
ufher." •' Madam (replied Scipio) had he been 
ftill more needy than he was, 1 would not abate 
two farthings of the expence : for in this I regard 
my mafter only ; he has been the duke of Lerma's 
favourite ; and his father ought to be nobly inter- 
red." 

I approved of my fecretary*s defign, and even 
defired him to fpare no coft : the remains, of vani- 
ty, which I ftill preferved, broke out on this occa- 
iion r 1 flattered myfelf, that in being at great ex- 
pence upon a father who left me no inheritance, I 
ihould make the world admire my generous beha- 
viour. My mother, for her part, whatever modefty 
fhe aflfefted, wa$ not ill plcafed to fee her hulband 
buried in fplendor. We therefore gave a charte 
blanche to Seipio, who, without lofs of time^ took 
all neceflary mcafures for a fuperb funeraL 

He fucceeded but too well ; and performed fuch 
magnificent obfequies, that he brought the whole- 
city and fuburbs on: my back ;^ all the inhabitants 
of Oviedo, from the higlieft ta the loweft, being- 
Ihockcd at my oftentation. ** This minifter ^aid 
one} is in a great hurry to lay out jponey on his 
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father's interment; but he was in none to main- 
tain him." " He would have done better (faid an- 
other) had he fuccoured his father while he was 
alive, than to honour him fo much, now that he 
was dead." In fhort, reproaches were not fpared ; 
every one had a fling at nie : but they did not Hop 
h6re ; they infulted Scipio, Bertrand, and me, as 
we came out of the church, loaded us with revi- 
lings, and hooted us as we walked along, and con- 
duced Bertrand to the inn with a fhower of ftones. 

To difpcrfe the mob that was gathered before 
ray uncle's houfe, there was a neceflity for my 
mother's fhewing herfelf, and declaring that fhe 
was perfedlly well fatisfied with my condudl. Some 
ran to the pubhc-houfe, in order to demolifti my 
chaife ; and this they certainly would have done, 
if the landlord and his wife had not found means 
to appeafe their fury, and diffuade them from 
their defign. 

All thefe affronts, which were the efFefts of the 
young grocer's report of me through the city, in- 
fpired me with fuch averlion for my townfmen, 
that I determined fpeedily to leave Oviedo, where, 
otherwife, I (hould perhaps have ftaid a good 
while. This I plainly told my mother, who being 
very much mortified at the reception with which 
the people hadTegaled me, did not oppofe my de- 
parture. What remained now, was to know how 
I (hould difpofe of her. — " Mother, (faid I) fince 
ray uncle wants your affiftance, I will not prefs you 
to go along with me at prefent ; but as in all ap- 
pearance he has not long to live, youitiull proinlfe 
to come to my eftate immediately after his de^ 
ceafe." 

" I wiH make no fuch promife, (anfwered my 
JnotheB) being refolved to pafs the reft of my days 
p the A.uftiu:ias, in perfect independence." " Will 
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not you always (faid I) be miftrefe in my houfc ?" 
" I don't know that : (fhe refumed) you may faH 
in love with feme young girl, and marry her ; then 
I fhall be her mother-in-law ; confequently w^ 

cannot live together.**. ^** You forefee misfor* 

tune (faid I) at too great a diftance : I have rw in* 
tention to marry ; but if the fancy fhould ftrike 
me, depend uport it, I will oblige my wife to be 
implicitly fubmiffive to your will. *' That is pro- 
railing too much, (refumed my mother) I ftiould 
^antfecurity for my bondfman; and would not 
even fwear, that, in our difputes, you Would not 
take the part of your wife rather than^mine, how 
far Ibever fhe might be in the WEpng." 

** You talk reafonably. Madam, (cried my fc- 
cretary, joining in the converfation) I am of your 
opinion, that fubmiffive daughters-in-law are \trj 
rare. In the mean time, to accommodate matters 
between you and my matter, fince you are abfo- 
lutely refolved to live in the Aufturias, and he jo 
the kingdom of Valencia, he mutt grant you an 
allowance of one hundred piftoles, which I Ihall 
bring hither every year. By thefe means, the mo- 
ther and fon will live very happy at the diftance 
of two hundred leagues from one another." The 
parties concerned approved of the propofal: I 
paid the firft year's annuity pier advance, and quit- 
ted Oviedo next morning before break of day, 
that I might not be treated by the populous like 
another St Stephen. Such was the reception I 
met with in my own country. An excellent leflbn 
for thofe people of the common rank, who after 
having got a fortune abroad, return to the place 
of their nativity, and affedt the gentleman of im- 
portance. 
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CHAP. III. 

Gil Bias departs for the kingdom of Valencia, and at 
length arrives at Lirias. A dejcription of his 
boufe. His reception ; with an account of the- 
people he found there. 

WE took the road to Leon, then to Valen- 
cia ; and continuing our journey, by fmall' 
ftages, in ten days arrived at the city of Segorba : 
from whence, next morning, we repaired to my 
eftate, which is but three leagues diftant from it. 
As we drew near this place, my fecretary obferved 
with great attention all the country feats that pre- 
fented themfelves to his view, on the right and 
left : and when he perceived one of a grand ap- 
pearance, he always pointed TO it with liia finger, 
and faid, *' I wifh that was our retreat." " I don't 
know, friend, (faid I to him) what idea thou haft 
formed of our habitation, but if .you imagine that 
it is a magnificent houfe, like that on fome great 
nobleman's eftate, I tell you beforehand^ that you 
are furioufly miftaken. If thou haft not a mind to 
be the dupe of tliy own imagination, reprefent to 
thyfclf the fmall houfe which Horace enjoyed in 
the country of the Sabines, near the Tyber, and 
which he received in a prefent from Maecenas.'* 
*' Then I muft expedt to fee a cottage!" cried 
Scipio. " Remember, (I repUed) that I have always 
given you a very modeft defcriptipn of it ; and this 
moment, thou mayeft thyfelf judge whether or not 
I am a faithful painter. Gaft thy eyes towards the 
Guadalaviar, and obferve on its banks, hard by 
that fmall hamlet, the houfe confifting of four ht- 
tie pavillions ; that is my caftle." " How the de- 
vil I (faid my fecretary, with furprife) that houfe 
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is a pcrfedl jewel! Befides the noble air that thofe 
pavillions give it, it is extremely well built, and 
furrounded by a more charming country than even 
the neighbourhood of Seville, which is called by a 
way of excellence, the terreflrial Paradife. Had 
we chofen our abode, it could not have been more 
to my tafte ; a river waters it with its ftream, and 
a thick wood lends it Ihade, when we are inclined 
to^ walk m the middle of the day. What an amia- 
bic folitude this is : Ah, my dear mafter, in all ap- 
pearance we fhall not quit this place in a hurry.** 
" 1 am overjoyed, (anfwered I) that thou art fo 
well fatisfied with our afylum, which is more agree* 
able ftill than you imagine." Converfing in thfe 
manner, we approached the houfe, the gate of 
which was thrown open, as foon as Scipio fignified 
that it was Signiot Gil Bias de Santiliane, who 
came to take poiTeliion of his caftle. At that 
name, fo refpefted by thofe who heard it pronoun- 
ced, my chaife was admitted into a large cx)urt, 
where I alighted : then leaning on Scipio, and ta- 
king ftate upon myfclf, I went into a hall, where 
1 was fcarce arrived, when feven or eight fervants 
appeared. They faid they came to prefent tlieir 
homage to their new mafter; that Don Caefar and 
Don Alphonfo de Leyva had chofen them for my 
fervice ; one in quality of cook, another as cook's 
affiftant, a third as fcullion, a fourth as porter, and 
the reft as lacqueys, with orders to receive no mo- 
ney from tnc ; thefe two noblemen intending to 
defray all the expence of my houfekeeping: Ma- 
fter Joachin the cook, who was the principal, and 
fpokefman of thefe domeftics, gave me to under- 
ftand that he had laid in a large ftock of the bed 
wines in Spain ; and told me, that as to eating, he 
hoped a young fellow,, like him, who had been 
cook fix years to the archbiftiop of Valencia,, moil 
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know how to compofe ragouts that wonld tickle 
my palate. " I will Tadded he) fall prefently to 
work, and produce a lample of my ikill. Take a 
walk, Signior, while dinner is getting ready ; vifit 
your caftle, and fee if it be in a habitable condi- 
tion." 

I leave the reader to judge whether or not I ne- 
glcded this vifit ; and Scipio, ftill more curious 
than I, dragged me from room to room. We fur- 
veyed the wtiole houfe from top to bottom ; the 
leaft corner, (as we imagined) did liot efcape our 
intcrefted curiofity : and 1 had every where occa- 
fion to admire the bounty of Don Caefar and his 
fon. Among other things, I was ftruck with the 
appearance of two apartments, which were as well 
furniflaed as they poffibly could be without mag- 
mfioeace ; one of them was hung with arras 
tapeftry, and had in it a bed and chairs of velvet, 
ftill yery handfome, though made while the Moors 
poffcffed the kingdom of Valencia.' The furniture 
of the other was in the fame tafte, confiding of 
hangings made of old yellow Genoa damalk, with . 
^ bed and elbow chairs of the fame ftufF, adorned 
with fringes of blue filk. All thejfe efFeds, which 
would have been little valued in an inventory, ap- 
peared there very confiderable. After having tho- 
i:oughly eicamined every thing, my fecretary and I 
returned to the hall, where the cloth was laid with 
two covers. We fat down at table, aad in a mo- 
ment was brought in an oUa podrida^ fo delicbus 
that we pitied the archbiftiop of Valencia for ha- 
ving loll the cook that compofed it. At every 
morfel we ate, my new lacqueys prefented to us 
large glafles filled to the brims with wine of a mod 
exquifite reUfti. Scipio not daring to (hew before 
them the interior fatisfadion that he felt, expref- 
fed himfelf to me by eloquent looks ; aiid I gave 
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him to underftand, by the fame language, that I 
was as well fatisfied as he. A diili of roaft meat, 
compofed of two fat quails, which flanked a leve- 
ret of an admirable Jumet^ made us quit the olio, 
and finifli our rcpaft. When we had eaten like 
two gormandizers, and, drank in proportion, we 
got up from table, and walked into the garden, to 
enjoy a voluptuous^g/?^? *, in fome cool agreeable 
place. 

If my fecretary feemed hitherto fatisfied with 
what he had feen, he was ftill more fo when he be- 
held the garden, which he thought comparable 
even to that of the Efcurial. It is true, Don Ca^far, 
who came frequently to Lirias, took pleafure in 
having it cultivated and embellilhed : the walks 
well gravelled, and bordered with orange trees, a 
great bafon of white marble, in the middle of which 
a brazen Hon vomited out great guflies of water, 
the beauty of the flowers, the variety of fruits, all 
thefe objedls raviflied Scipio; but he was in a par- 
ticular n^anner enchanted with a long walk that 
led by a gentle defcent all the way to a farmer's 
houfer, and was fliaded by the interwoven boughs 
of the trees planted on each fide. Here we ftopt 
to make the eulogium of a place fo proper for an 
afylum againft the heat of the day ; and fitting 
down at the root of a young elm, fleep eafily fur- 
prifcd two merry boys, who had juft made fuch a 
good dinner. 

Two hours after, we fl:arted up, awakened by 
the noife of feveral fliot, which feemed fo near, 
that we were frightened. We got up in a hurry, 
and repaired to the farmer^s houfe, where we 
found eight or ten peafants, all inhabitants of-^he 

haflal«, 

* S'lejla literally iignifies the heat of the day, from* aooa 
forwards ; but is here ufed to exprefs the afternoon's "^^P-s cn- 
juyed every day by the inhabitants of hot climates. 
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tamlct, who had fcoured and fired their fuzils, to 
celebrate my arrival, of which they had got notice. 
The greateft part of them knew noe, having feeii 
me more than once at the caftle, in the exercife 
of my ftewardfliip. They no fooner perceived me, 
than they cried all together, '* Long life to our 
new mailer, who is welcome to Lirias/^ Then they^ 
loaded their pieces, and regaled me with a general 
difcharge. I received them as courteoully as I 
could ; prelerving my gravity, however, thinking 
it improper to be too familiar wdth them. I aflured 
them of my protedien, left twenty piftoles among 
them ; and this, I believe, they did not look upon 
as the moft difagreeable part of my behaviour. 
1 afterwards left them at liberty to fpend more 
powder, and retired with tny fecretary into the 
wood, where we ftrolled about . till night, without 
being tired with b%h^ing the gjroves ; fo charm- 
ing is the firft view of a new poffeffion. 

The cookj his alliftant, and fcallion, were not 
idle in the mean time; they were bufy in prepa- 
ring a repaft, even fuperior to tliat which we had 
eaten ; and we were actually aftonifhed, when re* 
turning into the fame hall where we had dined, 
we law them place *»peii the tabk a di fti of roafted 
partridges, with a oive * of rabbit on one lide; and 
on the other a capon in ragout. ITie next courfe 
of dainties confifted of pig's ears, pickled chicks, 
and* cream -chocolate. We drank plentifully of 
Lucena, and feveral forts of excellent wine, and 
when we found we could drink no more without 
cxpoling our iiealths, w^e thought of going to bed. 
Then my lacqueys, taking lights condudled me to 
the beil apairtment, w^here they werfe very cfEci- 
ous in undreffing me; but when they gave me 
^^y gown and ni^ht cap, I difmilTed them ; lay- 
VoL. IV.' C ing, 

* A otve k a faucc made of the entrails of^ hare or iaLb»t. 
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ing, with a magifterial air, " Leave me, gentle-^ 
men ; I have no further occafion for you to-night." 
I fent them all away; and keeping Scipio for « 
little converfation, aflced what he thought of the 
treatment I received by order of .the nobleman of 
•Leyva. " In faith, (anfwered he^ I think yon 
can't be treated better.; I only wim that this may 
laft." — '' I entertain no Aich wifti, I replied ; it ill 
becomes me to let my ibenefadprs be at fuch an 
cxpence on my account; this were to abufe tbcit 
^enerofity ; beftdes, I can't put up with fervantt 
who are t>aid by another^ 4 ihould jiot believe 
myfelf in my own houfc Neither ami come hi- 
ther to live in a buftle ; we have no occalion for 
fuch a great number of domeftics.; we want 00 
more than JSertrand, a cook, a fcullion, and lac 
quey."— Although my fecretary would not have 
been forry to live always at the cxpence of tk* 
governor of Valencia, he did not opp(/e my deli* 
cacy in this affair; but conforming himfeif to ray 
fentiments, approved of the reform I intended 4o 
make. This being determined, he left me, and re* 
tired into his own apartment. 



CHAP. IV. 



He departs for Vdlendia^ io vijit the n6lilemeni>f Le^ 
va. His converfation ivith.themy and the kitid re* 
ception be met with from Serapbina. 

Y UNDRESSED, and went to %ed; where, feel- 
I ing no inclination to lleep, I abandonded my- 
felf to refledion. I reprefented to myfelf the 
friendftiip with which the noblemen of Ley va re- 
paid my attachment to them; and, penetrated 
tvith thofe new marks of their affedion, refolved to 
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go, the very next 4ay, and fatisfjrtfcc longing im- 
patience r had of feeing and thanking the'm for 
their favours, I likewife enjoyed, by anticipation, 
the pleafure of feeing Seraphina again; but that 
pleafure vras not pure.- I could not, without unea- 
fincfs, confider, that I muft at the fame time, fup* 
port the looks of Dame Lorenxa Sephora, who, par- 
haps, remembering the adventure of tlie do v on 
the eaaf, would not be overjoyed at fight of nie^ 
latigiied' with all thefe different ideas, I ^t length. 
fell afleep, and did not wake till after fun-rife. 

I was fooii^-foot; and wholly engrofled by ray 
intended journey, drcffed myfelf in a hurry. Juft 
as I had- done adjufting myfelf, my fecretary co- 
ming: into my chamber, " Scipio, (faid 1) you fee 
mc ready to fet out for Valencia; I cannot make 
too much hafte.in going to falute the nobleman to 
^om I owe my fiiiall fortune ;. every moment 
tiiat 1 delay to acquit myfelf of this duty, ieems to 
accufe me of ingratitude. As for thee, my friend; 
I difpenfe with thy attendance; ft ay here in my 
8bfe:iioe, and Twill come back to tkee in eigiit 
days." " Go Sir, (he replied) pay your.refpe<'lss to 
Bon Alphonfg and his father, who feem fo feniibie 
of your zeal, and grateful for the fervices you. have 
^fime them: perfonsof quality of that charader,, 
are fo rare that they cannot be too much efteem- 
^i>!\ I ordered Bert rand to get ready for our.de- 
pasture; and. while he yqked the mules, 1 drank, 
my chocolate; xk^o 1 got into my chuife^ aftex ha- 
ving laid injun(9ion8 upon my people to regard my 
fecjretary^as my^other felfi ap4 to follow his orc^i:^ 
^f tbey wf^ my own. 'a; 

•*i4 arrived at ViiJ^ncia inlefsthan four hours, ana 
g^ipg ftraight ,to the governpyfs ftables, there ^- 
lighted, ieft -niy equipage, and^^vas ponduded to 
the apartment of that noblem^, who was then 
C2 o,,t,zed.vGoogi with. 
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with his father Don Csefar. I opened* the door; 
and entering without ceremony,, aceofted them m 
thefe words : ^* It does not beccmie valets to fend 
in their names to their maftersr here*rs one of your 
old ferrants come to pay his relpe<5ls."' So faying, 
I would hare kneeled before them ; hut they hin- 
dered me from fo doing, and embraced me, one 
after another, with all the expreffions of genuine 
afFeftion. '* W^ll, my dear Santillane, (faid Don 
Alphonfo)- have you been at Lirias to take pofief- 
fion of your eftate?" " Yes, Signiop, (I replied) 
and I hope you will give me leave to reftore it.** 
** For what reafon? (faid he) Is there any thing 
difagreeable about it, that gives you difguft?** 
" Not in itfelf I refumed : on the contrary, I am 
enchanted with it. All that difpleafes me in it is, 
to fee cooks of an archbilliop, with three times 
more fervants than I want; which only ferve tof 
put you to an expence equally ufekfs and conii- 
derable." 

*' li\ (faid Don Caefar) you had accepted the an- 
r>'{\\ty of two thoufand ducats which we oferedat 
MtidAi, we fliould have been contented with gi- 
ving you the houfe furniflied as it is; but you 
km^w'^ou refufed the penfion ; and we thought 
we could do no lefs than make you fome other re- 
compence." "This is too much, 1 replied : 'youjf 
gefterofity ought to have httn confined to the^re- 
lent of the eftate, which is eitough to crown my 
wifti^s. But, exclufive of youri:oft in maintaining 
fo Hiftny people, at a great expttice, I declaareithat 
thefe people incommode and plague! me. In a 
word, my lords, take back your eftate, or ^1^' me 
to f^njoy it according to my own defir«f^ - 1 pro*, 
n^uneed thefe laft ^ords with fuch a de£ermin«i 
air, that the father and Ion, who did not at all im^ 
tend to lay me under any conftraint, promifed, at 
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fen^rth^ that I fliould li^re as I pleafed'in itiy^ owit 
houfew 

• J thanked theip for having granted me that li^ 
berty^ i^thout which I could not be happy; when 
Don Alphonfo interrupted me, faying, " j\iy dear 
Gil Bias, I will i^f roduce you to a lady who will be 
ovepjoy^d-tOjfQe. you/' With thefe words, he took 
me by the hand^and led me into the apartment of 
Semphina, who fcreamed with joy when Ihe faw 
me." ** Madam, (faid the governor),! beheve the- 
arrival of pur friend Santdlane at Valencia is as 
agreeable to you as to me." " That is what he 
ought to be convinced of, anfwered flie ; time has 
not made ipe lofe the remembrance of the fervice 
b« did me ; and lo the gratitude I myfelf owe 
him, I add that which! ought to have on yoiir ac- 
eount/' ! told the lady governefs, that ! was but too 
Well requited for the danger ! had Iharfed with her 
deliverers, inexpofing my life for her fdke. After 
many mutual compliments, Don Alphonfo brought 
mj? back' from SersiphinaV apartment; and we re- 
pined Don Gasfer, whom we found in a hall with 
fcvcral per£bn8 of quality, who ^ame there to 
dinner^ 

A:lli thefe gpntlfemen. faluted me with great po- 
Utenefs ;. and we re the more civil to me, becaufe 
Oon Csc&r had told them, that ! was once one of 
the Duke of I^rma^ pi^incipal fecretaries. Per- 
haps, likewife, the greateft part o4 them knew it 
was by my- credit that Don Alphonfo had obtain- 
^the-government of Valencia; for every thing is 
llnown. Be that as it will, when we were at table^ 
the new cardinal was the whole fubjedt of the dif- 
eourfe. Some gave, or afFe€kd to give, him great 
commendations; while ethers feafoned their pr^e 
with fome fevere fnee!:.«. 

from hence I concluded, that they wanted I 
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Ihould enlarge upon his eminence, and make them 
merry at his expence. I had fome inclination t© 
difclofe mj fentiments of him : but I retrained 
my tongue : and this filence made me pafs, in the 
opinion of the company, for a man of great dif- 
cretion. 

After dinner, the giiefts retired to take tbek 
fieftas at their own homes: Don Caefar and his fon 
feixed with the fame defire, fhut themfelves up in 
their apartments: and I, impatient to fee the city, 
the beauty of which I had heard foi much extol- 
led, went out of the governor's palace, with a de- 
fign to ftroU through the ftreets. At the gate I 
met a man, who accofted me in thefe words ji 
** Signior de Santilkne, give me leave ta falutc 
you." When I alked who he was, ♦* I 'am no\r 
(faidhe) Don Csefar's valet de chambre; but was 
one of his lacqueys, while you was his fteward: I 
made my court to yoa every morning, becaufe 
you was very kind to me : and J informed you ci 
every thing in the houfe. Don't you remember^ 
that I one day gave you notice, that the furgedix. 
of the village of l^yva was privately admitted in- 
to the chamber of dame Lorenza Sephofd?" *Sl 
have not forgot, I replied: but a-propos, what is 
become of that duenna ?** '* Alas ! (faid he) after 
your departure, the poor creature pined away and 
died, more regretted by Seraphina than by Don 
Alphonfo, who feemed very little afliidedat her 
death.'^ 

Don Caefar's valet de chambre^ having thus in- 
formed me of Sephora's melancholy end, n\ade an 
apology for having ftopt me ; and I contmued my 
walk, fighing at the remembrance of th^t unfor^ 
tunate duenna, and lamenting her fate, which I 
imputed to myfelf^ without confi^dering, that it 

was 
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was more owing to her own cancer, than to my 
cruelty. 

I obferved, with pleafure,; all that was worth fee- 
ing in this €ity ^ the marble palace of the archbi- 
ihop aigreeably entertained my view, as well as the 
fine porticos of the exchange: but a large houfe 
which I difcerned at a diftance, and which I faw a 
great number of people enter, attradc4 my atten- 
tion. I approached it in order to know the reafon 
of fuch a great concourfe of men and Women; 
and was foon fatisfied, when I read the(e words 
written in golden letters on a ftone of black mar-- 
ble placed oicer the giite, * La pofada de los repre- 
fintes. And the players advertifed in their bill, 
that they would that day,, for. the firft tirtie, aft a 
new tragedy cempofed by Don Gabriel Triac^uero.. 



CHAP- V. 

OitBIas goes to the play y where he fees a new:tra^ 
gedy a6led. The juccejs of that perfornianf^^ ^fith 
the publicitafle of Valencia.. , 4 . 

ISl'OPT fome minutes at the door, l;a view the 
people who went in; and obferved, ,tbk^t they 
confided of all ranks. I faw cavaliers of a genteel 
Biein,' aad richly drefled, and fome figures as ordi-' 
nat;^ as. the clothes the^ wore. I perceived lacflfes 
of quality alight frorii ^cir coaches, and gq t9^the 
boxes, which they had ordered tq be befpoke; and 
female adventurers go in with a view of alluring 
cullies. This concourfe of aH Ibrts of fgeflators 
made me defirous of increa(ing the number. |u(l 
as I was going totake a ticket^ thfe governor and 
his lady arriving, difcerned me in the crowd; and 
ordering me to be called, carried me into tttefr 

* The pla7.houfe.^'^""^^^^^8'^ ''''' 
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box, where I pliccd myfelf behind them, fo as t(9 
be able to fpeak to both with eafe. I found the 
houfe full of people from top to bottom, the pit 
very much thronged, and the ftage loaded witte 
knights of the three military orders. ** Here Is 
(faid I to Don- Alphoxifo) a very numerous affemU 
bly." " You muft not be furprifed at that, an- 
fwered he : the tragedy to be reprefented ^is the 
compofition of Don Gabriei Triaqucro, lurnamied 
the modi/h poet. As foon as the play-bills ad verm 
fed a new thing, vinritten by that author, the whole 
city of Valencia *vas in a flutter : the men as weU 
as the women talk of nothing but this piece; 
all the boxes are bef|)oke : and it being the firft 
day of its reprefentation, people are fqueezed to 
death, endeavouring to enter; altho' every place 
is doubly filled^ except the pit, which they dare 
not difoblige." " Such madnefs I (faid I to the^ 
governor) that eager curiolity of the public, that 
furious impatience to fee every new production of 
Gabriel, giises me an high idea of the poet's 
genios.*'* 

In this part of our converfation, the aftorsap^ 
peared; and we left oft fpeaking immediately, in 
order to liften with attention.- The applaufes be- 
gan with the prologue;, every verfe was attended 
with a brQubaha * / and at the end of each adv 
there was fuch a clapping o£ hands, that one would 
have thought the houfe waa falling^. After the 
performance, they ihewed me the author^ who 
went from box to box, modeftly prefentinj 
head for the laurebwith which the gentlemc ' 
ladies prepared to erownhim. 

We returned to the governor's palace, 
three or four knights arrived in a little time( 
iher alio came two old authors efteemed in^ 

* Braubaba / a note of applaufe. '^8^^ 
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way, with a gentlemen from Madrid of under- 
Handing and tafte. As they bad all been at. the 
play, the whole converfatiQn at fupper turned up- 
on the new piece. " Gentlemen, (faid a knight of 
St Jaga) what is your opinion of this tragedy ? Is 
it not what you call ^ fkiifhed work? Sublime 
thoughts, tenider fentiments, manly verfification^ 
deficient in nothing; la a word, it is a poem a- 
dapted ta peopk of tafte. ** I believe nobody can 
be of a contrary opinion, faid the knight of Alcan- 
taror the piece is full of ftrokes that Apollo 
. feems to have didated, and of fituations conceived 
with infinite art. I appeal to this gentleman, 
(added he, addrefling himfelf to the Caftillian) he 
feems to be a connoiffeur ; and I'll wager he is of 
my fentiment." " Don*t wager, chevalier^ (an- 
fwetred the gentleman, with a farcaftic fmile} we 
do i\ot decide fo haftily at Madrid : far from judg- 
ing apiece at its firft reprefentation, we diftruft it& 
beauties while they are in the mouths of the ac- 
tors : and how well foever we may be affected to 
the anchor, fufpend our judgment, until we have 
read it : and truly it does not always give us the 
fame pleafure upon paper, that we receive from it 
on the ftage. We fcrupuloully examine a poem 
before we eft^em it, without being dazzled by the 
author's reputation, how great foever it inay be. 
When Lope de Vega himfelf, and Calderona *, 
produced new piece.s, they found in their admi- 
rers fevere judges, who would not raife .them to 
the higheft point of glory, until they judged tliem 
worthy of tfeat elevation." 

*' Zooks I (cried the knight of St Jag(?i) we are 
n^t; fO;fearful as you : we don't waituatii a piece 

is 

* Don Pedro Calderona de la Barea, knight of the order of 
^* J^g^i »nd canon of Toledo j famous for the CKCcllcat co- 
»adic» he has written. Digitized by Google 
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is printed, but in the firft reprcfentatiwa fix its 
lue : there is not even occaQon for our liftening to 
it with great attention ; if wc know it to be a pn>p 
dudion of Don Gabriel, that is enough to con^ 
vince us that it is without blemifli* The works^<rf 
that poet ought to ferye as jan epocb^^fbr the birth^ 
of tafle : your Lopes and Calderonas were but ap- 
prentices in coniparifon of tl)is great niafter of the 
ftage." The gentleman^ who- looked upon Lope 
and Calderona as the Spanilh Sophocles and Euri- 
pides, was fhocked at this rafn affertion. ** Sudt 
dramatic facril^ge ! cried he. Since you obligr 
me, gentlemen, to judge, like you, from a firft re- 
prefentation, I muft tell you» that I am not at all^ 
fatisSed with this- new tragcdy^^ of your Don- Ga- 
briel : it is fluffed with ftrokes more ihining than, 
folid, three parts in four of the verfe are bad, or 
mif-rhymed; the characters ill-conceived, and 
ill-fapported ;. and the fentiments arc^oftea ver3r 
obfcure/* 

The two authors who were at table, and whoj 
through a referv6 as commendable as rare, h^d fa|d 
nothing, for fear of being fufpefted of jealorft^^ 
could not help applauding the gentlemen's fenti- 
ments with their eyes ; which made me guefs that 
tK jr filence was not fo much owing to the perfect 
tion of the work, as to other prudential reafons. 
As for the knights, they began again: to praife Don 
Gabriel, whom they even»placed among the gods. 
This extravagant apothcolis, and blind idolatry, 
made the CaftiDian iofe all patience.: he hfted up 
his hands to heaven, and all of a fudden exi;laime4- 
iii^k fit of dnthuQafm, *' O diviiie Lope de Vega I 
rare and fublime- genius, who haft left animmenfe 
%ace between thee and all the Gabriels who atr 
tempt to reach thy^ excellence. And you . pity Cal- 
derona I' whofe elegant foftnefo, purged of epic ftiff* 
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mrfs, is inimitable J do not fear that your altars will 
"ht detnoliflied by this new pupil of the Mufcs, 
who will be very lucky, if pofterity, which you 
will delight, as you delight the prefent age fhall 
bear his.name mentioned," 

This pleafant apoftrophe which nobody expect- 
ed, railed the laugh Of the whole company, which 
got up from table, and parted, I was conduced, 
by Don Alphonfo^s order, into an apartment ,pre^ 
pared for me ; there I found a good bed, in which 
my worfliip went to fleep^ deploring (like the Qa- 
ftilian gentleman) the injuffice which ignomnt 
people did to Lope and Calderona. 



>CHAP. VI. 



Gil Bins ^ walking through the Jlretts of FatenciOy 
meets a friar whom he thinks be -knows. An ac^ 
count of that friar. 

AS I had not feen the whole city in my firft 
excui^fion, I went out next day with an in* 
tention to take another walk; and perceived in 
the ftreet a Garth ufian friar, who doubtlefs wa$ 
going to perform the affairs of his community. He 
walked with downcaft eyes, and fo devout an air, 
that he attrafted the notice of every body. As he 
pafled clofe by me, I looked at him with attention, 
and thought I faw in him the very perlon of Don 
Raphael, that adventurer who maintains fuch an 
honourable place in the two firft volumes of nay 
memoirs. 

I was fo much aftonifhed, fo ftruck with this 
meeting, that, inftead of accofting the monk, I flood 
immoveable foms minutes j durin:^ which he was 
a good way from me. ** Juft heaven I (faid I) 
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were ever two face^ more alike ! What mull I 
think of this affair I Can it be Raphael indeed ; 
or can I doubt that it is he?" I was too curious lo 
know the truth, to renlain long where I was. I 
aiked the way to the monaft^ry of thcCarthufians, 
whither I inftantly repaired, in hopes of feeing my 
man again, w^hen he fhould return 5 and firmly 
Jefolved to flop and fpcak with him. I had no oc- 
cafion to wait for this: when I came to the gate 
ot the convent another face of my acquaintance 
tuinied my doubts into certainty: I recoUedled in 
the porter, my old valet Ambrofe de Lamela. 

We were equally furprifed to find one another 
in that place, " Don't I dream ? (faid I, fainting 
him) is it adually one of my friends whom I be- 
hold?" He could tK)t rec^meat firft, or feigned 
himfelf ignorant of my features ; but, conlidcring 
that this feint was ufelefs^ he affededthe air erf a 
|)erfon \\4io remembers a thing all of a fudden : 
" Ah I Signior Gil Bias I (cried he) forgive my 
Want of memory,^ Since 1 have lived in this holy 
place, and applied my felf to fulfil the duties pre- 
icribed by our rules, 1 kfe dnfeniibly the remem- 
brance of what I have feen in the world." 

I am 'fincerely rejoiced (-faid I) to fee you, after 
an abfence ,of ten years, in fuch a reverend drefs. | 
," And I (he replied) am aibamed to appear in it 
' |}efore a perfon who has been witnefs of the guilty 
life 1 led. This drefs inceilantly upbraids me. A- 
JasI (added .he, fighing profoundly) to be worthy 
of wearintg it, I ought to have lived always in ir> 
nocence." " By this difcourfe, iWth which I am 
charmed, (1 refumed) my dear brother, one may 
fee tiiat you have been touched by the finger of 
the Lord. I repeat the aflluance of my joy at the 
oecalion; and long earneftly to hear in what mi- 
raculous manner you and Don Raphael hav€ en- 
^ Digitized by CiOOglc tered 
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tered into the right way ; for I am perfuadecl tlia^ 
it was he whom I jaft now ni^t in .the Carthufiaa 
habit. I am forry that I did not flop him in tlv:^ 
ftreet, aiid fpeak to him ; and I wait here for his 
return, in order to repair my negledl." 

" You are not miftaken, (faid Lamela to me) it 
was Don Raphael himfelf whom you faw: and as 
to the detail you defire, here it is. After we parted 
from you, near Segorba the fon of Lucinda and I 
took the road to Valencia, with the delign of play- 
ing fome new trick of. our profeflion m that city. 
One day, by accident, we went into the church of 
the Carthufians, while the monks were linginj*; 
pfalms in the' choir. We confidered them atten- 
tively, and experienced, that even the wicked 
cannot help honouring virtue. We admired th*: 
fervour with which tliey prayed to God, their mor- 
tified air, their minds detached from the pJeafiirc s 
of the age, as well as the ferenity that reigned in 
their countenances, and fo well expreffcd the re - 
pofe of their confciences. 

I " While we made thefe obfervations, we fell in- 
toi^i reverie, that became very falutary unto us. 
We conTpared our morals with thofe of the good 
iDionks, and the difference which we found, tilled 
us with forrow and difquiet." " Lamela, (faid 
Dten. Raphael to me, when we came out of the 
cJiiUrch) how art thou atfeiled with what w^e have 
feeri ? for my part I cannot conceal from thee tho 
anxiety of rpy mind. I am agitated by emotions 
hitherto unknown to me, and for the firft time of 
my hfe;^ ray co^fcience upbraids me with -my ini- 
quity." "I am in the felf-fame difpofitioiy,'^^!!- . 
fwer^4 1 ; the evil actions which I have com mi t.d 
^j: l^i^ inftant rife up againft me ; and my heart 
^'lyfch.wa^ before hardened a^fai^il repentance, is 
now lorn with remorfe." " Ati'I dear Ambrofe ! 
Vol. IV. D ogtzedbyG (refume ' 
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(refumcd my comrade) we are two ftrayed (heep; 
u hom the heavenly Father through pity, intends 
to bring back to the fold. It is he, my child, it is 
he, who calls to us. Let us not be deaf to bis 
voice. Let us renounce cheating, quit the liber- 
tinifm in which we live, and begin from this very 
day to labour ferioully in the great work of our 
I'alvation. We niuft fpend the reft of our days in 
this convent, and confecrate them to pity and pe- 
nitence.' 

** 1 applauded Raphael's fentiment, (continued 
brother Ambrofe) and we formed the generous re- 
folution of becoming Carthufians. To put this in 
execution, we addrefled ourfelves to the father 
prior, who no fooner underftood our defign, thafl, 
in brder to prove our vocation, he accommodated 
us with cells, and we were treated like monks du- 
ring a whole year. We followed the rules with 
fuch exadnefs and conflancy, that we were re- 
ceived among the novices. We were, fo well fa- 
tisfied with our fituation, and fo full of ardour, 
that we courageoufly underwent the toils of the 
noviciate we then profefled : after which, Don Ra- 
phael appearing endued with a genius fcTr bufinefs 
was chofen afliftant to an old father, who was at 
that time folrcitor. The fon of Liicinda wovild 
have rather fpent his time, in prayer, but he was 
obliged to facrifice his inclination to the good of 
the convent. He acquired fuch a perfe6l know- 
ledge of the interefts'of the houfe, that he was 
deemed capable of filling the place of the old fo- 
licitor, who died three years after. Don Raphael 
adually cxercifes that employment at prefent, and 
acquits himfelf in it to the great fatisfadion of all 
our fathers, who praifed his conduct very much in 
the adminiftration of our temporalities. What is 
very furprifing is, that in fpit^ of the care of col- 
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lading our revenues, with which he is inveded, he 
feems engroffed by eternity alone.' And when 
his bufinefs leaves him a moment to himfelf, he 
employs it in the moft profound meditation. In 
a word, he is one of the haliell monks in our mo- 
naftery/' 

In this place I interrupted Lamela with a tran- 
fport of joy, that I exprefled at the fight of Ra- 
phael, who arrived. ** There, (cried I) there is 
the holy folicitor for whom I waited fo impatient- 
ly." At the fame time Iran up and embraced. 
him. He received my Iklutation with a good 
grace ; and without difcovering the leafl furprize 
at meeting, faid to me, with a voice full of fweet- 
nefs, " God be praifed, Signior de Santillane I 
God be praifed for the pleafure I have in feeing 
you." " Truly (I replied) my dear Raphael, I 
Ihare as much as poffible in your happinefs. Bro- 
ther Ambrofe has recounted to me the hiftory of 
your converiion, and I was charmed with the nar-^ 
ration. What advantage have you ^both, my 
friends, in being able to flatter yourfelves, that 
you are of the fmall number of the ele£l, who will 
one day enjoy eternal felicity 1" 

" Two wretches fuch as we are, (refumed the 
fon of Lucinda, with an air of great humiUty) 
ought not to conceive fuch hopes ; but tlie repr^'a* 
taiice of linners makes them find favour with the 
Father of mercy. And you Signior Gil Bias, (ad- 
ded he) don't you alfo think of deferviiig pardon 
for the crimes you have committed ? What bufi- 
nefs brings you to Valencia? Don't you unhap- 
pily fill fome dangerous employment in this 
place ?'• " No, thank God, I replied ; fince I 
quitted the court, I have led the life of an honelt 
man. Simetimes at an eftate which I have fane 
leagues from hence, 1 enjoy the pleafures of the 
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<^ountry ; and fometimes I come to make merry 
Avith the governor of Valencia, who is my friend, 
and one whom you both know perfedly well " 

Then I recounted the hiftory of Don Alphonfo 
de Ley va, to which they liftened with attention ; 
iiv.d when I told them, I had carried from that 
liobleman to Samuel Si^non the three thoufand 
iiUcats which we had Hole from him, Lamela in- 
lernipted me, and addreiEng himfelf^to Raphael, 
** Father Hillary, (faid he) at that rate, the rner- 
chant has no caufe to complain of a robbery, for 
Aviiich he has received reftitution with ufury, and 
\i e ought to have quiet confciences on that ar- 
1 cie/! " Really, (faid the folicitor) brother Am- 
I t6fe and I, before we entered this convent, fent 
}:;ivately fifteen hundred ducats to Samuel Simon 
i.y a- worthy clergyman, who took the trouble of 
yoiug to Xelva, in order to make that reftitution: 
io much the worfe far Samuel if he was capable of 
loucliing that fum^ after having been reimburfed 
cf the whole by Signior de Santillane/' *' But 
(laid 1 to them} are you fure that your fifteea 
hundred ducats were faithfully remitted to him ?" 
^,Queftionlefs, (cried Don Raphael) I will an- 
iwer for the clergyman's integrity, as much as for 
aj.y own." *' And I will join in the fecurity, (faid 
l«amela) he is a holy prielt ufed to thefe fort of 
cummillions, and has had, for things depofited in 
his hands, two or three law fuits, which he gained 
Avith cofts." 

Our converfation laftedfome time longer; then 
we parted, they exhorting me to have always the- 
iear of the Lord before my eyes, and I recommend- 
lug myfelf to their devout prayers. Goings ftrait 
tj Don Alphonfo, " You can't guefs, (laid 1 to 
kiw) with whom I have had a long converfation. 
i have juft parted w^ith two venerable Carthafians 
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of your acquaintance, one cillecf fath^.r Hillary, 
and the other brother A\mbrofe." ** You are mi- 
ilaken,(anfNvered Don Alphonfo)lk4io v not one 
Carthufian." " Pardon me (I replied,) you faw at 
Xelva brother Ambrofe commulary, and father 
Hillary fecretary, to the inquiiicion." " Good 
heaven I (cried the govefnor with farprze) is it 
poilible that Raphael and Lamela are become Car- 
thufians?" ** Yes indeed, (laid I) they have 
been profeffed monks fome years, 'fhe fir!l: is fo- 
licitor, and the otiier porter of the coavent." 

Don Csefar's fon mufed fome minutes, then fha- 
kinp- his head, " Mr C immiiTary of the inquilitioii 
and his fecretary (faid he) are, in my opinion, 
bent upon playing fo.ne new farce here," '* Yo:i 
are prejudiced agamft them, aniwered L For my 
own part, having con^erfed with them, Ijudg^i 
more favourably of their mtention. It is true Wi 
cannot dive into the heart; bat, in all appearance 
they a^e two converted lianers." " That may be 
(refumed D jn .\!phonfo) there have been many 
libertines, wlio, aft-^r haviag foandalixed the world 
by then* irregularities, fhac theaifelves up in cloi- 
fters, to perform a rigorous penance, and I wiih 
our two monks may be oi" that fort." " Why 
flioald they not ? (faid I) they havp voluntarily ' 
embraced a moh.iftic life, and have alrea4y lived a 
long time hke good friars." " You may fay what 
you pleafe, (replied the goverapr) I don t like that 
ta^ coiiveat's c.iih ihould be ^n the hands of that 
f-i ne father Hillary, whole integrity I cannot help 
dulruilmg. When [ remember that fine detail he 
gave us of his adventures, I treai^le f^r the Car- 
f^ ifians. I would willingly believe, lik:i you, that 
'^- has taken the habit from a v^^ry pious motive, 
^^'^ the light of the calh may awakc^ his cupidity. 
D 3 A re- 
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A refor.iied drunkard fhould never be left in a 
cellar." 

The fufpicion of Don Alphonfo was fully jufti- 
f.eil in a few days. Father Solicitor and brother 
Porter difappeared with the cafh. This piece of 
news, which was immediately fpread all over the 
city, afforded great mirth to the wits, who always 
rejoiced at the misfortunes which happen to en- 
dowvjd monks. As for the governor and me, wc 
pitied the Garthufians, without boafting of our ac- 
qaaintance with the two apoftles. 



CHAP. VII. 

Gil Bias returns to his ca/He of Lirias. Hears an 
agreeable piece ofnewsjrom Scipio. And makes 
€1 reform in his houfe-keeping. 

SPENT eight days at Valencia in high tafte, 
living among counts and marquiffes. Shews, 
balls, concerts, entertainments, converfations, with 
the ladies, and other amufements, I enjoyed by the 
favour cf the governor and his lady, to whom I 
paid my court fo fucc^fsfully, that when I fet out 
for Lirias, they were forry to part with me. They 
even obliged nue to promife, that I would divide 
my time between them and my folitude ; and it 
v/ds agreed, that I fliould live at Valencia in the 
v.inter, and fpend the fummer 'it my own houfe. 
T:i s convention being made, my benefaftors giive 
TiC liberty to go and enjoy their favours. 

S ipio, who impatiently expeded my return, 
Vv-ns overjoyed at feeing me ; and I redoiiblcd his 
p'c:ifure by a faithful report of my journey. 
" Well, my friend, (faid I to him afterwards) how 
diiit thou fpend the day in my abfence? Didft 
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thou divert thyfelf agreeably ?" " As well (an- 
fwered he) as a fervant could, to whom nothing is 
fo dear as the prefence of his mailer. I have 
walked all over our fmall territorities. Sometimes 
feated on the brink of that foundation which is in 
our wood, I took pleafure in contemplating the ' 
beauty of its waters, which are fo pure as thofe of 
the facred fountain, that makes the vaft foreft of 
Albunea echo with its noife; and fometimes, 
ftretched at the root of a tree, heard the linnets 
and the nightingales tune their fong In fhort, I 
have hunted, I have filhed ; and what gave me 
more fatisfaftion than all other amufements, I 
have read feveral books as ufeful as entertain- 
ing." 

I interrupted my fecretary with precipitation^ 
to aik where he found thele books. " I found 
them (faid he) in a handfome library, which Mr 
Joachim fhewed me in this caftle." " Ha I in 
what part (faid I) can this pretended library be ? 
Did we not vifit the whole houfe on the firft day 
of our arrival ?'^ " So you imagined, anfwered he ; 
but you mull know, we furveyed three pavilioqs 
only, and forgot the fourth, where Don Csefar, 
when he came to Lirias, ufually employed a pait 
of his time in reading. There are in this library 
exceeding good books left for you, as an alFured 
entertainment, when our gardens, ftript of their 
flowers, and our woods of their leaves, fliall have 
nothing left to amufe us. The noblemen of 
Leyva have not done things by halves, but provi- 
ded food for the mind as well as for the bo:Iy." 

Truly rejoiced at this piece of news, 1 followed 
him into the fourth pavilion, which prefented a 
very agreeable fcene to my view, I beheld a 
chamber, which from that hour 1 deftined to be 
my apartment, as it had been Don Caefar's. Xh^ 
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I bed of that nobleman was ftill there, together with 
all the reft of the furniture : that is, a tapeftry 
with figures reprefenting the rape of the Sabine 
women. From this room,^ I went into a clofet 
furrounde4 with low preffes filled with books, 
over which appeared the portraits of all our kings. 
There was alfo hard by, a window from whence 
we had a view of a moft delightful country, and 
an ebony bureau Handing before a large fopha co- 
vered with black maroquin. But I bcftowed my 
chief attention upon the library, which was com- 
pofed of philofophy, poetry, hiilory, and a great 
number of romances on the fubjeft of knight-er- 
rantry. I concluded that Don Caefar loved this 
laft kind of writing, fince he had made fuch plen- 
tiful provifion of it. I muft confefs', to my (hame, 
that 1 was no lefs pleafed with thefe produdtions, 
notwithftanding all the extravagancies with which 
they are interwoven; whether it was owing to my 
being at that time no very confiderate reader, or 
that Spaniards in general are too much captivated 
by tlie marvellous. I will fay, neverthelefs, that 
1 took more pleafure in fprightly books of mora- 
lity ; arid that Lucian, Horace, and Erafmus, be- 
came my favourite authors. 

** Friend, (faid I to Scipio, when I had farveyed 
my library) here is amufement indeed ; but our 
prefent buliuefs is to retrench our houfe-keeping." j 
•' I will fpare you that tafk, anfwered he. During | 
your abfence, I have ftudied your people, and now 
may boaftof knowing them perfe<^tly wtll. Let 
us begin with Mr Joachim, who, I believe, is a, 
complete rogue, and I don't doubt that he was J 
tarnedour of the archbifhop's fervice for having [ 
Cjaimitted arithmetical blunders in his accounts.! 
Neverthelefs, we muft keep him/for two reafons;^J 
t le firft is, becauie he is a goci-cook ; and the fe-5 
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cond, becaufe I fhall always have an eye* over him: 
I will be a fpy upon his actions, and he muft be as 
cunning as the devil, if he is able to deceive me. 
I have already told him, that you intend to difmifs 
three fourths of your fervants ; a piece of news 
that gave him fome pain : and he affured me, that 
feeling an inclination to ftrve you, he would rather 
than leave the houfe be contented with the half of 
bis prefent wages ; a circumftance which makes 
me fufpeft that there is fome girl in the village 
from whom he would not willingly remove. As 
for the cook's affiiiant, (added he) he is a drunk- 
ard, and the porter an infolent fellow, for whom 
wc have not the leaft occafion, any more than for 
the fowler; lean cafily fill up the place of this 
laft, as I will fhew you to-morrow, fince we have 
plenty of fufils, powder, and (hot. With regard to 
the lacqueys, there is ope of them from Arragon, 
fcemingly a good lad, iiira we will keep ; the 
reft are fuch rogues, that I would not advife you 
to detain them, even if you wanted an hundred 
valets.** 

Having maturely deliberated on this affair, we 
refolved to keep the cook, fcullion, Arrogonian 
footman, and rid ourfelves honouriibly of .the reft. 
This was executed that very day, by means of 
fome piftoles, which Scipio took fro n our ftrong 
box, and divided among tlieai by my order. When 
Ave had made this reformation, we eftabliflied a 
certain order in the houfe, regulated the office of 
each domeftic, and began to live at our own ex- 
pence. I would have been contented with a fru- 
gal ordinary; but my fecretary who loved ragouts 
and dainties, was not the man to leave Mr Joa- 
chim*s (kill unemployed. He kept him fo well at 
work, that our dinners and- fuppers might have 
ferved a company of Bernardine monks. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

The amours of Gil Bias and the fair Antonio^ 

^"^WO days after my return from Valencia to 
Jl^ Lirias, Bafii the labourer, my farmer, came in 
the morning to alk leave to prefent Antonio his 
daughter, who (he faid) wanted to have the ho- 
nour of faluting her new mailer, I told him, that 
it would give me great pleaflire ; upon which be 
went out, and returned foon after with the fair 
Antonia. I think I may give that epithet to a 
maid of fixteen or eighteen years, who, with the 
moft regular features, poffeffed the faireft com* 
plexion and fineft eyes in the world. The* fhe 
was clad in a fluff gown, her rich air, majeftic port 
and graces,^ that do not always accompany youth, 
dignified the fimplicity of her drefs. She wore 
no cap on her head, her hair being tied up behind 
with a knot of flowers, in the manner of the Lace- 
daemonian women. When flie entered my cham- 
ber, I was as much flruck with her beauty, as the 
knights of Charlemain's court with the charms of 
Angehca. Inftead of receiving Antonia with cafe, 
and faying kind things to her ; inftead of congra- 
tulating the father oii his happinefs in having fuch 
a charming daughter, I flood confounded, afto- 
niftied, and mute. Scipio, who perceived my dif- 
order, fpoke in my room", and was at the expence 
of thofe praifes which I owed to that lovely crea- 
ture. As for her part, not at all dazzled by my 
figure, in my morning gown and cap, flie faluted 
me without any concern, and made me a compdi- 
jnent, which tho' common, enchanted tiiy affec- 
tion. In the mean time, while my fecretary, Ba- 
fii, 
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fil, and his daughter, were employed in mutual 
civilities, I recoUeded .myfelf; and to make 
amends for the ftupid filence I had hitherto ke^t, 
pafled from one extremity to another, launched 
out into gallant difcourfe, and fpoke with fo much 
vivacity, that I alarmed Bafil, who looking 
me ah'eady as a man who would put ev^;^ 
in praftice to feduce Antx>nia, went^lSut of my ^ 
apartment with her in a hurry, refolved perhaps 
to withdraw her ftpm my eyes for ever. 

Scipio feeing himfelf alone with me, faid with a 
fmile, " Here is another refource againft the te* 
dious hours. I did not know that your farmer 
had fuch a handfome daughter, having never be- 
fore feen her, tho* I have been twice at her father'^ 
houfe : he muft be at great pains to tonceal her ; 
and I commend his care. Egad, fhe*s a delicate 
morfel ! But (added he) I believe I need not fay 
fo tor you, who were dazzled by her at firft fight.'* 
" I don*t deny it, anfwered I. Ah ! my child, I 
thought I faw a celeftial fubftance. She inflamed 
me all of a fudden, and pierced my heart with an 
arrow fwift as lightning." 

" I am ravifhed (replied my fecretary) to learn 
that you are at laft in love. You wanted a mi- 
ftr^fs to make you enj6y perfedl happinefs in your 
folitude. Thank heaven, you have now all forts 
of conveniences. I know (continued he) that we 
fliall have fome difficulty in deceiving the vigi- 
lance of Bafil ; but leave that to me ; I undertake 
in three days to procure for you a private interview 
with Antonia/* " Mr Scipio, (faid I) perhaps you 
linight not be able to keep your promife; but that 
lis not what I am curious to try. I have no inten- 
ition to tempt the virtue of that girl, who feems to 
Iflcferve that I (hould entertain other fentiments of 
|fcer. Whejcforc, far from exading of your zeal, 
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that you fhould affift me in diflbonouring hen I 
am refolved, by your mediation, to efpoufe her, 
provided her heart is not engaged to another." 
" 1 did net expect (faid he) to fee you take fuch 
a fudden refolution to marry. Many country 
/- ^^fCKtlemen in your place would hot deal fo honou- 
/^ rably^f^jhey would never entertain legitimate 
^ views with Regard to AntQiiia, until they had tried 
others to no i)urpofe. But however, (added he) 
don't imagine that I condemn your love, and feek 
to difluade you from your defign.- Your farmer's 
daughter deferves the honour you intend for her, 
if fhe can beftow upon you a heart unengaged, and 
fenfible of your generolity. This I muft inform 
myfelf of to-day, in a converfation with the father, 
and perhaps with herfelf." 

My confident who was a punctual man in per- 
forming his promifes, went privately to vilit Bafil, 
and in the evening came tome in my clofet, where 
I waited with impatience mingled with fear. 
Drawing a good omen from his chearful look, •* If 
I may believe (faid 1) that fmile on thy face, thou 
comefl to fignify, that I fhall foon enjoy my wifh." 
" Yes, my dear matter, (^he replied) every thing is 
propitious to you. I have had a converfation with 
Baiil and his daughter, to whom I declared your 
intention. The father is overjoyed to hear your 
defign to be his fon-in-law ; and I can affure you, 
.that you are very much to Antonia's talle!" ** O 
heaven ! (cried I, in a tranfport of joy) What I 
«m 1 fo happy as to be agreeable to that lovely 
creature ?" " Doubtlefs, be refumed, ~ She alrea- 
dy loves you, I have not indeed drawo that coa- 
fefllionfrom her mouth; but I am convinced of 
her paffion, by the gaiety ihe difcovered when fhe 
underfl:ood your defign. Neverthelefs, (added he) 
you have a^rivaL" *' A rival I" cried I, changing 
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colour. " You need not be much, alarmed, (faid 
he) that rival will .not rob you of the heart of Vviiu* 
miftrcfs, he is no other than Mr Joachim your 
cook."' "Ah! the hang dog! (faid I, barftiag 
mto a fit of laughter) this was his reafon for ihew- 
ing fuch reludance to quit my fervice." The ve- 
ry fame, ailf\?vered Scipio. He fome days ago de- 
manded Antonia in marriage, and met with a po- 
lite refufal." " With deference to thy better ad- 
vice, (I' refumed) methinks it will be proper to rid 
ourfelves of the rogue, before he can get notice that 
I intend to marry Bafil's daughter ; a cook thou 
knoweft, is a dangerous rival." " You are in the 
right (replied my confident) we mull clear the 
houfe of him. I will give him his leave to-morro y 
morning before he begins to work, and then you 
Ihall have nothing to fear either from his fauces or 
his love. I am forry, ho weaver, to lofe fuch an ex- 
cellent cook, but I facrifice my palate to your fatb- 
ty/' " Thou needeft not regret him fo much, 
(feid I) the lofs is not irreparable : 1 will fend to 
Valencia for a cook as good as he.'* An4 indeed 
I wiote immediately to Don Alphonfo, that I had 
occafion for a cook, and the very next day he fent 
one who confoled Scipio ajt once. 

Although the zealous, fecretary had told me 
that he perceived Antonia was pleafed in her 
heart wdth the conqueft which Ihe had made of 
her mafter, I durft not depend upon his report, be- 
ing apprehenfive that he might have been decei- 
ved by falfe appearances. To be more fure of the 
matter, I refolved to fpeak in perfon to the fair 
ABtonia; and repairing to Bafil's houfe, coafirrned 
what my ambaflador had told him. That honell 
peafant, a man of franknefs and fimplicity, havin;^ 
heard my defign, aflured me, that he would beftow 
bis daughter upon me with the utmoft fatisf actio ^ 
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'• But, added he, don't think that it is on account 
of your being lord of the manor. Were you ftiU 
no more than the fteward of Don Caefar and Don 
Alphonfo, I would prefer you to all the other fuit- 
ors who prefent themfelves. I have always had a 
regard for you ; and what gives me the mod con- 
cern is, that Antonia cannot bripg you a large for- 
tune." ** I alk nothing with her, (faid 1) her per- 
fon is all the 'wealth to which I afpire." *' Your 
mod humble fervant, (cried he) that is not my in- 
tention: lam not fuch ^ beggar as to marry my 
daughter in that manner, Bafil de Buenotrigo is 
in a condition, thank God, to give her a dowry ; 
and for every dinner you bellow upon her, (he 
Ihall atTord a fupper to you. In a word, the rent 
of your eftate, which is but five hundred ducats, 
iball amount to a thouland, by virtue of this mar- 
riage." 

*' You fliall do in that as you pleafe, my dear 
Bafil, (I replied) we ftiall have no difputes about 
intereft ; and now that we are agreed, the fole bu- 
linefs is to obtain the confent of your daughter." 
" You have mine, (faid hej and that is enough." 
" Not altogether, anfwered I ; if yours is neceffary, 
her's is fo too.'' *' Her's depends upon me, (faid 
he) I would fain fee her refufe." " Antonia, (I 
refumed) fubmiffive to paternal authority, is rea- 
dy, without doubt, to obey you implicitly ; but I 
don't know if flie can do it upon this occafion, 
without reluftance : and if |he can't, I (hould ne- 
ver be confoled for having made her unhappy : in 
ihort, it is not enough for me to obtain her hand 
of you, unlefs her heart goes to the bargain." 
^By'r Jady! faid Balil; I don't underftand all 
this philofophy: fpeak yourfelf to Antonia, and 
you Ihall fee, if I am not miftaken, that Ihe defires 
00 better than to be your wife." So faying, he 
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called his daughter, and left me alone with her for 
a miHute or two. 

That I might enjoy the precious opportunity, I 
came to the point at once. " Fair Antonia, (faid 
1} determine my fate. Although I have your fa- 
ther's confent, don't think that I intend to avail 
myfclf of it, in doing violence to your inclination. 
Charming as it is, I renounce the poffeflion of you, 
if you fay that I muft owe it to your obedience on- 
ly." " That is what I will not fay, anfwered Ihe : 
your addrefles are too agreeable to give me pain ; 
and, inftead of murmuring, I aj^rove of my fa- 
ther's choice. I don't know, (continued fhe, whe- 
ther I do well or ill in talking thus; but if you 
was difagreeable to me, 1 fliould be frank enough 
to own it; why then, may I not fay the contrary 
with the fame freedom." 

Atthcfe words, which I could not hear without 
being charmed. I kneeled before Antonia; and, in 
the excefs of my joy, feizing one of her fair hands, 
kifled it with the utmoft tendernefs and paffion. 
" My dear Antonia, (faid 1} I am enchanted with 
your franknefs ; -continue the fame unconftrained 
behaviour ; and as you fpeak to your hufband, dif- 
clofe your whole foul to his view. May I then 
flatter myfelf, that you will be pleafed to fee your 
fortune joined to mine ?" Balil coming in at that 
inftant, hindered me from proceeding. Impatient 
to know his daughter's ^nfwer, and ready to grum- 
ble, had fhe fhewn the leaft avjerfion for me. 
** Well, (faid he) are you fatisfied with A: ^oniar" 
" 1 am fo well fatisfied with her, anfwered 1, that I 
^11 this very moment go and make preparatipns 
for my marriage." So faying, 1 took my leave of 
the father and daughter, to go and confuit with my 
Secretary on .that fubjeca, 

E 2 CHAP. 
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* CHAP. IX. 

l!he manner in which the nuptials of Gil Bias and 
th&fair Antonia were celebrated ; andjbe re- 
joicing with which they were attended. 

ALTHOUGH I was under no neceffity of ob- 
taining the permiffion of the noblemen of 
Leyva, Scipio and I concluded, that we could not 
ill horiour omit imparting to them my defign of 
KKiii ving Bafil's daughter, and of afking their con- 
it nt, out of good manners. 

I fet out immediately for Valencia, where they 
\vcre as much furprifed to fee me, as to hear the 
i. aufe of my journey. Don Caefa!r and his fon ha- 
ving Teen Antonia more than once, congratulated 
2Tie en my choice. Bon Caefar, efpccially, com- 
plimented me upon it with fuch vivacity, that if I 
had not believed him to be a man quite weaned 
frcm certain amufements, I ftiould have fufpedied 
I hat lie had gone fometimes to Lirias, to fee his 
farmer's daughter, rather than to vilit his own 
1 oufe. Seraphina, after having affured me that 
file would always bear a large part in what fliould 
concern me, faid ftie had heard a very good char 
racier of Ahtonia : " But, (added Ihe, with a fati- 
rical look, as if fhe reproached me for the indiffe- 
rence with which I repaid Sephora's paffion) if I 
liacl not heard her beauty extolled, I fhould de- 
pend upon your tafte, the delicacy of which I 
know." 

Don Caefar and his fon not only approved of my 
iijirri^ge, but declared that they would defray the 
whcie expence of it. *' Go back to Lirias, (faid 
they) and make yourfelf eafy until you hear from 
us. Make no preparation for your nuptials, but 
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ed in the houfe of the Marchionefs of Chaves, the 
aiiembly looked upon |T|e s^s ^ g^eat dancer. With 
regard to Beatrice and Scipio, theyj preferred a 
private converfation to cjahcing, and gave each Or 
ther an account of wh^t had, happened to them 
fince their parting, but they were interrupted by 
Seraphina, who being informed of their meeting, 
jent for them to exprefs her joy at their reconcilia?- 
tion. " My children, (faid flae) on this day of re- 
joicings it is an addition to^ ray fatisfaftion, to fe^ 
you reftored to each other/ Friend Scjpio, I giv^ 
you back your fpoufe, and proteft to you, that her 
conduft has always been irreproachable : you may 
live here happily together; and you, Beatrice, atr 
tach yourfelf to Antonia, and be as much devoted 
to her, as your hufband is toSignior de Sjantill^e." 
Scipio, after this, could not help looking U|)on his 
wife as another Penelope, and promifed to tre^t 
her with all imaginable affec3:ioB. 

The young peafants ^nd thejr partnepq having 
danced all day, retirled' to^ their QWfi houfes; buj 
the feftival 'was continued at the c^ftle, wher« a 
raagniflceixt fupper was prepared; aud wh^.n it 
was time to go to reft, tha grapd vi?sa? bleflbd the 
nuptial bed : Seraphina undreflfed the bride, anfd 
the Hobkmen of Ley va did me the fame honour. 
What was merry enough^ the officers of ]>on Air 
phonfo, and the ladies of the governeis, took it in 
their heads to perform the fame ceremony to Bea- 
trice and Scipio, who, to make the fgene more co?. 
mical, very gravely allowed themfelves tp be ftript 
arKl put tp bed. 
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CHAP. X. 

What followed the morriage of Gil Bias and the fair 
Antonia. ^he beginning of Scipio's hi/tory. 

ON the very next day after my marriage, the 
lords of Ley va returned to Valencia, after 
having given me a thoufand new,marks of friend- 
fliip ; fo that my fecretary and I remained in the 
houfe, with our wives and fervants only. 

The care which both of us took to pleafe the la- 
dies was not inefFedual : in a httle time, I infpi- 
red my wife with as much love for me, as I had 
for her ; and Scipio made his fpoufe forget the for- 
rows which he had made her fuffer. Beatrice, who 
had a pliant obliging temper, eafily infinuated her- 
felf into the favour, and gained the confidence of 
her miftrefs. In ihort, we agreed, all four, to ad- 
miration, and began to enjoy a fituation worthy 
of envy. AH our days glided away in the moft a* 
greeable araufements. Antonia was naturally 
grave, but Beatrice and I were very gay : and had 
we been otherwife, Scipio's prefence was enough 
to keep off melancholy. He was an incompar^ 
ble fellow for fociety, one of thofe comical crea- 
tures, whofe appearances alone can make a com- 
pany merry. 

One day that we took a whim, after dinner, to 
go and take a fiefta in the moft agreeable place of 
the wood, my fecretary was in fuch good humour, 
that he banilhed all defire of fleeping, by his mer- 
ry difcourfe. " Hold thy tongue, friend, (faid 1) 
or if thou art refolved to keep us from taking our 
nap, entertain us with fome ftory w^orthy of our 



attention." 
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** With all my heart. Sir, (anfwered he) ftiall I 
recount the hiftory of King Pelagius * ?" " I would 
rather hear thy own ! (I replied) but that is a plea- 
fure thou haft not thought proper to give me, lince 
we lived together, nor ever will, I fuppofe." " And 
what is the reafon? (faid he) if I have not recount- 
ed my own hiftory, it was becaufe you never ex* 
prefled the leaft delire to hear it j it is not, there- 
fore, my fault that you are ignorant of my adven- 
tures; and if you are in the leaft curious to know 
them, I am ready to fatisfy your curiofity." An- 
tonia, Beatrice, and I, took him at his word, and 
difpofed ourfelves in order to hear his narration, 
which could not mifs of having a good efFedl ; ei- 
ther in diverting or lulling us afleep. 

*.* Had it depended upon me, (faid Scipio) I 
Ihouldhave been the fon of fome grandee, or knighn 
of Alcantara, at leaft; but as one does not choofe 
his own father, you muft know that mine was an 
honeft foldier of the holy brotherhood, Torrobio 
Scipio by name. While he was travelling to and 
fro on the highway, where his profeffion obliged 
him almofl al ;Yays to be, he met by accident, one 
day, between Cuenea and Toledo, a young gipfey 
whom he thought very handfome. She was abne, 
on foot, and carried her whole fortune in a kind 
of knapfack on her back : ** Which way do you 
go, my dear ?" (faid he to her, foftening his voice, 
which was naturally rough) " Signior cavalier, 

(anfwered 

* Pelagius, the firft King of Leon, reigned in the eighth 
century j and he lived fome time in fubjeftion to the Saracens 
in Spain } but rcfolving to (liake ofFthe yokd of fuch barbar- 
ous tyranny, he put himfelf at the head of the Chriftians who 
had fled for icfuge to the Auftrian mountains, and being de- 
clared King, took up arms againft the Infidels y whom having 
vacquiihed in a bloody battle, he laid the foundation of the 
kingdom of Leon, in which he reigned twenty years. 
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(ahfweted flie) I ^*n gbing to Tdedo, ^here I 
hope to gain an holieft livelihood, in fome ftiape or 
other." ** Irh&Lt is a laudable intention, (he rrfu- 
ttied) and I don't doubt that you have more ftrings 
thsln one to your boMv^/^ " Yes, thatik God, (faid 
Ihe) I have nhbre tatehts than oiie ; I can compofe 
pomatums and eflfej^icfes for the ladies j I tell for- 
tunes, turti the Ifev^ t6 find things t\M arfe loft ; 
' and'thew all ^at ptc^lb want to fee in^a glafs or 
miirour." 

I'orribio, eorfckKlifig that fach a girl would be 
a very advant^gfebite^fttch for him, who could 
fcartie liVe by his employment, thk>^ he Was very 
Tlexterous at it, offered to marry her : fhe accept- 
ed the propofal, ^nd they repaired With all dili- 
gence to Toledo, where they were wedded ; and 
you fee in me the Worthy fruit of thefe noble nup- 
tials. They fettled in the fuburbs, where my mo- 
ther began to fell pomatums and effences; but 
that trade not anfwering, fhe became a fortune- 
teller. It was then that fhe faw the crowns and 
piftoles fhower upon, her : a thoufand dupes of both 
fexes foon raifed the reputation of Cofcolina, which 
was the gipfey's name. Somebody came every 
day to beg (he would employ her miniftry for him: 
fometiriies, a needy nephew, who wanted to know 
wheA his uncle, whofe fole heir he was, woidd fet 
out for the other wOrld: and fometimes a girl, 
wifhing to know if a certain cavalier, to whom Ihe 
had granted the favour, on promife of marriage, 
would keep his word. 

Pleafe to obferve that my mother's predidiions 
were always favourable to thofe who folicited 
them : il^ they proved true, good and well ; but 
when they came back to reproach her, becaufe the 
contrary of what fhe had prophefied came to pafs; 
fhe anfwered coldly, that they muft attribute it to . 
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the daemon, who, notwithftanding the force of the 
conjurations that fhe employed to make him re- 
veal what would happen, was fometimes fo malici- 
' ous as to deceive her. 

When my mother, for the honour of her profef-^ 
fion, thought Ihe mud make the devil appear in 
her operations, Torribio Scipio always afted that 
part, which he performed perfedlly well; the 
roughnefs of his voice, and uglinefs of his face, gi- 
ving him an appearance fuitable to the charadler 
which he reprefented. Thofe that were in the 
lead timorous, were always terrified by my fa- 
ther's figure. But one d ay unfortunately, there 
came a brutal fellow of a captain to fee the de- 
vil, whom he ran through the body. The holy 
office, informed of the devil's death, fent its officers 
to the houfe of Cofcolina, whom they feized with 
all her effecls ; and I, who was then but feven • 
years old, was put into the hofpital of * Los M- 
rros. There were in that houfe charitable clergy- 
men, who, being well paid for the education of 
poor orphans, were at the trouble of teaching them 
to read and write. They looked upon me as a 
promifing child, and on that account diftinguilhed 
me from the reft, by choofing me to run on their 
errands. They fent me into the city with letters 
and meflages ; and I made the refponfes at mais. 
By way of recompetice, they undertook to teach 
me the Latin tongue ; but they behaved fo rude- 
ly, and treated me with fuch rigour, notwithftand- 
ing the fmall fervices I did them, that, being no 
longer able to bear it, I ran away one morning 
early when 1 was fent out on an errand ; and far 
from returning to the hofpital, quitted Toledo by 
the fuburbs that lie on the Seville fide of the city. 
Though I was fcarce yet nine years old, i felt a 
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fenfiblc pleafure in being free, and mafter of my 
own adions. I was v.iihout money, and without- 
food; but what did that figniiV? I had no iellons 
to fludy, nor themes to compofe. After having 
walked about two hours, my httk legs began to 
refufe their fervice; I had never before made fuch 
a long journey ; and I found myfelf obliged to 
halt and give them fome reft. 1 fat down under 
a tree by the fide of the road ; and there, for iiiy 
amvifement, look my rudiments out of my pocket, 
and read it in fport ; then remembering the Itripes 
and fiogcings which it had made me receive, I 
tore out the leaves, faying in great wrath^ " Ah, 
dog of a book I thou ihait never make me Ihed 
tears again." While 1 thus glutted my revenge, 
Itrewing the ground about me with declenfions 
and conjugations, a hermit palTed by, with a white 
beard, large fpeftacles; and a venerable air. . He 
came up to me, and we examined each other with 
great eagcrnefs. *" My little gentleman, (faid be, 
fmiling) we leem to look at one another with great 
attention : I believe it would not be a bad fcheme 
for us to live together in my hermitage, which is 
not two hundred yards from hence.'* *' I am your 
humble fervant, anfwered I, haftily: I have no 
am oltion to be ai^ hermit." The good old man 
laughed at this reply ; and embracing me, faid, 
'* Don't be frightened at my drefs, my fon ; the* 
it ^^. not agreeable, it is ufeful ; it makes me lord 
of a charming rcti-eat, and of the neighbouring 
villages ; the inhabitants of which love me, or ra- 
ther idolize me. Come along with me, (added 
he) and I will give you a jacket like this that 1 
Vv'ecir. Ifycuchufe it, you fliall fliare with nie 
the fvvects of my retired hfe; and if you don't like 
it upon trial, you ihall not only be at liberty to 
leave me, but you may alfo be aflured, that 1 will 
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not fail to give you a gratification at parting." I 
fufF^red myfelf to be perfiiaded^ and followed the 
old hermit, who afked me feveral qiie^lioni ; to 
which I anfvvered witli an ingenuity wh'c'i 1 have 
not always preferved in the fequel. V\ iien we 
came to the hermitage, he pre fen te I to ine feme 
fruit, ^^hich 1 devoured, h^^ving eaten nn'aingthe 
whole day but a morfel of dry bread, on which I 
had breakfalled in the morning at the hofpital. 
The anthorite, feeing me make fuch good ufe of 
my Jaws, faid^ "Courage, my cli-d; don't fpare 
the fruit ; I have amr»Ie proviHon of it, thank 
God: and I did not bring thee hither to let thee 
ftn-"'"^.'' This was inde'ed v^ry true; for in lefs 
than an hour after our arrival, he .lighted a fire^ 
i^itted a leg of mutton ; and while I turned the 
fp:t, covered a fmall table .vith a very dirty nap- 
tin ; upon v/hich he laid.tv/o platen, que for him- 
felf, and another fjr me. • 

When the mutton wa> ready he took ^t off tlie 
fpit, and cut feme llices for our fupper, which wa:f 
not a dry meal ; for we drank excellent wiue, of 
which aifo ht had good ftore. " We]T, my chick- 
en, faid he, when v/e had done eating, art thou f:i< 
tislied with my ordinary? This is the manner in 
which thou wilt be treated every day, if thou I:- 
veft with ma. Befides,, thou f!>alt do v;hat tho.i 
plcafeft in this he/.nitage. All that 1 er^acl of 
thee is to accompany me wlicn I go a-beg^in/^; 
through the neighoourinij villages, and lead an aft 
with two panniers, which the charitable peafant.^ 
ufually fill with eggs, bread, lledi and fifli.* Tliis 
is all I require of thee." " I will do every thing- 
you delire, (I replied) provided you don't oblige 
nie to learn Latin." Brother Chryfotb:)-n, that was 
the old hermit's name, could not liclp laughing at 
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my fimplicity ; and aflured me anew, that lie did 
not intend to force my inclination. 

We went a-begging the very next day with the 
afs, which I led by the halter, and reaped a plen- 
tiful harveft ; every peafant being glad of an op- 
portunity to put fomething in our panniers : one 
threw in a whole loaf; another, a large piece of 
bacon; a third, a partridge; in Iliort, we brought 
home victuals enough for eight days ; a circum- 
dance that d.enotes the great friendlliip and e- 
fteeni that the country people had for the hermit. 
It is true, he was of great ufe to thern, in giving 
thcni his advice when they came to confult him, 
in re-eilabliflung peace in families where difcord 
reigned, in marrying their daughters, in furnilh- 
ing them with remedies for a thoufand forts of di- 
feafcs, and in teaching prayers proper for barren 
vi ( :nen, who wiflicd to have children. 

iiy w hat I have fiid, you fee that I was well fed 
la iiry hermitage: 1 was as well accomodated in 
roint of llceping: ftretched upon good frcfh ftraw, 
Vvith a culhionof coarfe cloth under my head, and 
a covering of the fame lluft'over my body, I made 
but: one nap, which laded all night long. Bro- 
ther Chryfoitom, who had promiled to give me a 
hcriiiit's garb, made one for me from an old robe 
that he ufed to wear, and called me little brother 
Scinio. As foon as 1 appeared in the villages, in that 
regular habit. I was thought fo handfome, that the 
als v/as better loaded than formerly : the bufinels 
was, who fliould give moll to the little brother, 
Vv'ith whofe figure they were fo well pleafed. 

The eafy idle life which I led with the old her- 
mit could not be difagreeable to a boy of my age: 
accordingly, I liked it fo well, that 1 fhould have 
continued there ftill,' if the Fates had not fpunfor 
me days of a very different kind : but the deftiny 
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which I was bound to fulfil loon detached me from 
idlenefs, and made me quit brother Chryfoftom, a; 
you fliall hear. I frequently perceived the -old 
man at work upon the cufliion that ferved hi:n 
for a pillow ; he did nothing but few and unfew 
it ; and I obferved one day that he put money in- 
to it. Tiiis remark was attended by a curiolity 
which I proiX)fed to gratify the very firfc journey 
he fhould tak;^ to Toledo, whither he was wont to 
go once a week. I waited i*npatientiy for the 
day, without hiving as yet any other deftgn than 
of latisfying my curiofity. At length the old man 
fet out, and [ ript up his pillow, where I found a- 
mong the wool with which it ivas filled^ the value 
of about fifty crowns in different forts of coin. 

This treafiire, in all probability was the grati- 
tude of the country people,^ whom the hermit had 
cured by his remedies, and of the women who had 
been blefled with children by virtue of his pray- 
ers. 6e t!iis as it will, I no Iboncr faw that it was; 
money which I could appropriate to myielf with 
i:npanity, than my Egyptian difpolition prevail- 
ed. / 1 was fei'Aed with a diilke of ilciliiig it, which 
can be attributed to nothing but the force of that 
blood which circulated in my veins. I yielded to 
tae temptation without refi:1:auce, fecured the mo- 
ney in a kind of bag where we kept our combs, 
and night-caps ; then quitting my hermit's habit, 
and refuming that of the orphan, I ran avv^ay from 
the hermitage, belieying that I^^arried oft' in my 
bag the whole riches of the Indies. 

"You have heard my beginniug, continued Sd- 
pio, and 1 don't doubt that you expcft a train of 
fifts of the fame nature: your expediation wilt 
not be" deceived: I have many other fuch exploits 
to recount before I come to my lai#lable afli jns ; 
l^at I will come to them at lail :. and you will fee, 
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by my narration, that a rogue may very weH tur^ 
an honeft man. 

Child as I was, I was not fool enough to return 
to Toledo ; that would have been expofing me to 
the chance of meeting brother Chryfoftom, .who 
would have made me reftore my tr^afure in a very <iif - 
agreeable manner : I followed auDther road, which 
corida6led me to the village of Galves, where I 
ftopt at an inn, the landlady of which was a wi- 
dow of forty, who. had all the qualities requifite 
for turning the penny. This woman no fooner 
caft her eyes iipon me, than judging, by my dreA, 
that I was a fugitive from the orphan-hofpital, 
flie aiked who I was ? and whither I went? I an- 
fwercd, that having loft both father and mother, 
I wanted to go to fervice. " Child, faid fhe, can'ft 
thou read ?" I alTured her, that I both read and 
wrote to admiration. Indeed, I could form my 
letters, and join them in fuch a manner, as fome- 
what refembled writing ; and that is enough for 
the occafions of a village tavern. " I take .thee 
into my fervice, (faid the landlady)- thou wilt not 
be altogether ufelefs, but Ihalt keep an account of 
all my debts, active and pailive. I will give thee 
no wages, (added ihe,) becaufe the good company 
that come here never forget the fervants ; fo that 
thou mayeft depend upon receiving good perqui- 
fites." 

I accepted the propofal, referving to myfelf, as 
you may well believe, the right of changing the 
air, as foon as my flay at Galves fhould become 
difagreeable. When I found myfelf engaged* in 
the fervice of this iiln, I became very uneafy in 
my mind : I did not delire to be thought a moni- 
ed-man; and was very anxious to know where I 
fliould concetl my hoard, fo as that it fhould be 
fecure from every ftranger's ha^nd. I did not as 

Digitized by Google ^' ^ 



GIL BLAS. ji 

yet know the houfe well enough, to truft to thofe 
places which feemed moft proper to fecure it. 
With what perplexity are riches attended ! I de- 
termined however to put my bag in a corner of 
our corn loft where there was ftraw ; and belie- 
ving it more fafe there than in any other place, 
made myfelf as eafy as poffible. There were three 
fervants in this houfe, a fat hoftler, a young ma :d 
of Galicia, and myfelf: each of us drew as' much 
as we could from the travellers that halted, whe- 
ther they came on horfe-baek or a-foot; I com- 
monly caught fome halfpence of thefe gentlejiien, 
when I brought in the bill ; they gave fomething 
alfo to the hoiller, for taking care of their beafts : 
but as for the Gahcian^ who was the idol of all the 
carriers that pafTcd, Ihe got as many crowns as we 
did farthings. Every penny that I received, I car- 
ried to increafe my treafure in the corn-loft; and 
the more I faw n-y wealth increafe, the more I did 
feel my little heart attached to it : I fometimes 
kiilbd the fpecie, and contemplated the different 
pieces with a degree of rapture which none but 
mifers can conceive. 

This atfedion for my treafure obliged me to 
go and vifit it thirty times a-day : 1 frequently 
met the landlady upon the ftair ; and fhe, being 
naturally diftruftful, was curious one day to know 
what it was that could bring me every moment to 
the corn-loft. Thither, therefore, fhe went, and 
fearched every corner imagining that I, perhaps, 
concealed in that place fome things which I had 
ilole in the houfe. She did not forget to remove 
the flraw that covered my bag, which having 
found, fhe opened it; and feeing crowns and pi- 
ftoles appear, beheved, or pretended to believe, 
that I had flolc them from her. • She feized the 
fum total accordingly; then, calling me little 

wre*-''^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^i THE ADVENTURES OF 

wretch, and little rafcal, ordered the heftier, who 
was entirely devoted to her will, to give me fifty 
good ladies, which when I had received, Ihe turn- 
ed me out of doors, faying, that Ihe would fuller 
no knave to live in her houfe. In vain did I pro- 
tvM tliat I had not robbed the landlady : flie main- 
tained the contrary : and of courlc her word was 
believed rather than mine. 1 hu^, brother Chry- 
foftom's money palled from one thief to another- 

I lamented the lofs of ray money, as a raaii 
mourns the deatli of an only child ; and though 
my tears did not retrieve what I had ioft, at kaii 
they excited the c-jnipaffion of fom^ people who 
faw thcin (bed ; and among others, of the cuntc 
of Gulves, wiio was paffing by chance. He feenv 
ed moved at my ijielancholy condition, and carri- 
ed me along with him to the parfonage; where, 
in order to gain my confidence, or rather to pump 
me, he began by pitying my fituation. "How 
much, (faid he) does this poor child deferve coin- 
pailion ? It is notfurprifing, if, abandoned to hira- 
lllf in fuch a tender age, he has committed a bad 
adion. Moll men find it diilicult to iive hoiKll 
thro' the whole courfe of their lives." Then, ac- 
drofung himfelf to me, " My fon, (added he) from 
wh'ctt part of Spain do you come, and who are your 
parents ? ,You fcem to be of fome good family. 
Tell me ingenuoufly, and be afllired that I will 
not abandon you." 

The curate, by this politic and charitable dif- 
couife, engaged me infenfibly to difcover all my 
aitaiis with great fincerity. 1 made a general con- 
feilion. After which he faid, " Friend, though it 
does not become hermits to hoard up money, that 
does not Iriitm your crime; ih robbing brother 
Ciirvo'io.)!, you have traafgrefied that article oi 
tao Oe.::: - iie which forbids theft : but I'll oblig^^' 
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tlie landlady to reftore the money, which I will 
fend to the hermit ; fo that your confcience may 
be eafy on that fcore." But this, I fwear was the 
leaft of my uneafinefs. The cm'ate, who had a 
defign of his own, did not Itop there: My child, 
(faid he) I intereft myfelf in your behalf, and will 
procui'e a good place for you. I will to-morrow 
lend you by a carrier to my nephew, who is a ca- 
non of the cathedral of Toledo ; he will not re- 
fufe, at my requeft, to receive you into the num- 
ber of his lacquies, who live plentifully, like fb 
many incumbents, on the revenue of his prebend; 
you will be ^erfedly well fituated, I can afTure 
you." 

I was fo much confoled by this aflurance, that I 
no longer thought of the bag, nor the (tripes 
which 1 had received, my mind being wholly pof- 
felTed with the pleafure of living like an incum- 
bent. Next day, while I was at breakfail;, a car- 
rier came to the parfonage, according to the cu- 
rate's orders, with two mules bridled and faddled. 
I was helped up on the one, the carrier mounted 
the other, and v^^e fet out for Toledo. My fellow- 
traveller was a fellow of humour, who liked no- 
thing better than to make himfclf merry at ano- 
ther's expence. '' My little junior, (faid he) you 
have a good friend in the curate of Galves ; he 
could not give you.a. better proof of his afled^iun, 
than that of recommending you to the fervice ot his 
nephew the canon, whom i have the honour to 
know, and who is, without contradiction, the pearl . 
of the whole chapter. He is none, of thole devo- 
tees, whofe pale and meagre faces preach up morti- 
fication. He has a capacious countenance, a roiy 
complexion, a meny look, is a jovial foul, who en- 
joys the prefent hour, and in particular loves good 
cheer. You live in his houfe like a little prince." 
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The rogue of a carrier perceiving that I liflen- j 
ed with great fatisfaftion, continued to extol the 1 
happinefs I (hould enjoy in the canon's lervice; 
and did not leave offfpeaking, until we arrived at I 
the village of Obifa, where w& ftopt a little to bait ' 
out mules. The carrier, while we walked about 
in the inn, let fall by accident, out of his pocket, 
a paper which I was cunning enough to pick up, 
without being obferved ; and which I found 
means to read while he was in trie liable. It was 
a letter directed to the priefts of the orphan hofpi^ 
tai, and conceived in tliefe terms : 

" Gentlemen, l thought [ was bound in cha- 
rity, to fend back to you a little kn ive, wh j is a 
runaway from your hofpltal. He does not fee:!! to 
want capacity, but deferves to be carefully mew- 
ei up ^ and I hope that, by proper correction, he 
will in time do well. That God may preferve 
your pious and charitable worlhip^, is the prayer 
of 

The Curate of Galves."^ 

When I had read this letter, which informed me 
of the curate's good intentions, T did not long heii- 
tate. To leave the inn, and gain the banks of the 
Ta^us, which was more- than a league from thence, 
was the work of a moment. Fear lent me vvingJ j 
to fly from the priells of t!ie orphan liotpi'tal, t'> 
whom I would by no means retarn, fo much was 
I^difguiled wr.h their manner of teaching the Li- 
tin tongue. I entered Toledo as gaily as if 1 had 
known where to board. 'True, it is a city of bene- 
diction, in which a m.m of genius, reduced to th: 
neceffity of hving at his neighbours cxpcncj, 
cannot die of hunger. Scarce had lavnved^iii 
the market-place, when a well drcilcd cuvolic", 

n I VV.lO^l 

Digitized by VjOOQle 



GIL BLAS. 75 

ivbom I pafled, laid hold of my arm, and faid, 
' Harkee, my boy, will you ferve iifc? I Ihould 
3e glad to have fuch a lacquey as you."^ " And 
t fliould be glad, (anfvvcred I) to have fuch a ma- 
iler as you," ** If that be the cafe, (he refumed) 
thou art mine from this moment, Follow me." 
rhis I did, without making any further reply. . 
This cavalier, who might be about thirty years 
of age, and was called Don Abel, lodged in a 
houfe, where he poflefTed a very handfome apart- 
ment. He. was, by profeflion, a ga neller, and we 
lived together in this manner : in the morning I 
cut as much tobacco for him as would fill five or 
iix pipes, brufned his clothes, and went for the 
barber to fhave him and drefs his whilkers. Af- 
ter which he went out and made a tour among the 
tennis courts, from whence he returned about ele- 
ven or twelve o'clock at night. But each morn- 
ii]g betore he went out, he gave me three royals 
for my day's expence, leaving me at liberty to do 
what I pleafed until ten o'clock at night. He 
was very well fatisfied with me, provided he found 
me at home when he returned. He ordered a 
doublet and hofe of livery to be made for me, fo 
that I looked like a page of a lady of the town. I 
ivas very well fatisUed with my place, and certain- 
y 1 could not have found one more agreeable of 
i\y humour. 

I had led this happy life almoft a whole months 
?vhen my mafter alked if I was pleafed with his 
>eliaviour. 1 anfwered, that I could not be more 
X). " Well then, he refumed, we fliall fct out to- 
morrow for Seville, whither my affairs call me. 
Thou wilt not be forry to fee that capital of An- 
ialufia." 

« He 
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** He that hath not Seville feen, 
(faith the proverb) 
, " Is no traveller, 1 ween." 

I aflarqd him, that I was ready to follow him 
whitherfoever he fliould go. That very day, the 
Seville carrier came to his lodging, to fetch a large 
coffer that contained all his moveables : and in 
the morning we fet out for Andalufia. 
' Signior Don Abel was fo lucky at play, that he 
never loft, except when he chofe to lofe. This 
talent often obliged him to change his place of ha- 
bitation, that he mip^ht avoid the refentment of 
dupes ; and this was the caufe of our prefent jour- 
ney. Being arrived at Seville, tve took lodgings 
near the gate of Cordova, and began to live as we 
had lived at Toledo : but my mafter found a dif- 
ftrence between thefe two cities. In the tennis 
courts of Seville, he met with gamefters who play- 
ed as fuccefsfully as he, fo that he came home 
fometimes very much out of humour. One morn- 
ing being chagrined at the lofs of one hundred pi- 
floles, which he ventured the preceding day, .he 
afked why I had not carried his dirty linen to a 
Vv^oman whom he employed to walh and perfume 
it. 1 anfwered, that I had forgot. Upon which, 
falling into a paffion, he gave me half-a-dozen 
boxes on the face fo rudely, that he. made me fee 
more candles than ever burnt in Solomon's tem- 
ple. There, little wretch, (faid he) there is fome- 
thing to make you mind your bulinefs. Muft I 
be always at your tail, to tell you what you have 
to do? Why are you not as ready to work as to 
eat? Are you fuch a beaft, as to be incapable of 
anticipating my orders and occafions ?" So faying, 
he went out of his apartment, leaving me very 
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much mortified at the blows I had received for 
fuch a flight fault. I don't know what adventure 
happened to him foon after in the tennis court, 
but one evening he came home very much belat- 
ed, and faid, *• Scipio, I am refolved to go to Italy, 
and muft embark the day after to-morrow, in a 
fliip bound for Genoa. I have my own reafon^ 
for- making that voyage ; \yilt thou not acconpan 7 
me, and lay hold of fuch a fair occafion to fee thj 
mod delightful country in the world? I faid I 
would, but at the fame time propofed to difappear 
juft when-he intended to embark. I thought I 
would revenge myfelf of him in this manner, ani 
was very well pleafed with the fcheme, which I 
could not help imparting to a profeffed bravo vvho.n 
I met in the ftreet : for fince my arrival at Seville, 
I had contracted fome bad acquaintances, an 1 
this, in particular. I told him in what minn?.r, 
and for what I had been buffeted, then communi- 
cated my defign of leaving Don Abel when h^ 
fliould be juft ready, to go on board, and aikeJ liis 
opinion of my refolution. 

The bravo frowned while he liftened to me,, and 
twirled the curls of his muftachio ; then, blamin,:; 
Day mafter with an air of gravity, " Little gentle- 
roan, (faid he) you are difhonoured for ever, if 
you rcftrid: yourfelf to that frivolous revenge 
which you have hatched. It is not enough to kt 
Don Abel depart by himftlf ; that would not b-^ 
punifhment fufficient. The chaftifement mud b:^ 
proportioned to the injury. Let us therefore car- 
17 off his goods and money, which we will ihar- 
like brothers after he is gone." Altho' I was nii- 
turally inclined ta-thie_ving, I was frightened at 
the propofal of fuch an important robbery. Ne- 
verthelefs, the arch rogue who mads it, did noc 
fail to perfuade me to it ; and you ihall hear th ^ 
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fuccefs of' OUT? enterprize. The bravo, who was ^ 
big ftrong fellow, came to our lodging aext day in 
the twilight, when I fhewed him the coffer in 
which my mafter had already fecured his efFetSls, 
and alked if he could carry fuch a weight. 
*« Such a weight ! (faid he) know, that when the 
bulinefs is to carry off the goods of another, I 
can lift Noah's ark.'^ So faying, he flung the cof- 
fer on his fhoulders with cafe, and went down 
flairs with it upon tip-toes. I followed him with 
fome caution, and we were jufl going out at the 
ftreet door, when Don Abel, brought thither fa 
feafonably by his good genius, appeared all of a' 
fudden. 

" Where art thou going with the coffer ?" faid 
he. I was fo confounded, that I flpod filent, and 
the bravo feeing the affair mifgive, threw down 
his load, and betook himfelf to flight, in order to 
avoid explanations." " Where art thou going 
with the coffer ?" faid my mafter for the fecond 
time. " Sir, anfwered I, more dead than aliv€, I 
am going to carry it on board the (hip in which 
you are to embark to-morrow for Italy.'* " Ha I 
(he replied) doft thou know in what fhip I intend- 
ed to fail ?" " No, Sir, (faid I) but I have a tongue 
in my head, and I fhould have enquired at the 
harbour, wher^ fomebody would have certainly 
told me." At this my anfwer which he fufped- 
ed, he darted fuch a furious look at me, that I was 
afraid of a fecond beating. ♦' Who ordered you, 
(cried he) to bring my coffer out of the houfe ?" 
" You yourfelf, faid I. Don't you remember how 
you upbraided me fome days ago ? Did not yon 
. fay, while you beat me, that you exped^ed I would 
prevent your orders, arid do what was proper for 
your fervice of my own accord ? Now, it was in 
confequence of this diredion, that I employed one 
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to-cariy your coffer to the Ihip." The gamefter 
obferving that I was more milchievous than he i- 
naagined, difmiffed tiie immediately, faying, with 
tin air of indifference, " Go, Mr Scipio, and hea- 
veti be your guide* 1 don't chufe to play with 
people who have fometimes a card loo many, 
fometimes one too few. Get out of my fight, 
(added he in another tone) left I make you fing 
mthout your gamut." I faved him the trouble of 
repeating his comn\and, and g;ot off in a twinkling, 
being woundedly afraid that he would drip me of 
ray clothes, which however he luckily fpared. I 
walked along the ftreet, confidering where I 
could ftay, with my two royals, which conllituted 
my wholje ftock. 1 arrived at the gate of the arch- 
^op's palace ; and as his grace's fupper was 
then dreffing, an agreeable favour iffued from the 
kitchen, and diffufed itfelf a whole league around. 
Z^ok ! (faid I to myfeif ) I fliould like to difpatch 
One of thofc ragouts which falute my nofe. I 
fliottld even be contented with an opportunity of 
dipping my four fingejrs and thumb in it. What! 
can't I fail upon fome method of tarting thefe 
dainties that fmell fo agreeably; the thing does 
not feem impoffiole, . 1 whetted my iniagina- 
tion accordingly, and by dint of muling, hatch- 
ed a. trick, which 1 immediately put in prafti'-jc, 
and which fucceeded to my wuh. i entered the 
court of the palace, and running towards the kit- 
clien, cried as loud as I could, Help 1 help I us if 
1 had been purfued by lome affaflin. 

At my repeated cries. Mi: Diego, the archbi- 
fliop's cook, witii two or three fculhons, came run- 
^iiiig out to know the cauic; and feeing nobody 
but ine, aiked why 1 made fuch a no:ih, '* Ah I 
Sir, (fiid I, pretending to be fiightened almoit out 
G 2 of 
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of my wits,) for the love of St Polycarp, pray fav« 
mefiomthe fury of a bravo that wants to kill me." 

*' Where is this bravo ? (cried Diego) you are 
quite alone, without fo much as a cat at your heels." 
Go, my child, lay^ afide your fear. It was proba- 
bly fomebody who wanted to terrify you for his 
liiveriion, and who did well not to follow you into 
this palace ; for if he had, we fliould have cut off 
his cars." " No, no, (faid I to the cook) he did 
riot purfue me for his diverfion. He is a big ill- 
Icoking fellow, who intends to ftrip me, and waits 
liHid by in the ftreet to catch me as I go out." 
*• He Ihall wait a long time then, (he replied) for 
; ou fliall ftay here till to-morrow, and want for 
r.cfiher fupper nor bed. 

I w as tranfportcd with joy when I heard the 
x\oic]s; and it was a ravifliing fight to me, when, 
leing conduced into the kitchen by Mr Diego, I 
I chcld the preparations for his grace's fupper. I 
icckoned fifteen perfons at work, but I could not 
)iHiiber the dilhes that 1 faw : fo careful had pro- 
^ dciice been in behalf of the archbifhop. It was 
then, that fealting upon the fleams of the ragouts 
^v i]ich I had only fmelled afar off before, I became 
iCGurJnted with fenfuality. I iiad the honour to 
}0p and fleep with the fcuUions, whofe friendfhip I 
^;ained to that degree, thatvncxt day, when I went 
lo thank Mr Diego for the afylum he had fo gene- 
H uily afforded, he faid, "Our kitchen lads tell me, 
li ey would be glad to have you for a comrade, 
ti.cy like your humour fo well: would you chufc 
tu Le their companion?" i anfwered, *' That if I 
crjcyed that piece of good fortune 1 fliould think 
m ^iclf perfeftly happy." " It" that be the cafe, my 
ir v.nd, (laid he) look upon ycuifelf from this mo- 
ii cnt as an officer of the palace." So faying, he 
V: <.r.i LvA prefented me to the major-domo, who, 
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on account of my fprightly look, judged me wor- 
thy to be received among the turn-fpits. 

I was nofooner in poilefllon of fuch an honour- 
able employment, ths^n Mr Diego, according to 
the cufloms of cooks in great families, who pri- 
vately fend victuals to their miilrefTes, cliofe me to 
carry to a certain lady in the neighbourhood fone- 
times loins of veal, and fometiines fowl or venifon. 
This good lady was a widow fcarce turn ad ot thir- 
ty, very handjbme, very f:nart, and to all appaar- 
ance not over faithful to her cook, who not only' 
furnilbed her with victuals, bread, fugar and oil, 
but alfo provided her with gojj wine, ali at the 
expence of the archbiihop. 

i was etP-clually improved in the pal ice of his 
grace, where 1 played a very pleafant prank, wliich 
is dill fpoken of at Seville, The pag^s nni fo.ne 
other dome/lies, in order to celebrate thiir ma- 
(ler's birth- day, took it in their heads to reprcfent 
a comedy. Ti)ey chofe that of the Bsnav'uijs -^ ; 
arid as they had occafion for a boy of my age to 
play the part of the young king of Le^n, they call 
their £yes upon me. The major-domo,- who 
piqued himfelf upon his talent of declamation,' un- 
ilertook to initruA me, and after he had given me 
a fcvv leiibns, allured them, that I would not be 
the word actor in the play. As our milder was at 
the expence of the entertainment, no coil was fpa- 
led to render it magniliceht. A theatre w^as bu It 
iuthe brgelt hall of the palace, and decorated with 
fireat tafte. There was a bed of turf made iix tlie 
hack-fcene, on which I was to appear a-lleep, and 
the Moors fall upon me to make me prifoner. 
When the adcrs were perfect in their parts, the 
iirchbilhop fixed the day for the reprefentation, and 

Bcnavides, the firname of a noSIc fdniily in Spain, de- 
iteii^itd f rom Aloiifo tlie ninth fLingofCaftuc, 
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tJicI not fall to invite the moft coniiderable noble- 
men and ladies of the city to come and fee it. 
Ttie day being come, each aclor was bulled with 
Jis drels* As for naine, it was brought to me by a 
tailor, accompanied by our major-domo; who, ha- 
ving been'at the trouble of teaching me my part, 
was alfo pleafed to fuperintend my drefs. The 
tailor clothed me with a rich velvet robe, trimmed 
Aviih gold lace and buttons, with hanging fleeves 
tidorned with fringe of the fame metal ; and the 
major-domo hirafelf placed upon my head a crown 
of paper, powdered with a quantity of fine pearls, 
intermixed with falfe ftones. Befides, they girded 
nie with afafh of pink-coloured lilk wrought with 
"^ A\\k flowers; and every thing they faid to me feem- 
* td to lend me wings to run away with the plun- 
der. At length the play began about twilight, f 
opened the fcene, by pronouncing fome verfes, im- 
porting, that being unable to keep my felf awake, I 
was going to abandon myfelf to flumber ; at the 
fiip.e time, I withdrew, and laid down on the bed 
•of turf which had been prepared for me ; but in- 
Itead of falling a-fleep, I began to confider how I 
could get into the ftreet, and efcape with my royal 
1 )bes. A littlfe private ftair that led down under 
t!;e theatre into the hall, fecmed proper for the 
execution of my defign. I accordingly got up 
nimbly, and feeing that nobody took notice of me, 
ilipt down that ftair which conduded me into the 
li^cil, the d< or of which I gained, crying, '* Room, 
T)0 n, I am going to change my drefs." Every 
one made way for me, fo that in lefs than two mi- 
i.ates I got out of the palace, with impunity, and 
by favour of the night, repaired to the houfe of a 
bravo of my acquaintance. 

He was perfeftly aftonilhed to fee me in^that 
gr.rb; and when I imparted the aflfi^ir, be laughed 
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until he was ready to burd;, then embracinpj me 
with fo much the more joy, as he flattered himfelf 
with the hope of fliaring the fpoils of the kmg of 
Leon, he congratulated me on having performed 
fuch a fine ftroke, and told me, that if I went on 
at that rate, my genius would one day make a great 
noife in the world.' After we had fuSSciently made 
ourfelves merry, " What fhiU we do with this rich 
drefs?" (faid I to the bravo;) who anfvvered, 
" Give yourfelf no trouble on that fcore. I know 
an honeft broker, who without expreffing the leall 
curiofity, buys every thing that is brought to hiai, 
provided he likes the bargain : to morrow morn- 
ing I will go and bring him hither." In elT^dt, 
the bravo went out early next day leaving me 
a-bed in his room, and in two hours returned with 
the broker, who carried a yellow br-t under his 
arm. " Friend, (faid he to me) this is Signior 
Ybagnez de Segovia, who, in fpite of the bad ex- 
ample fliewn by his brethren of the trade, deals 
with the moft fcrupulous integrity. He will tell 
you to a farthing the value of this drefs that you 
want to part with, and you may depend upon his 
eftimation." " Yes, certainly, (fiid the broker.) I 
muft be a wretch indeed, if I prized a thin^ un.ler 
the true" value. That is a cri n^ with which i w.is 
never taxed, thank God, and no man fliall ever lay 
it to the charge of Ybagnez de Se:^ovii. Let us 
fee the goods you want to fell, andl will confcien- 
.tiouily tell you what they are worth." " Here 
they are, (laid the bravo, flievving them) and you 
mull allow, that nothing can be more maguiliceilt: 
obferve the beauty of th it Genoa velvet, and the 
xichnefs of the trimming." ** 1 am quite charmed 
with it I (replied the broker, after he had viewed 
it actentively,j nothing can be finer." ** And what 
do you think of the pearls of this crown.^" rtfa.ned 
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my frien^. " If they were more round, (faid 
Ybagnez) they would be inellimable: however, 
fuch as they are, I think them very pretty and like 
them as well as the reft of the drefs. 1 fincerely 
own it; (continued he) another rogue of a broker 
in my place would pretend to defpife the mer- 
chandize, that he might have it cheap, and would 
not be alhamed of offering twenty piftoles for it; 
but I, who have feme confcience, will give forty." 

If Ybagnez had faid a hundred, he would not 
then have been a juft appraifer : fince the pearls 
alone were well worth two hundred crowns. The 
bravo, v/ho had a fellow-feeling with him, faid to 
me, " You fee how fortunate you are in falling in- 
to the hands of an honeft man. Signior Ybagnez 
prizes every thing, as if he was upon his death 
bed." " Xhat's true, (faid the broker) and there- 
fore I never rife or fall a farthing in my price. 
Well (added he) is it a bargain? Siiall 1 count out 
tue money to you ?'' Stay, (replied the bravo) my 
f.iend mull firll try on this fuit of clothes, which I 
deiired you to bring for him. 1 am miftaken if 
they won't fit him exactly." Then the broker un- 
tied his bundle, fliewed me a doublet and hofe, of 
a very good dark coloured cloth, with filver hxxtr 
tons ; the whole feemingly half worn. 1 got up to 
try this drefs, wliich, though both ^oo long and 
two wide, appeared to thcfe gentlemen to . have 
been made on purpofe for nie. Ybagnez rated it 
at ten piftoles; and as he never abated one farthing 
of what he aflced, we wereobhged to comply with 
his valuation. So he took thirty piftoles out of 
h'u purfe, and fpread them upon the table, after 
which he made another bundle of my crown and 
royal robes, which he carried off accordingly. 

When he was gone, the bravo faid, ** i am very 
well fatisfied with tlus broker." And good reafon 
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he had to be foj for I am fure he gave him one 
hundred piftoles, at leaft, by way of gratification- 
But he was not contented with that fum: he 
took, without ceremony, the half of the money 
that lay on the table, leaving the other half to 
me, and faying, " My dear Scipio, with thefe fif- 
teen piflioles that remain, I advife you to quit this 
city forthwith; for you may be aflured, that the 
archbilhop will give orders to fearch for you every 
where. I fhould be extremely mortified, iT, after 
having fignalized yourfelf by an aftion which will 
do honour to your hiftory, you fhould fooliftily fut- 
ter yourfelf to be apprehended," I anfwered, that 
I was fully refolved to leave Seville : and in efFed, 
gfter having bought a hat and fome fhirts, 1 gain- 
ed the vaft and delightful plain that ftretches a- 
mong the vines and olives to the antrent city of 
Carmona, and three days after arrived at Cor- 
dova *. 

I lodged at an inn, as you enter the great 
fquare, where the merchants live; and gave my- 
felf out for the fon of a good family at Toledo, 
who travelled for my pleafure. I was well Enough 
clothed, to make people believe this ftory, and the 
landlord was finally convinced, by the light of 
fome piftoles, which 1 let him fee, as if by chance. 
It is probable, indeed, that my tender years made 
him beheve I was fome Ihtle libertine, who had 

* Cordova the antient Corduba, a city uf Andalufia, upon 
the banks of the Guadalaquivcr ; formeiiy the icfidcnce of the 
Alooiiih kings. It is famous for having given birtn to the two 
ticuecas, the poet Lucan, the great general Gonzales, and ma- 
-ny more pcilons of note. The cathedral was heretofore a 
mofque built by the Moors, after the model of Solomon'sj tem- 
ple J and reckoned almait equal to that of Mecca, in beauty 
and magnificence J being fupportcd by a vail number of mar* 
blc columns. 1 his city is alfo famous for the martyrdom of 
many faiats, who were inhumanly butchered bv the iniidels 
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run away from his parents, after having robbed 
thctn. Be this as it will, ht did not feem caricms 
to know more than .what I told him of the matter; 
being, in all likelihood, afraid that his curiofity 
might make me change my lodging. For fix 
royals a-day, I lived very well in this inn, which 
was frequented by a good deal of company ; there 
being at fupper in the eretHng no lefs than twelve 
people at one table. It was very diverting to fee 
every one eating, without fpeaking a fyllable, ex- 
c:-pt one man, who talking inccffantly, at random, 
-compcnfated for the filence of the reft, by his im- • 
pertinent prating. He affeded the wit, told fto- 
ries, and endeavoured, by quaint fayings, to enter- 
tain the company, who, from time to time, laugh- 
ed heartily, though not fo much at the brightneis 
of his fallies, as at his ridiculous behaviour. 

As for my part, I paid fo littlfe attention to the 
difcourfe of this original, that I fhould have rifeu 
from fupper, without being able to give any ac^ 
-count of what he faid, had he not found means to 
iatereft me in his converfation. " Gentlemen, 
(faid he, towards the end of our meal) I haire 
kept for the defert, a moft diverting ftory : ai) ad- 
ventui^ that befel, a few days ago, at the palace o£ 
the archbifhop of Seville. I had it from a bach^* 
lor of my acquaintance, who told me, that he was 

prefent when it happened." Thefe words dif- 

compofed me a good deal; I did not doubt that it 
was my adventure, which he intended to recount: 
a ad I was not miftaken. This pcrfon gave a 
iiithfiil detail of it, and even informed me of whrt 
I did not know; that is, what happened in the hail 
after my departure: and this you iliall hear. / , 

Scarce had 1 betook myielf to fiight, when the 
Moors, who, according to the performance which 
was reprefented, were to carry me off, appeared 
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upon the ftage, with a defigtt of furprifing me on 
the bed of turf, where they thought I was afleep; 
but whea they went to feize the King of Leon, 
they were very nvuch aftonifhed to find neither 
king nor knave. The play was. immediately in» 
terrupted; all the aftors were perplexed ; fome 
called me, others fearched for me; one hallooed, 
and another curfed me. The archbifhop percei- 
ving the trouble and confiifion that reigned be- 
hind the fcenes, aflced what was the matter. A , 
page, who a6ted t^be Graciofo of the piece, hear- 
ing the prelate's voice, came out and faid to his 
grace, ** My lord, you need not fear that the 
Moors will take the king of Leon prifoner ; he 
has efcaped with his royal robes." Heaven be 
praifed! (cried the archbiftwp,) he was very much 
in the right to fly from the enemies of our reli- 
gion, and efcape the chains which they had pre- 
pared for him. He has, dou^tlefs, returned to- 
wards Leon, the capital of his kingdom ; and I 
wilh he may get home, without meeting with any 
bad accident. Let no man go in purfuit of him, 
for I {hould be forry if his majefty received any 
mortification from me." The prelate having fpoke 
in this manner, ordered my part t© be read, and 
the play to go on. 



CHAP. XI.; 

The fequel of Scipids hi/lory. 

AS long as my money lafted, the landlord 
treated me with great refped ; but no foon- 
er did he perceive that my finances were exhauft- 
ed, than he loooked cool upon me, picked a quar- 
rel, and one morning early dcfired me, to leave his 
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houfe. I quitted it with diidain, and went into a 
church belonging to the Dominicans, where, while 
I heard mafs, an old Mendicant came, and afked 
alms of met I took two or three maravedis out of 
my pocket, and giving them to him, faid, ^* Friend, 
pray God to fend me fome good place : if your 
prayer is heard, you Ihall not repent of your de- 
votion, and may depend upon my gratitude." 
- At thefe words, the beggar viewed me very at- 
tentively, and anfwered with a ferious air, " What 
poft would you have?" — I could wifti (faid I) to 
be a lacquey in fome good family." He then alk^ 
ed if my occafions were preffing. . ** They cannot 
be more fo, (I rcfumed:) for, if I have not the 
good fortune of being fettled very foon, there is 
no medium; I muft either die of hunger, or be- 
take myfelf to your trade." ** If you are reduced 
to fuch neceffity, (faid he) you, who are not at all 
calculated for our bufinefej muft be in a very difa- 
greeable fituation : but were you in the leaft accu* 
ftomed to our way of life, you would prefer it to 
fervitude, which is, without contradidion, inferior 
to beggary, Neverthelefs, finceyou choofe to be 
a fervant; rather than to live a free and indepen- 
dent life, as I do, you fhall have a mafter immedi- 
ately, Notwithftanding my appearance, 1 can be 
of ufe to you r therefore come hither to morrow at 
the fame hour." 

Refolved to be pundlual, I returned next day to 
the fame place, wher-e I had not been long before 
the Mendicant coming up to me bid me take tfie 
trouble to follow him, I did fo: he condudled me 
to a cellar not far from the church; and this was 
the place of his refidence. We entered his habi- 
tation; and fitting down upon a bench, whicli 
was at leaft an hundred years old, he fpoke to me 
in this manner : " A good a(3;ion, as the provetb 
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Ikys, always finds its recompence : yx>u gave me 
charity yefterday, and that determines me to pro- 
cure a place for you; and this, pleafe God, I will 
foon perform. I am acquainted with an old Domi- 
nican, called father Alexis, who is an holy eccle- 
fiaftic, and great confeflbr. I have the honour to 
run bis errands, and acquit myfelf in that employ- 
ment with fo much fidelity and difcretion, that he 
never refufes to ufe his intereft for me and my 
friends. I have fpoke to him of you in fuch a 
manner, that he is difpofcd to do you fervice ; and 
I will prefent you to his reverence whenever you 
pleafe." " There is not a inoment to lofe : (faid I 
to the old beggar) let us go inftantly to the good 
friar." The mendicant confented, and carried me 
forthwith to father Alexis, whom we found in his 
room, bufy in writing fpiritual letters. He inter- 
rupted his work to fpeak to me, and told me, that, 
at the requeft of the Mendicant, he would intereft 
himfelf in my behalf. " Having been informed 
(added he) that Signior Balthazar Velafquez want- 
ed a lacquey, I wrote this morning in your favour; 
and he has anfwered that he will receive you im- 
plicitly, on my recommendation. You may, this 
very day, go to him from me ; he is my penitent 
and friends" The monk on this occafion, exhort- 
ed me, during three quarters of an hour to do my 
duty with fidelity and diligence. He enlarged par- 
ticularly on the obligation I was under to ferve 
Velafquez with zeal : after which, he aflured me, 
that he would take care to maintain me in my 
poll, provided my matter {hould be pleafed with 
my behaviour. Having thanked the monk for his 
gcnerofity, 1 came out of the convent with the 
beggar; who told me that Signior Balthazar Ve- 
lafquez was an old rich woolen draper of great 
meeknefs and fimplicity. '' I dare fay (added he) 
Vol. IV. " H ogtzedbyGoogi thif 
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that you will be perfeftly happy in his family.** I 
enquired whereabouts the citizen liv^^d, and went 
inimediately to his houfe, after having promifed to 
make an acknowledgment to the beggar, as foon 
as I fhould take rqot in my place. I entered a 
large (hop, where two well drefled apprentices 
were walking to and fro, in expedation of cufto- 
mers ; and afking if therr mafter was at home, told 
them, 1 had a meflage to him from father Alexis. 
At the mention of that venerable name, I was 
Ihewn into the back (hop, where the merchant fat 
at a bureau, turning over the leaves of a large day- 
book. , I ialuted him with great refpeft, faying, 
while I advanced, ** Signior, I am the young man 
whom the reverend father Alexis recommended 
to you for a lacquey." " Ha! welcome, my child; 
(faid he) that holy man's ipecommendation is fuffi- 
cient. I receive thee into my fervice, in preference 
to three or four lacqueys that were fent by other 
people. It is agreed thy wages run up from this 
day forward." 

I had not. been long in the fervice of this citizen, 
before I perceived him to be juft fuch a man as the 
beggar had defcribed. His fimplicity feemed even 
fo great, that I could not help thinking I fhould 
find fome difficulty in abftaining from playing him 
fome trick or other^ He had been a widower four 
years and had two children, a fon tunned of five- 
and-twenty, and a daughter gomg in her fifteenth 
year, who being brought up by a fevere duenna, 
and direded by father Alexis, walked in the path 
of virtue: but Gafpard Velafquez her brother, 
though nothing had been fpared in his education, 
had all the yices of a young fpendthrift. He fome- 
times lay two or three nights abroad ; and if, at 
his return, his father took it into his head to repri- 
mand 
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mand hitn, Gafpard impofed filence upon him in a 
tone ftill higher than that of the old man. 

" Scipio, (faid tlie draper to me one day) I have 
afoo who is the fqle plague of my life; he is plun- 
ge in all manner of debauchery : a circumftance 
that furprifcs me very much; for his education 
vyas by no means negleded. 1 gave him good ma- 
ilers, and my friend Alexis hath done his utmofl 
endeavour to put him in the right road ; but he 
Gould not fucceed : Gafpard is fallen into a ftate of 
iibertinifm. Thou wilt fay, perhaps, that I treated^ 
him too gently in the beginning of his youth; and 
that he was undone by my indulgence : but that 
Was not the cafe ; he was always chaftifed when I 
thought he deferved to be ufed with rigour ; for, 
good natured as I am, I have refolution enough, 
when there is occalion for it. I have even order- 
fid him to be confined ; and the confequcuce was, 
he became more wicked than ever. In a word, he 
has one of thofe bad difpolitions which cannot be 
improved by good example, remonftrances, or cha- 
ftifement. Heaven alone can work that miracle." 

If I was not niuch moved at the forrow of this 
unhappy father, at leafl: I pretended to be fo. 
''How much are you to be pitied, Sir ? (faid 1) 
a good man, like you, deferves to have a much 
better fon." " Heaven^ my child, (anfwered he) 
is pleafed to deprive me of that confolation. A- 
^ong other caufes which Gafpard gives me to com- 
plain of him, (added he). I will tell thee in. confi- 
dence, there is one that makes me very uneafy;. 
that is the inclination which he has to rob me, and 
which he but too often finds means to fatisf/ in 
fpite of all my vigilance. The lacquey, whom you 
fucceed, was in concert with him, and for that rea- 
son turned away. As. for thee, 1 hope thou wilt 
J^ot fuffer thyfelf to be corrupted by my fon ; but 
il ^ o,,t,zed.vGoo^eoufe 
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efpoufe my intereft, as father Alexis, has, doubtlefs, 
exhorted thee."* "That Til anfwerfor, faid I: his 
reverence exhorted me a whole hour, to have no- 
thing in view but your advantage : but I can af- 
fure you, I had no need of being exhorted to that: 
I feel myfelf difpofed to ferve you faithfully, and 
my zeal will prove itfelf on all occafiotis.*^ 

He who hears one fide only, hears nothing. 
Young Velafquez, who was a devihfti beau, judg- 
ing by my phyfiognomy, that I would be as eafily 
leduced, as my predeceflbr, took me afide into a 
private place, and fpoke to me in thefe terms : 
Hark'ee, my dear, I am perfuaded that my father 
has charged thee to be a fpy upon my a6tions r 
take care of thyfelf ; I give thee notice before- 
hand, that thy employment is none of the moft a- 
greeable. If ever I perceive that thou makeft thy 
remarks upon me, I will cudgel thee to death ; 
\\ hereas, if thou wilt aflift me in cheating my fa* 
ther, thou mayeft depend upon my gratitude. Muft 
I be more plain with thee? Thou flialt have a (bare 
of the purchdfe. Make thy choice, therefore, and 
declare this inftant either for the father or fon; for 
I will admit of no neutrality/' 

" Sir, (anfwered I) you are very fhort with me ; 
and I plainly j>erceive that I cannot help efpoufing 
your caufe, though in tny heart I feel a reludlancy 
to betray Signior Velafquez. " Thou oughtcft to 
make no fcruple in fo doing, replied Gafpard : he 
is an old mifer, who wants to keep me Hill in 
leading-firings ; a wretch who denies me the ne- 
ceffaries of life, in refufing to furnifh me with mo- 
ney for my pleafures ; for pleafures are the necef- 
faries of life at the age of five-and-twenty : thou 
muft therefore look upon my father in that point 
of view." " Enough, Sir, (faid I) there is no fuch 
think as holding out againft fo juit a caufe of com* 
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plaint. I offer my fervice, to fecorKTycu myour 
laudable undertakings; but let us conceal our mu- 
tual intelligence, that your faithful aflbciate may 
not be turned out of doors. You will do well, 
methinks, in affecting to hate me : fpeak roughly^ 
to me before people, and do not fpare ill language^ 
even fome boxes on the ear, and kicks on the 
breech, will not be amifs : on the contrary, the 
more marks of averfion you beftow upon me, the 
more confidence, will Balthazar have in my inte- 
grity. As for my part, I will pretend to avoid 
your converfation : in fervrng you at table,' I will 
feem to acquit rayfelf with regret ; and when I 
talk^f you to the apprentices, don't take it ill 
that I rail at you with great bitterneCs." 

" Egad! (cried Yelafquez, hearing ray lall 
rords) 1 admire thy genius, my frieml : thou fhew- 
cft, at thy age, an aftoniftiing capacity for intrigue- 
from whence I conceive the moft happy prefage ;, 
for I hope, with thy affiftance, I Ihall not leave 
my father one fingle piftole." " You do me a 
great deal of honour (faid I) in depending fo 
much on my induftry : I will do my utmoft en- 
deavour to juftify the good opinion you have of 
my underftanding ; and if 1 fail, at leafl it flialL 
not be my fault.'^ 

It was not long before I let Gafpard fee that I 
was aftually the man he wanted; and this is the 
fixil fervice I did him ; Balthazar's ftrong box flood 
ill his chamber juft by his bed fide, and fervcd him 
inflead of a pew for prayer. Every time I looked 
fit it, my eye-fight was regaled; and I frequently 
foid to myfelf, *' Friend jtrong box muft tiiou be 
always locked to me ; Shall I never have the plea- 
fuie of contemplating thy contents ?" As I went 
whenever I pleafed into this chamber, which was 
forbid to nobody but Gafpard, I happenod one cl'*^ 
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to perceive his father, who thinking himfelf unob- 
ferved, after having opened and locked this ftrong 
box, concealed the key behind a hanging. I mark- 
ed the place well, and imparted my difcovery to 
my young mafter, who embraced me with joy fay- 
ing, •' Ah, my dear Scipio ! what a charming piece 
of news is this ^ Our fortune is made, ray child. 
I will this very day give thee wax, with which thou 
mayeft take the impreffion of the key, and put it 
into my" hands. I fliall eafily find an obliging: 
lockfmith in Cordova; in which, thanlc heaven, 
there is no fcarcity of rogues." 

*' But why (faid I to Gafpard) would you make 
a falfe key, when we can ufe the true one !" " Be- 
caufe (anfwered he} my father through diftruft, or 
fome other motive, may take it in his head to bide 
it clfewhere ; and therefore, it is better to have one 
for ourfelves,'* I approved of his caution; and 
yielding to his inclination, prepared for taking the 
impreffion of the key. This was executed one 
morning early, while my old mafter paid a vifit la 
father Alexis, with whom he had ufually long con- 
verfations. This was not all ; I ufed the key in 
opening the box, which being filled withlaijge and 
fmajl bags, threw me into, a charming perplexity : 
I did not know which to chufe, fuch affedlions aid 
I conceive for both kinds. Neverthelefs, as the fear 
of being furprifed did not permit me to make a 
long fcrutiny, I laid hold of one-of the largefl:, at a 
venture : then locking the coffer, and replacing 
the key behind the hangings, I quitted the cham- 
ber with my prey, which I went and concealed 
under my bed in a fmall wardrobe, where 1 ky. 

Having performed this operation fo fuccefsfully, 
I went iiptnediately to the young Velafquez, who 
waited for me in a houfe where he had appointed 
to meet m^,. and gave him infinite joy, by telling 

^ , what 
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what I had done. He was fo Well fatisfied, that he 
loaded me with careffes, and generoufly offered me 
the half of the money that was in tlie bag : but 
that I refufed, faying, " No, no, Sir ; this firft bag 
is your own ; ufe it for your occafiqn : I will foon 
return to the ftrong box, where, thank heaven, 
there is money enough for us both." In efFed, 
three days after this, I carried off a fecond bag, 
containing, as the former, fi^ hundred crowns,' of 
which I would receive one fourth only, notwith- 
ftanding the preffing inftanccs of -Gafpard, that it 
fliould be equally divided between us. 

As foon as this young man found himfelf well 
flocked, and confequently, in a condition to (atis- 
fy his paflion for women and play, he abandoned 
himfelf entirely to both: he had even the misfor- 
tune to fall in love with one of thofe famous co- 
quettes, who devour and fwallow the largeft patri- 
monies in a very little time ; and being at a terri- 
ble expence on her account, laid me under the ne- 
ceffity of paying fo many vilits to the ftrong box, 
that at length old Velafquez perceived himfelf rob- 
bed. ^^ Scipio, (faid he one morning) I mufl: tell 
theeafecret: fomebody robs me, my friend: my 
ftrong box has been opened, and feveral bags ta- 
ken out : this is certain. Who muft be taxed with 
this theft? Or rather, who elfe than my fon Ga- 
fpard, who has entered my chamber \fy ftealth, ar 
been introduced by thee: for J am tempted to be- 
Keve thee his accomplice, though you feem to hate 
one another fo much. Neverthelefs, I wall not 11- 
iten to my fufpicion, lince father Alexis hath an- 
fwer^d for thy fidelity." I replied thax, thank 
heaven, I never coveted my neighbour's w^eakh i 
and accompanied that lie w^ith an hypocritical 
grimace, which ferved'inftead of ian apology. 

The old man, fure enough, faki no more of the 
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matter; but he did not leave of including rae itx 
his fufpicion ; and taking' his precautions againft 
our attempts, ordered his ftrong box to be fecured 
by another lock, the key of which he always kept, 
in his pocket.. By thefe means, all commerce be- 
tween us and the bags being broken, we looked 
very filly, efpecially Gafpard, who being no longer 
able to gratify the extravagance of his nymph, 
was afraid of lofing»the privilege of vifiting her^ 
He had genius enough, however, to invent an ex- 
pedient which fupported his expence a few day's 
longer; and that ingenious (hift was, to appro- 
priate to himfelf, by way of loan, all my fhare of 
the evacuations which I had performed on the 
ftrong box. I gave it all to the very laft piece ; 
and this, methinks, may pafs for anticipated refti- 
tution which I made to the old merehant, in the 
perfon of his heir. 

The young man, when he had exhaufted this, 
refource, confidering that h<p had now none left,, 
fell into a profound and gloomy fit of melancholy, 
which gradually difordered his reafon. He looked 
upon his father as the only plague of his life ; he 
was feized with the moft violent defpair ; and with- 
out liftening to the voice of nature, the wretch 
conceived the horrible defign of poifoning his pa- 
rent. He not only communicafed this execrable 
projedl to me, but even propofed that I fhould be 
the inftrument of his vengeance. Being ftruck 
with horror at the propofal, " Sir, (faid 1) is it pof- 
fible that you Ihould be fo abandoned by heaven, 
as to form this alx)minable refolution? What I are 
you capable of murdering the author of your own 
being ? Shall it be faid, that in Spain, in the very 
boftjm of Chriftianity, a crime was committed, the 
very idea of which raifes horror in the moft barba- 
lous nations? No, my dear mafter I (added I, fall- 
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ing on my knees before him) no, you will not 
eommit an adion which would juftly incenfe the 
whole world againft you, and be attended with the 
moil infamous chaftiferaent.'* 

I faid a great many more things to difluade Ga*- 
fpard from fuch a guilty undertaking. I don't 
know where I found all the arguments of a virtu- 
ous man, which I ufed to combat his defpair : but 
certain it is, I fpoke like a doftor of Salamanca^ 
though I was but a boy, and no other than the fon 
of Cofcolina. Nevertbielefs, in vain did I reprefent 
to him, that he ought to refledl ferioully, and cou- 
rageoufly repel thefe deteftable fentiments which 
had taken poITeffion of his foul; all my eloquence 
was ineffeflual. He hung his head, and remained 
in fuUen filcnce : fo that I concluded he would not 
fwerye from his refolution, notwithftanding all I 
could fay. 

Whereupon, I went and demanded a private 
eonvcrfation with my old mafter ; to whom, when 
we were Ihut up in a room together, I faid, ^' Suf- 
fer me, Sir, to throw myfelf at your feet, and im- 
plore your mercy." So faying, 1 fell down before 
him in great agitation, with my countenance bath- 
ed in tears. The merchant, furprifed at my pro- 
ftration, and the diforder of my looks, aiked 
what I had done : " A deed (I replied) cf which 
1 now heartily repent, and with which I will up- 
braid myfelf as long as I live. I have been weak 
enough to liften to your fon, and to aiTift him in 
Sealing your money. 1 then made a fincere con- 
teffion of all that had pafled on that fubjed ; af- 
ter which, I gave him an account of the couver- 
fation 1 had with Gafpard, whofe deiign i revt aled, 
without forgetting the lead circumftance. 

Bad as his opinion of his fon was, oid Velafquez 
could fcarcely ciedit my information, the truth of 
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which, however, having no reafon to doubt, ** Sci- 
pio, (faid he, raifing me, for I was ftill on my 
knees) I pardon thee, in confideration of the im- 
portant notice thou haft given me. Gafpard, 
(added he, raifing his voice) Gafpard has a defign 
upon my life ! Ah, ungrateful fon ! ah, monfter ! 
who had better been ftifled in the birth, than al- 
lowed to Jive and become a parricide ! what caufe 
haft thou to attempt my life? I allow thee a rea- 
fonablc yearly fum for thy pleafures, and thou art 
not fatisfied ? Muft I permit thee to fquander a- 
way my whole fortune ?'* Having uttered this bit- 
ter apoftrophe, he laid injunctions upon me to keep 
the fecret, and faid he would confider what was to 
be done in fuch a delicate conjundure. 

I was very anxious to know what refolution this 
unfortunate father would take, when that veiy 
day he fent for Gafpard, and fpoke thus to him, 
without manifefting a tittle of what he had in his 
head. " Son, I have received a letter from Meri- 
da, importing, that if you chufe to marry, you 
may have a maiden of that place, who is but fif- 
teen years old, perfedly handfome, and miftrefsof 
a good .fortune ; if you have no reludance to the 
marriage, we will fet out early to-morrow for Me- 
rida, vifit the lady who js propofed, and if you 
find her to your liking, you fliall efpoufe her forth- 
with." Gafpard hearing mention made of a good 
. fortune, which he thought was already in his 
clutches, arifwered without hefitation, that he was 
ready to go : fo that, next morning at day- break, 
they departed by themfelves, mounted on two 
good mules. 

When they had got as far as the mountains of 
Feiira, into a place as much frequented by rob- 
bers as dreaded by travellers, Balthazar alighted, 
defiring his fon to do the fame. The young man 
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obeyed, and aflced the reafoh of their quitting thei^ 
males in that place. '* I will tell thee, (anfwered 
the old man, darting at him a look in which his 
grief and indignation were painted) we have no 
bufinefs at Merida ; and the marriage which I 
mentioned is only a fable I invented to bring thee 
hither. I am not ignorant, ungrateful and un- 
natural fon ! I am not ignoraiit of the crime which 
thou haft hatched : I know that I am to be pre- 
fented with poifon prepared by thee: but, fool 
that thou art, doft thou flatter thyfelf that thou 
canft deprive me of my life in that manner, with 
impunity ? Thou art miftaken ; thy guilt woiild 
foon be difcovered, and thou wouldft perifh by the 
hand of the hangman. There is (added he} a 
furer method of fatiating thy rage, without ex- 
pofing. thyfelf to an ignominious death : we are 
here without witnefles, in a place where murders 
are committed every day : fince thou art fo e- 
ftranged from my blood, plunge thy poignard in- 
to my bofom, and the murder will be imputed to 
robbers." So faying, Balthazar baring his breaft, 
and pointing to his heart, " Here Gafpard, (added 
he) ftrike the mortal blow, and puniih me for ha- 
ving given being to fuch a wretch as thee." 

Young Velafquez, thunderftruck at thefe words, 
far 'from feeking to juftify himfelf, fell, without 
fonfe, or motion, at his father's feet. The good 
old man feeing him in that condition which feem- 
ed to be the beginning of repentance, could not 
help yielding to his paternal weaknefs, and flying 
to his afliftance : but Galpard no fooner recovered 
the ufe of his reafon, than, being unable to bear 
the prefence of a father fo juftly incenfed, he made 
an effort to get up, mounted his mule, and rode 
off without fpeaking a word. Balthazar let him 
go, and leavmg him to theremorfe of his own 
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confcience, returned to Cordova, where, fix moirtli^^ 
after, he learned that his fon had thrown himfel* 
into the monaftery of Carthufians at Seville, there 
to pafs the reft of his days in penitence. 



CHAP. Xlh 

The conclujion of Scipio^s hi/lory. 

BAD example fometimes produces good effeds. 
The condudl of young Velafquez made rae 
reflcdl ferioufly upon my own. I began to com- 
bat my thievifh inclinations, and live like an ho- 
neft man. The habit of rfeizing all the money 1 
could lay my hands on, was fo much confirmed in 
rae, by repeated adls, that I was not cafily van- 
quiflied. Neverthelefs, 1 did not defpair of fuc- 
ceeding; imagining, that to become virtuous, re- 
quiicd only a fincere defire of being fo. I there- 
fore undertook this great work, and heaven feein- 
ed to blefs my efforts. I no longer 'beheld the 
old merchant's flrong box with a covetous eye; 
and I believe, that had it been in my power, I 
fhould not have touched one of his bags : I own, 
however, that it would have been very imprudent 
in him, to put my infant integrity to fuch a proof; 
and therefore, Velafquez took care not to do it. 

Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young gentle* 
man, and knight of the order of Alcantara, came 
frequently to our houfe. We had his cuftom, and 
if he was not the beft, he was, at leaft, the moft 
noble of thofe who ufed the fliQp. 1 bad the good 
fortune to pleaie that cavaher, who, every time he 
met me, encouraged me to fpeak, and feemed to 
lillen with pleafure to what I faid. " Scipio, (laid 
he one day) if I had a lacquey of thy humour, 
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I ihould think myfelf in poffeflion of a treaCiire ;. 
and if thou didft not belong to a man for who ii I 
have a regard, I would do my endeavour to da- 
bauch thee from his fervice." " Sir, (faid I) you 
would find it a very eafy talk : for I have an in- 
clination to ferve people of quality, that is my foi- 
ble; I am charmed by their eafy behaviour." 
"If that be the cafe, (replied Don Maniiquez) I 
will defire Signior Balthazar to confent to cny 
leaving him, and coming into my fervice : I don't 
believe he will refufe me that favour.'* Indeed, 
Velafquez. granted it the more eafily, as he did not 
think the lofs of a roguifh lacquey irrepajable : 
for iny own part, I was glad of the change ; the 
valet of a citizen appearing to me a mere beggar^ 
in comparifon to the lacquey of a knight of Al- 
cantara. 

To draw a faithful pifture of my new patron, I 
mud tell you that he was a cavalier endowed with 
a mofl amiable perfon, and with fuch fweetnefs of 
temper and cultivated underftanding, as captiva- 
ted every body who knew him : befides, he had a 
great deal of courage and probity, and wanted 
nothing but fortune : being cadet of a family more^ 
illuftrious than rich, he was obhged to fubfift at the 
expence of au old aunt who lived at Toledo, and 
who, loving him as her own fon, took care to fUr- 
iiifli him with what money he wanted. He went 
always )iandfomely drefled,; and was perfedly well 
received every where. He viiited the principal 
ladies of the city, and among others, the- mar- 
chionefs'of Almeiiara, a widow of feventy-two 
years of age : who, by her engaging behaviour 
and agreeable wit, allured the whole nobility of 
Cordova to her houfe.- Men as well as women 
delighted in her converfation, and her family vv^s. 
ftiled the polite company. 

YoL.IV. I ^ . Uy 
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My mafter, who was one of the moft affiduous 
vifitors of that lady, came home from her houfe 
one evening with an enlivened look that was not 
natural to him r upon which, I faid, " Signior, 
you feem to be ftrangely elevated : may your 
faithful fervant alk the caufe ? Hath not fome- 
thing extraordinary happened ?** The knight^fmi- 
led at that queftion, and owned he was afkually 
engrofled by a ferious converfation which he had 
enjoyed with the marchionefs of Almenara. *' I 
heartily wifli, (faid I laughing) that the fupcranu- 
ated toaft may have made a declaration of love to 
you." " Jefting apart, (anfwered he) know, my 
friend, that I am really beloved by the marchio- 
nefs." " Chevalier, (faid fhe to me) I know the 
fmallnefs of your fortune, as well as the noblewefs 
of your birth : I have an inclination for you, and 
am refolved to make you eafy in your circum- 
ilances, , by marrying you, as 1 cannot decently 
make your fortune any other way. I know very 
well that this marriage will bring upon me the ri- 
dicule of the world ; that fcandal will be very bu- 
fy at my expence ; and that, in fhort, 1 fhall pais 
for an old fool, who muft needs have another huf- 
band. No matter, I intend to defpife flander, in 
order to make you happy : all that I fear, (added 
flie) is, that you may poffibly have a reluctance to 
comply with my intentions. This (continued the 
knight) is the fubjed of her difcourfe, which fur- 
prifed me the more, as fhe is the moft virtuous and 
prudent woman in Cordova. I anfwered, there- 
fore^ I was aftonifhed fhe fhould do me the honour 
of offering me her hand ; fhe who had always per- 
fifted in the refolution of prcfcrving her widow- 
hood to the laft : to this Ihe replied, that having 
a eonfiderable eftate, fhe fhould be glad in her 
life-time, to fhare it with a. man af honour, 

whom 
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whom flie efteemed." '' You are then, I fuppofe, 
(faid I) determined to hazard the leap." " Canft 
thou doubt it? (he replied) the marchionefs pof- 
fefles immenfe wealth, together with excellent 
qualities both of the heart and head ; and I muft 
have loft my judgment indeed, if I rejedled fuch 
an advantageous fettlement." 

I very much approved of my mafter's defign, to 
lay hold of this fair occafion to make his fortune, 
and even advifed him to pufli matters, fo much 
was I afraid to fee ^ her inclinations change. 
Luckily the lady, who had the* affair ftill more at 
heart thaa 1 had, gave fuch expeditious orders,, 
that the preparations were foon made for her mar- 
riage* As foon as it was known at Cordova, that 
the old Marchionefs of Almenara was going to- 
marry young Don Manriquez de Medrano, the 
wits began to make themfelves merry at the ivi- 
dow's expence : but in vain did they exhauft their 
flock of raillery ; they could not divert her from 
her defign ; fhe let the whole city talk, and fol- 
lowed her knight to the altar; ^ 'fheir nuptials 
were celebrated with fuch fplendour as afforded 
new matter for fcandal. *' The bride (faid they) 
might have, at leaft for the fake of decency, fup- 
prefled all noife and pomp, which but ill becomes 
old widows who marry young hufbands." 

The marchioneis, inftead of appearing afhamed 
of being, at her age, wife to the chevaher, indul- 
ged herfelf without conllraint in the joy which ihe 
felt on this occafion. She had a grand entertain- 
ment at her houfe, accompanied by a concert of 
muiic, and the feall ended in a ball, at which weTe 
prefent all the nobility at Cordova. Towards the 
end of the ball, our new-married couple flipt oflj 
and met in an apartment, where, being Ihut up 
\Mth a Waiting woman and me, the marchionels 
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^addrefled herfelf to my inafter, in thefe words: 
*' Don Manriquez, this is your apartment ; , mine 
is in another part of the houfe ; we will pafs the 
night in feparate chambers, and in the day we will 
live together, like mother and fon." The knight 
-was at firfl miftaken, and believed that the lady 
talked thus, only toengage him to offer foft violence 
t6 her delicacy ; imagming, therefore, that he 
ought, out'Of pure politenefs, to a<3: the paffionate 
lover^ he approached her, and eagerly endeavour- 
ed to fen^e her in quality of valet de chambre ; 
lut fhe, far from allowing him to undrefs her, 
^"u/hed him away with a ferious air, faying, 
■■'' Hold, Don Manriquez ; if you take me for one 
( f thofe amorous old widows who marry again out 
■it frailty, you are deceived. I did not efpoufe 
>ou, to*make you buy the advantages which you 
v» ill reap from our contrad of marriage ; thefe are 
the pure offerings of my heart, and I exad: nothing 
in return but fentiments of friendfliip." So faying, 
fte left my mailer and me in our apartment, and 
] ctired intoTier own, with her waiting-maid, abfb- 
lutely forbidding the chevalier to follow her. 

Alter her retreat, we remained a good while 
confounded at what we had heard. " Scipio, 
(laid my mafler) didft thou ever hear fuch a dif- 
couife as that of the marchionefs ? What doft thou 
think of fuch a lady ? '' I think, Sir, anfwered I, 
that fhe has not her fellow ; you are happy in ha- 
ving fuch a wife, which is like the pofleffion of a 
Vjcnefice without cure of fouls." " As for my 
part, (replied Don Manriquez) I admire a.fpoufe 
of fuch an ineftimable character, and I intend to 
con^penfate, with all imaginable attention, the fa- 
ciifice which fhe makes to her delicacy." Having 
conveifed fome time about the lady, we went to 
iixft i I upon a trjuckle- bed in a wardrobe, and my 
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mafter in a fine bed prepared for him, where I 
believe, at bottom, he" was not forry td lie alone, 
and to be quit for his fear only. 

The rejoicings began again next day, and the 
new-toarried lady appeared in fuch good humcu% 
a« to afford fcope to the ra'ders. She was the fir I 
to laugh at what they faid ; nay, even excited o- 
thers to laugh, by receiving their fallies with a good 
grace. The knight, for his part, feemed no lefs 
fatisfied with his fpoufe ; and by the tender 
glances with which he looked and fpoke to her, 
one would have thought tliat old age was his tafte : 
tliis happy couple had in the evening a new con] 
verfation, in which it was decided, that wichout 
difturbing one another, they, fhould live for the 
future in the fame manner as before marriage : 
meanwhile, I muft do Don Manriqaez the juftice 
to fay,, that out of conlideration for his wife, he 
did what tew huibands would have done in his 
place V he abandoned a girl in the city, whom he 
loved, and of whom he was beloved ; being re- 
folved (as he faid) to maintain no commerce wji-h 
would feem to infult the delicate conduct of his 
wife towards him. 

While he gave this old lady fuch ftrong marks 
of gratitude, Ihe repaid them with ufury, tho' ihe 
was ignorant of this behaviour, and made him ma- 
fter of her ftrong b6x, which was even better re- 
plenifhed than that of Velafquez : as the had re- 
trenched her houfe keeping during her widow- 
hood, ihe put it again -on the fame footing on 
which it had been in the life- time of her firft huf- 
band : Ihe increafed the nuuiber of her fervancs, 
filled her ttabie with horfes and mules; in a word, 
by her gcnerofity, the chevalier, wiio was the poor- 
crt,i)ccame the richeft knight of Alcantara. Yon 
will aik, pediaps, what I got by all this? J recei- 
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ved fifty piftoles from my miftrefs, and one hatt- 
tlied from my mailer, wlio moreover, made me his 
lecretary, with an appointment of five hundred 
ciownsjth'e had even fo much confidence in my 
integrity, that he created me his treafurer. 

'' His treafurer T* (cried I, interrupting Scipio 
Viilh a loud laugh.) " Yes, Sir, (he replied with 
a dry ferious look) no lefs than his treafurer : and 
rii venture to fay, that I acquitted myfelf in that 
employment with honour. True it is, I am per- 
haps fomewhat indebted to cafh ; for, as I took 
Vfiy wages per advance, and quitted the knight^s 
fervice fuddenly, it is not impoffible that I ma;f 
now be in arrears ; at any rate, it is the laft re--' 
proach that I have deferved, having always adted 
vv ith probity fince that time. 

I was, therefore, (continued the fon of Cofcoli- 
ua) fecretary and treafurer to Don Manriquez, 
who feemed as well fatisfied with me as I was with 
him ; when he received a letter from Toledo, im- 
porting that his aunt Donna Theodora Mofcofo 
Mas at the point of death. He fet out inftantly to 
lee that lady, who had been a mother to. him for 
many years ; and I accompanied hilti in this jour- 
ney, together with a valet de chambre and one 
lacquey. Being all mounted on the bed horfes 
in our ftables, we foon got to Toledo, where wc 
found Donna Theodora in fuch a condition as gave 
us hopes that fbe would not die of that diftemper; 
and truly our prognoftic, tho' contrary to that of 
an old phyfician who attended her, was verified 
bv the event. 

While the health of our good aunt was re-efta- 
blifliing, lefs perhaps by the remedies Ihe took, 
than by the prefence of her dear nephew, Mr 
Treaiurer paffed hi'^'time as agreeably as he could, 
v/ith joung people, whofe acquaintance foon in- 
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trodufced him to occafions of fpending his money. 
They fometimes carried me to the tennis court, 
where they engaged me in play: and as I wa,s 
not fo expert a gamefteras my mailer Don Abel, 
I loft much oftener than I wen. I conceived in- 
fenfibly an inclination for play ; and if I ha(i en- 
tirely abandoned myfelf to that paffion, it would, 
•doubtlefs, have compelled me to take from our cafti 
fome quarters of my allowance per advance ; biit 
luckily, love faved both my own virtue and my 
matter s money. One day, as I'pafled by the 
•church de los Reyes. I perceived, thro' a lattice, 
the curtains of which were withdrawn, a young 
maid, who feemed rather a divinity than a mortal. 
I would ufe a term ftill ftronger, if there was any, 
to dei\ote the impreflion which {he made upon iny 
iieart. I made it my bufinefs to get information 
about her, and by dint of enquiry, learned that 
her name was Beatrice, and that (he was waiting- 
maid to Donna Julia, fecond daughter of the 
Count de Polan. 

Beatrice Mnterrupted Scipio with a loud laugh ; 
then addreiling herfelf to my wife, *' Beautiful 
Antonia, (faid fhe) pray look ftedfaftly at me. 
Don't you think I have the air of a divinity ?" 
** You had at that time in my eyes, faid Scipio to 
her, and fince I no longer fufpecl: your fidelity, 
you feem to me fairer thaA ever." My fecretary, 
after fuch a gallant repartee, purfued his hiftory 
thus : 

This difcovery quite inflamed me ; not indeed 
with a legitimate ardour, for 1 i nagined t?lat I 
fliould ealiiy triumph over her virtue, by prefents 
capable of Ihakiilg it ; but I judged auufs ot ti;ie 
chafte Beatrice. In vain did i oiFer her, by means 
of mercenary women, my purfe and atFeclion; ihe 
rejecled my propofals with difdam. Her reliitance 
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increafed my dcfires. I had rccourfe to the kft 
expedient, and offered my hand, which (he accept- 
ed, when file knew that I was fecretary and trea- 
furer to Don Manriquez. As we thought it con- 
venient to conceal our marriage for fome time^ we 
were wedded privately* in prefence of Dame Lo- 
renza Sephora, governefs of Seraphiria, and fome 
other domeftics belonging to the Count de Polan. 
As foon as I liad married Beatrice, Ihe facilitated 
the means of feeing and converfing with her at 
night in the garden, in which I introduced myfelf 
by a little door,, of which ihe gave me the key. 
Never were man and wife happier in one anotlier 
than Beatrice and I. We waited with equal im- 
patience for thq hour ©f rendezvous, ran thither 
with equal eagernefs; and the time which we 
fpent together, tho' it was fomctimes pretty long, 
feemed but a moment to both. 

One night, which was as fatal to me as tjhc Ga- 
thers had been propitious, I was furprized at en- 
tering the garden to find the little door open. I 
was alarmed by this uricommon event, fix)m 
whence 1 conceived a bad orijen. I grew pale 
and trembled, as if Thad forefeen what was to hap^ 
pen ; and advancing in the dark towards an ar- 
hour where I ufed to converfe with my wife, I 
heard the voice of a man. I ftop4: all of a fudden, 
to liften, and my ear was immediately falutedwith 
thefe words, *' Don't let me languifh then, my 
dear Beatrice ! complete my happinefs, and con- 
fider that your fortune is conneded with it.^ In- 
fteadof having patience to hear him to an end, I 
thought there was no occalion for knowing more* 
A jealous fury took pofTeffion of my foul ; and 
breathing nothing but vengeance, I drew my 
fword, and went haftily into the arbour." " Ahl 
cowardly feducer, (cried I) whofoevcr thou art. 
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thou fhalt fooner deprive me of life than rob me of 
my honour/* So faying, I attacked the cavalier 
who was talking to Beatrice. He put himfelf im- 
mediately into a pofture of defence, and fought 
like a man who underftood the art much better 
than I, who had only received a few leflbns at 
Cordova. Neverthelefs, fwords-man as he was, I 
made a pufli which he could not parry, or rather 
his foot flipt. ' I faw him fall ; and imagining that 
I had wounded him mortally, fled aa faft as my 
legs could carry me, without anfwejring Beatrice 
who called me. 

" Yes, really (faid his wife interrupting him) I 
called, in order to undeceive him. The cavalier 
with whom I cdnverfed was no other than Don 
Fernand de Leyva. That nobleman, who loved 
my miftrefs Julia, had formed a refolution of car- 
rying her oft' by force, believing it impoffible to 
obtain her by any other means ; and I myfelf had 
given him a meeting in the garden, to concert 
with him the Heps of that undertaking, on which 
he aflured me my fortune depended : but in vain 
did I call my hulband ; he avoided me as a wife 
who had been unfaithful to him.*' 

My fituation at that time was fuch, (refumed 
Scipio) as rendered me capable of committing any 
thing. . Thofe who know by experience what jea- 
loufy is, and to what extravagance it drives the 
foundeft underftandings, will not be furprifed at . 
the diforder which it produced in my weak brain. 
1 underwent a momentary tranfition from one ex- 
treme to another. 1 felt the emotion^ of hatred 
Aicceed thofe of tendernefs, which I had enter- 
tained for my wife a moment before, and made 
an oath to abandon and banifh her for ever from 
my nlemory. Befides, 1 thought I had killed a 
cavalier ; and in that opinion, being afraid of fall- 
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ing into the hand of jullice, faffered that incon- 
ceivable anxiety, which inceflantly purfues, like a 
fury, the man who has done a bad adion. In 
this horrible fituation, my whole care being to ef- 
cape, I did not go home, but inftantly quitted To- 
ledo, having no other baggage, than the clothes on 
my back. True, indeed, I had in my pocket fix^y 
piftoles, which were a pretty good refourcc to a 
young man who propofed to live all his life in fervice. 

I walked all night long, or rather ran ; for the 
images of alguazils, which continually haunted my 
imagination, fupplied me ftill with new vigour; 
and the morning fur prifed me between Rod illas 
and Maqucda. ^ When I arrived at this laft towc, 
finding myfelf a little fatigued, I went into the 
church as foon as it was open, and after having 
put up a fhort prayer, fat down upon a bench to 
reft me. I began to mufe, upon my prefent fitua- 
tion which heaven knows was perplexing enough; 
but I had not time to make long refleiftions. 
I heard the church echo with two or three fmacks 
of a whip, which making me conclude that a car- 
rier was pafling, I got up immediately, to fee whe- 
ther or nofl wasmiftaken ; and by the time I got 
to the door, perceived one, who being mounted on 
a mule., led two more in a leafh. '* Stop, friend, 
(faid I to him) where are thefe mules a-going ?" 
*' To Madrid, (anfwered he.) I came hither with 
two good dominican monks, and am going back 
myfelf." 

The opportunity that offered of travelling to 
Madrid, infpired me with an inclination to go thi- 
ther. 1 made a bargain with the carrier, mount- 
ed one of his mules, and we pulhed forward for 
lUefcas, where we were to fleep. Scarce had we 
got but of Maqueda, when the carrier, who was a 
man between thirty-five and forty years of age, 
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thuridered out church-finging with vaft vocifera- 
tion : he began with the prayers which the canons 
fing at mattins, then fung the Credo, as it is fung 
at high mafs ; and paffing on to vefpers, pronoun- 
ced them, without even fparing the Magnificat. 
Although the rogue ftunned me with his noife, I 
could not help laughing, and even encouraged 
him to continue, when he was obliged to flop and 
take breath, " Courage, friend, (faid 1 to him) 
pray go on ; if heaven hath given you good lungs, 
I fee you don't put them to a bad ufc.** *^ No, 
indeed, (cried he) I am not, thank God, like the 
meft part of carriers, who fing nothing but infa- 
mous or impious fongs : I would not even repeat 
ballads made upon our wars with the Moors ; for 
thefe are things at leaft frivolous, if not wicked," 
" You have (faid I) a purity of heart rarely to be 
tuet with among muleteers : with this extreme de- 
licacy in the choice of your fongs, have you like- 
wife made a vow of chaftity, with regard to the, 
young wenches who live at inns upon the road ?" 
" Certainly, (anfwered he.) Continence is another 
thing on which I pique myfclf in thefe fort of 
places, where I mind nothing but my mules." I 
was a little aftoniftied to hear this phoenix of car- 
riers talk in fuch a manner : and looking upon 
Em as ^ man of honefty and difcretion, entered 
to a converfation \vith him, after he had fung his 

We arrived at Illefcas in the twilight, where a- 
Bghting at an inn, I left the care of the mules to 
i^y companion, and went into the kitchen, where 
ordered the landlord to prepare a good fupper, 
This be promifed to do fo eflfedoally, that I fliould 
fiitiember I had lodged at his houfe the longefl 
^^y 1 had to live. *'^ Afk, (faid he) afk your car- 
er what fort of a man I am. Ecod I I will defy 
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all the cooks of Madrid and Toledo to make an 
oUa podrida comparable to thofe that I compofe. 
I will treat you this night with a ragout of rabbit 
dreffed in my manner, and you Ihall fee whether 
or not I h^e reafon to boaft of my Ikill." There- 
upon fbewing me a fauce-pan wherein there waft 
(a« be faid) a young rabbit already minced, 
" There (added he) is what I intend to give you^ 
When I have once put in fome. pepper, fait, wine, 
a handful of fweet herbs, and other ingredients 
which I Aife in my fauces, 1 hope to ferve you, in 
a little time, with k ragout worthy of a judge* 

The landlord, after having thus founded his awn 
praife, began to drefs fupper ; and while it was 
doing, I went into the hall, where finding a kind 
of couch, I. lay down, to fleep off my fatigue, ha- 
ving had no reft the night before. In two hours 
the carrier wakening me, faid, " Mafter, your fup* 
per is ready, come, if you pleafe, and fit down at 
table." There was one in another room, with two 
covers, at which my fellow-traveller and I fitting 
down, the ragout was ferved. I attacked it with 
a greedy appetite, and found it of an eiquifite re- 
lilh, whether hunger made me judge too favour- 
ably of it, or that my fatisfadion was the effedt of 
the cook's Ikill. We had alfo a plate of roail mut- 
ton ; and 1 remarking that the carrier did ho- 
nour to this laft difti only, afked why he abliained 
from the other. — He anfwered with a fmile, t,bat 
he did not love ragouts. This reply, or rather the 
fmile with which it was accompanied, feeming to 
me myfterious, " You conceal (faid 1) the true 
reafon that hinders you from eating the ragout ; 
pray, do me the pleafure of letting me know it." 
•' Since you are fo curious to know, (he replied) 
I will tell you, that 1 have loathed all thefe forts 
of ragouts, fince, in going once from Toledo to 
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Cuenca, they brought me for fupper at an in i a 
bafhed cat infteacl of a rabbit, and that gave mt a 
difguft at all fricaflees." 

The carrier had no fooner fpQke thefe words, 
than in fpite of the hunger that devoured me, my 
appetite forfook me all of a fudden. I took it in 
niy head, that I had eaten of a pretended rabbit, 
and could no longer look at the ragout wittiout 
making wry faces. My companion did not cui\i 
me of this conjedure, when he told me, that it was 
a comnK>n thing among the inn-keepers of Spain, 
as well as the paftry-cooks, to fubftitute that q'dd 
pro quo. This difcourfe, you fee,, was very co'i- 
foling : and therefore, I had not the lead incUni- . 
tion .to return to the ragout, nor even to touch the 
roaft meat, left the mutton might be as much f >- 
phifticated as the rabbit. I rofe from table, cur- 
fing the ragout, the landlord, and his inn ; and ly- 
ing down 9gain upon my fettee, paffed the refl ot 
the night more quietly than I had expeded. Next 
morning early, after having paid the landlord as 
handfomely as if I had been extremely well treat- 
ed, I departed from Illefcas, my imagination ibll 
fo full of the ragout, that 1 fancied every ania^al 
Vvhich I faw was a cat. 

I arrived in good time at Madrid, where, as fjon 
as I had fatisfied my carrier, 1 hired a fmall room 
near the fun gate. Mine eyes, tho' accuftomed to 
quality, were dazzled by the great concourfe of 
noblemen, who ufually appeared in the court-cjid 
of the town. I admired the prodigious quantity 
of coaches, and the infinite number of gentleme , 
pages, and lacqueys, who attended the great. My 
admiration redoubled, when going to the king's 
levee, I beheld that monarch fm-rounded by is 
cou' tiers. I was ^charmed at the fight, and f.iia 
within iiiyfelf, ** I am no longer furprifed of wha: 

Vol. iV. K ^ I Imv 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



114 THE ADVENTURES OF - , 

I have heard, that one cannot polfibly conceive 
the magnificence of the court of Madrid, without 
being an eye-witnefs of it. I am overjoyed at my 
coming hither, where I forefee I fhall be able to do 
fomething." All that I could perform, however, 
was to contrail a few unprofitable acquaintances. 
I gradually fpent all my money, and thought my- 
felf very lucky in having an opportunity of be- 
llowing myfelf with ail my merit upon a pedant 
of Salamanca, whom a family affair had brought 
to Madxid, where he was born, and with whom 1 
grew acquainted by accident. I be'came YmfaSio* 
turn ; and when he returned to the univerlity, fol- 
* lowed him thither.. 

The nam6 of my new patron was Don Ignacio 
de Ipigna. He aflTumed the Don, becaufe he had 
been preceptor to a duke, who, by way of recom- 
pence, fettled upon him a penfion for life ; he en- 
joyed another as emeritus profeflfor of the college ; 
and he drew yearly from the public a revenue of 
two or three hundred piftoles by the books of dog- 
matical morality which he printed. The manner 
in which he compofed his works well deferves ho- 
nourable mention. He fpent almoft all the day 
in reading Hebrew, Greek, and Latin authors, and 
in writing upon fmali fquares of paper each apo- 
thegm or brilliant thought which he met with. 
As thefe fquares were filled, he employed me to 
ftring them upon wire, in form of a garland, and 
each garland made a volume. What a world of 
bad books did we compofe !' Every month almoft 
we finilhed two volumes, and^mmediately the 
prefs groaned with them. What was moft fur- 
prifing, he piiblifhed thefe his compilings as per- 
formances entirely new ; and if the critics thought 
jproper to upbraid him. with having pillaged the 

ancients, 
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ancientSj he would anfwer with mod haughty af- 
furancc, F^rto latqmur in ipfo. 

He was alfo a great commentator; an(} there 
was fo much erudition in his anjnotations, that he 
frequently made remarks on things fcarce worthy 
to be obferved; and fometimes wrote upon his 
paper fquares, paflages from Hefiod and other au- 
thors^ very little to the purpofe. That I improved 
my underftanding in the fervice of this virtuofi, it 
would be ungrateful in me to deny. 1 brought 
my hand- writing to perfection, by dint of tranfcri- 
bing his works. And as in treating me like a pu- 
pil, rather than a valet, he took care to cultivate 
my capacity ; he was alfo far from negleding my 
morals. *' Scipio, he would fay, when he heard 
of any piece of knavery committed by a fervant, 
beware, my child, of following the bad example 
of that rogue ; a valet ought to ferve his mafter 
with equal fidelity and zeal." In a word, Don 
Ignacio loft no occafion of inculcating virtue in 
mcj arid his exhortations had fuch good etuidt, 
that I was never in the leaft u mpted to play him 
a trick during the fifteen months which 1 fpent in 
his houfe. 

I have already obferved, that Dotflor de Ipigna 
was originally of Madrid, where he had a kinhvQ- 
raan called Catalina, chamber-maid to the prince's 
nurfe. This waiting-maid who is the famo whom 
I fince made ufe of to procure Signior de SimtiU 
lane's enlargement from the tower of Segovia, be- 
ing defirous of doing a gcod office for Don Igua- 
cio, engaged her miltrefs toalk a benefice for him 
from the duke of Lerma. That minifter granted 
him a nominatiou to the archdeaconry of Grenada, 
which beuig a conquered country, is in the gift of 
the King. We fet out for Madrid, as fojn as vve 
learned this piCwO^of news, tiie Dodor intendiri^- 
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to thank his benefadrefles befoire he "departed to 
Ci(^nada. I had more than one opportunity of 
feeing find fpeaking to Catalina, who was pleafed 
^^ith my eafy air and gay difpofition. For my 
pait, I found her fo much to my liking, that I 
could not help making fuitable returns to the lit- 
tle ir.arks of friendfhip which Ihe beftpwed upon 
n^,c. In fine, we contraded a mutual attachment. 
Fc rgive this ccnfeflion, my dear Beatrice ; as I be- 
lieved ytu falfe, that miilake cught to fcreen me 
fi( m your reproaches* 

Mean \^hile, Dodor Don Tgnacio, preparing for 
i is depaiture to Grenada, his relation andl,fright- 
crcd Lt the feparation that threatened us," had re- 
t curfe to an expedient which preferred us from 
tii^.t misfortune. I feigned myfelf fick^ complain- 
ed of my head and breail, and atFedled all the 
fyn.ptoms of a moft violent diftemper. My ma. 
lier called a phyfician, who having examined roe 
v\ith care, fincerely owned, that my diftemper 
w^s a very ferious matter ; -and that, in all likeli- 
hccd, I Ihould keep my chamber a long time, 

l be dodor, impatient to be athis cathedral, did 
r.ct think proper to delay his departure, but took 
another young man into his fervice, leaving me to 
the care of a nurfe, with whom he depofited a fum 
cf money to defray the expencc of my funeral, if 
I fl.Guld die, or to recompenfe my fervice if 1 
fl.culd recover of my difeafe. As foon as I un- 
deiftcod that Don Ignacio was gone, all my com- 
plaints vanilhed. I got out of bed, difmifled roy 
phyfician who had fo much penetration, and got 
r.a cf my nurfe, who ftole more than half of the 
n cney with which fhe had been entrufled in my 
behalf. While I ccled this part, Catalina per- 
fcimcd another with her miftrefs Donna Anna de 
C uevara, whom by perfuading her tbtt I was ad- 
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mirable in intrigues, llie was induced ta chufelme 
for one of her agents. Madam nurfe, whom her 
avarice always ftimulated to new midertakings, 
having occafion for fuc i people, received me into 
her .family, and in a little time put my abilities to 
the proof. She ^ave me commiffions which re- 
quired fome addrefs; aad, without vanity, I did 
not acquit rayfelf amifs. Wherefore, flie was as 
well pleafed with me as I had caufe to be diflTatis- 
fied with her. This lady was fo covetous, that fhe 
would not allow me the haft fhare of the fruics 
which flie jreaped from my induftry and trouble. 
She imagined, that fhe adled with great generolity 
in paying my wages pundu illy. This excefs of 
avarice would have foon induced me to quit her 
fervice, had I not been retained by the affcdtion 
of Catalina, which kindling every day more and 
more, fhe propofed, in a^fornal manner, thut I 
Ihoulditake her to wife. 

*' Softly, my dear, faid I, thit ceremony can^t 
be performed between us fo foon. I muft firft be 
convinced of the death of a young woman who 
got the ft art of you, and to whom, for my fins, I 
am married.^" ** Not you, indeed, replied Cata- 
lina, you only fay fo, to conceal, in a polite man- 
ner, the reluftance you have to wed me." In vain 
did I proteft that I fpoke the truth. She looked 
upon my fincere confeflion as a ftiift ; and being 
offended at it, changed her behaviour to'»vards me. 
We did not quarrel, but our correfpondence vi- 
fibiy cooled, and we no longer retained for one a- 
Dother any other fentiments than thole of decency 
and common regard. 

At this jun6iure, I heard that Signior Gil Bias 

de ^ndllane> fecretary to the prime minifter of . 

the-^panilh monarchy, wanted a lacquey; and 

this place flattered me the more, as it was repre- 

-K 3 fented 
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fenied the inoft agreeable one that I could poffefs. 
'* Si.qniorde Santillane, faid people to me, -is a per- 
fon beloved by the Duke of Lerma, and of confe- 
quence cannot fail of pufhing his fortune a great 
w ay ; befides, he is very generous ; fo that in -ma- 
naging his affairs, you will effeftually improve 
your own." I did not negled: this opportunity. 
I went immediately and prefented myfelf to Sig- 
nior Gil Bias, for whom at firft light 1 felt a grow- 
ing inclination, and who admitted me into his fer- 
v:ce on account of my phyfiognomy. I did not 
hefitate in quitting the nurfe for iiim ; and, if it 
plcafe heaven, he ftiall be my laft mafter. 

Here Scipio finilhed his hiftory ; then addref- 
iiiig himfclf to irie, ** Signior de Santillane, (faid 
he) pray witnefs for me to thefe ladies that you 
have always found me a zealous and faithful fer- 
vant. I have need of your teftimony to perfuade 
them that the fon of Cofcolina has purged hTs mo- 
rals, and that virtuous fentimcnts have fucceeded 
his vicious inclination." 

'' Yes, ladies, (faid 1) this is what I can anfwer 

for i if Scipio in his childhood was a real Picaro, he 

has correded his conduft fo well fince that time, 

that he is ilow tbe model of a perfeft fervant. Far 

from having caufe to blame his behaviour towards 

me, I muil own that I lie under great obligations 

to him. The night on which I was apprehended, 

to be carried to the tow^r of Segovia, he faved 

ficin pillage, and fecurcd a part of my efFedls, 

which he might have appropriated to himfelf with 

impi:iiity. He not only preferved my money, 

but aifo, through pure friendfhip, came and fhut 

himfelf up with me in prifon, preferring the me- 

lancl^oly pleafiire of Iharing my forrows, to all the 

charms of liberty." 

The End of the Tlnth Book, 

r I THE 
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CHAP. L 



Gil Bias is overwhelmed with joy, which is difturhed 
by a melancldoly event. Such changes happen at 
court as induce Santillane to ^o thither a^ain. 

I HAVE already obferved, that there was great 
harmony between Antonia and Beatrice ; the 
laft being ufed to live like a fubmiiiive. waiting- wo- 
man, and the other habituathig herfelf to ad thi 
raiftrefs. Scipio and I were hulbands of too much 
gallantry, and too well beloved by our wives, to 
be long without children : they grew pregnant al- 
moft at the fame time, Beatrice, who was the firft 
delivered, brought into the world a girl ; and a few 
days after, Antonia crowned my happinefs in 
bringing forth a boy. I fent my fecretary to Va- 
lencia with this piece of news for the governor, 
who came to Lirias with Scraphina, and the Mar- 
chionefs of Pliego, to itand godmothers to tiis 
children; being' pleafed to add this token ofaf- 
feilion to thofe i had already received. My fon, 

whofe 
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whofe godfather and godmother were that noble- 
man and the Marchionefs, was chriftened Alphon- 
fo ; arid my Lady Governefs, willing that I fliould 
have the honour of being doubly her goflip, ftood 
with' me for Scipio's daughter, to whom we gave 
the name of Seraphina. 

Not only the people of my family were rejoiced 
at the birth of my fon;, the inhabitants of Lirias 
likewife celebrated it by fe^ft^i- which fhewed 
that the whole village partook of their raafter's 
plcafure. But, alas ! our rejoicings were not of a 
long duration j or rather, they were all of a fudden 
converted into groans, complaints, and lamenta- 
tions, by an event which more than twenty years 
have not been able to make me forget, and which 
will ever be prefent to my thoughts: my fon died, 
and his mother, though fafely delivered, foon. fol- 
lowed him ; a violent fever robbed me 6f my dear 
wife, fourteen months after we had been married. 
Let the reader conceive, if pbffible, the forrow 
with which I was feized. I fell into a ftate of Hu- 
pid dejedlion ; and felt 'my lofs fo .much, that I 
feemed quite infenfible. I was in this condition 
five or fix days, during which 1 would take no fu- 
ftenance ; and had it not been for Scfpio, 1 be* 
l.evc I fliould either have let myfelf die of hun- 
ger, or have loft my reafon entirely : but that dex- 
trous fecretary found means to beguile my griefi 
by conforming bimfelf to it : he made me fwallow 
broths, hf the art of prefenting them with fuch a 
mortified look, as if he gave them not fo much 
with a view of preferving my life, as of nurfing my 
afflidion. 

This aflfeiStionate fervant, having written to Don 
Alphonfo an account of my misfortune, and the 
depJorctble fituation in which I was; that tender 
and companionate nobleman, that generous fiiend» 

repaired 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GIL BLAS. ^" lat 

repaired immediately to Lirias. I cannot without 
being melted, recalthe moment in which he pre- 
fented himfelf to my view : " My dear Santil- 
lane ! (faid he, embracing me) I am not come hi. 
ther to confole you ; I am come to mourn with 
you for Antonia, as you would mourn with me, 
had fate robbed me of my Seraphina." In effeft, 
he died tears, aikl mingled his lighs with mine : 
To that overwhelmed as I was with forrow, 1 had a 
lively fenfe x>( Don Alphonfo's goodnels. 

This governor having had a long conference 
with Scipio, about the means of vanquifliing :ny 
grief, they concluded that I mull, for fome tiiue, 
be removed from Lirias, where every thing recal- 
led inceffantly to my mind the image of my poor 
Antonia. Upon this, Don Caefar's fon propoied 
to carry me with liim to Valencia, and my fecre- 
tary feconded him fo well, that I yielded to his 
propofaL I left Scipio and his wife at my houfe, 
every part of which indeed ferved only to increafe 
my afflidion, and let out with the governor. 
When 1 arrived at Valencia, Don Gael'ar and his 
daughter-in-law fpared nothing to divert my chag- 
rin; they entertained meby turns, with all the a- 
muiements that feemcd proper to difpel it j but in 
ipite of all their endeavours^ I continued as much 
as evei% plunged in the moil profound mehncho- 
ly. It was not Scipio's fault, that 1 did nut refuine 
my tranquilhty; he came often from Lirias to Va- 
lencia, to know how 1 was, and returned Ikd or 
gay, as he perceived me more or lefs difpofed to 
receive conlolation. 

One morning, entering my chamber, " Sir, 
(faid he with great emotion) there is a report in 
the city, which interefts the whole kingdom ; it 
is fciid that Phihp tiie third is no more, and that 
the prince his fon is now upon the throne; nay^ 
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more, (added he) that the Cardinal Duke of Lct- 
ma has loft his poft; that he is even forbid the 
court, and that Don Gafpard dei Guzman * Count 
d'Ohvarc*^ is now prime minrifter.** I felt myfelf 
agitated by this piece of news, without knowing 
wherefore; knd Scipio j)erc'eiving it, aiked if I was 
any how afTeded by this great change? " Why 
ihould it afFed me, my child? (faid I) I have quit- 
ted the court, and ought to look with indifference 
upon all the changes that can happen there." 

" For a man of your age, (replied the fon of Cof- 
colina) you are very much detached from the 
world; were I in your place, 1 (hould have a long'- 
ing defirc to ga to Madrid, and Ihew my face to 
the young monarch, to fee if he would remember 
me: this is a pleafure in which I would indulge 
myfelf/' " I underttand thee, (faid I) thou 
wouldft have me return to court, and try fortune 
a-new, or rather to grow ambitious and covetous 
again." ** Why fhould your morals be corrupt- 
ted? (anfwered Scipio) have mote confidence in 
your own virtue ; I will anfwer foV your condud; 
the wholefome reflexions which you made upon 
the court, during your difgrace, will fcreen you 
from the perils of it: re-embark boldly upon a 
fea, the fhelves of which you are fo well acquaint- 
ed with." " Peace, flatterer, (faid I, interrupting 
him with a fmile) art thou tired of feeing me lead 
a quiet life ? I thought thou hadil a greater regard 
for my repoie." 

* Uon Gafpard dc puzman, Duke of St Lucar de Barroe- 
da, and Count d'Olivarez, upon the death ofPhilip the third, 
and difgrace of the Cardinal Duke of Lerma, became prime 
minifter to Philip the fourth, and enjoyed at one time, the 
polls of great chambejlain, high chancellor of the Indies, 
treafurcr general of Arragon, fupreme couufellor of ftatc, 
chief mader of the horfe, captain general of the whole Spoi- 
fiiih cavalrjTi and governqr of Guipucoa. 
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In this part of our convcrfation, Don Ctefar and 
his fon coming in, confirmed the news of the 
king's death, as well as the duke of Lerma's mis- 
fortune ; they moreover told me, that this mini- 
fter having afked leave to return to Rome, it was 
refufed, and he was ordered to repair to his mar- 
quifate at Denia ; then as if they had been in con- 
cert with jny fecretary, they advifed me to go to 
Madrid, and prefent myfelf to the new king, fincc 
I was known to him, and had even done him fuch 
fervicc as the great always recompenfe with plea- 
fure. ** As for my part, (faid Don Aiphonlb) I 
don't doubt but he will be grateful, and that Phi- 
lip the fourth will pay the debts of tjie prince of 
Spain." " I am of the fame opinion, (faid Don 
Caefar) and look upon Santillane's journey to 
court as an occafion for him to arrive at great pre- 
ferment." 

" Truly, gentlemen, (cried 1) you don't conli. 
dcr what you fay; to hear you, one would think 
I had nothing to do but repair to Madrid, in or« 
der to' have the golden key, or fome government 
conferred upon me : you are miftaken ; I am, on 
the contrary, perfuaded that the king would take 
no notice of my perfon, were I to prefent myfelf to 
his view : I will do it, if you dclire, in order to dif- 
abufe you/' The noblemen of Ley va took me at 
my word, and I could not help promifing, that 1 
would immediately fet out foi> Madrid. As fooh 
as my fecretary faw me determined on the jour- 
ney, he felt an immoderate joy : he imagined that 
I fhould no fooner appear before the new monarch 
than that prince would diftinguifti me in the 
crowd, and load me with honours and wealtH: 
thereupon, feeding his fancy with the molt fplen- 
did chimeras, he raifed me to the firft offices of the 

ftate. 
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ftate, and preferred himfelf by the help of my ele- 
vation, 

I got ready, therefore, to return to court, not 
with a view of facrificing again to fortune, but to 
fatisfy I)on Csefarand hisfon, who imaging that 
I fhould foon poflefs the favour of my fovereign. 
True it is, I myfeJf felt at bottom fome delire of 
trying if the young prince would know me again: 
attradcd by this emotion of curiofity, without 
hope or defign of reaping any advantage from the 
new reign, I departed with Scipio for Madrid, 
leaving the care of my houfe to Beatrice^ who was 
an excellent oeconomift. 



C H A P. IL 

Gil Bias arrives at Madrid j and appears at court ; 
the kin^ remembers and recommends him to his 
prime minijler. ^be conjequence of that rec&mr 
mendation. 

WE gained Madrid in lefs than eight day«, 
Don Alphonfo having accommodated us 
with two of his bed horfes, that we might make 
the greater difpatch ; and we alighted at a for- 
niftied houfe .where 1 lodged before, belonging to 
Vincent Forrero, my old landlord, who was very 
glad to fee me again. 

-As this was a. man who piqued himfelf upon 
knowing every thing, that happened, both at court 
and city, I alked if there was any thing new? " A 
great many things, anfwered he. Since the death 
of Philip the third, the friends and partizans of the 
Cardinal Duke of Lerma have beftirted themfelves 
to maintain his emine'ncy.in the miniftry.; but 
their eftbrts have been ineftedual: the Count 
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d'OUvarez has got the better of them all. It is 
faid, that Spain lofes nothing by the change, and 
that the new prime minifter has a genius of fuch 
vaft extent, that he is able to govern the whole 
world ; heaven preferve- him. What is certain, 
(added he) is, that the people have conceived the 
higheft opmion of his capacity ; and we Ihall fee 
in the end, whether the Duke of Lerma is well or 
ill replaced." Forrero having thus opened, ^ave 
me an account of all the changes which had been 
made at court, fince the Count d'Olivarez fleered 
the helm of th« monarchy. 

Two days atter my arrival at Madrid, I went to 
court in the afternoon, and put myfelf in the king's 
way, as he went into his clofet : but he did not 
look at me. I returned next day to the fame 
place, but was not more fortunate. The third 
lime, he call his. eyes upon me, as he pafled, but 
feemed to take no notice of my perfon ; where- 
upon I came to a determination, and faid to Sci- 
pio, who accompanied me, *' Thou feed that the 
king does not remember me; or if he does, has no 
mind to renew the acquaintance: I believe it will 
not be amifs for us to fet oiit upon our return to 
Valencia." " Not fo fail, Sir, (replied my fecre- 
tary) you know better than I, that fuccefs at court 
is only to be obtained by patience : don't ceafe 
fliowing yourfelf to the prince; by dint of perfe- 
vcrance in appearing before him, you will obhgc 
him to confider you more attentively, and to re- 
calthe features of his agent with the fair Cata^ 
Una." 

That Scipio might have nothing to reproach 
me with, I had the complaifance to continue the 
fame condud during three weeks; and one day, 
at length, the monarch, itruck with my appear- 
ance, ordered me to' be called in ; and I entered 

Vol. IV. • L his 
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liis clofet not without great dilbrder, to find myfetf 
tete a tete with my fqvcreign. " Who are you? 
(faid he) I remember your face, but cannot recoi- 
led wliere I havefeen you." " Sire, (anfweredl, 
trembling} J had the hoiu)ur to conduc3: your Ma- 
jefty, one night, with ihe Count de Lemos, to the 
houfe of—" ** ph ! I remember it, faid the prince 
interrupting me, you was fecretary to the Duke of 
lierma, and if I am not miftaken, your name is 
Santillane. I have not forgot that you ferved me 
with abundance of zeal on the occafion, and that 
you was very ill rewarded for your pains : was not 
you imprifoned for that^ye-ntui^?" " Yes, Sire, 
faid I, I was fix months in the tower of Segovia, 
from whence your goodnefs delivered me." " That 
(anfwered he) does not acquit me of the obliga- 
tion; it is not enough to fet you at liberty, I 
ought to r^ompcnfe you for the misfortune which 
you fuffered for love of me." Juft as^jhe prince 
had pronounced thefe word^ the Count d'Oliva- 
rez entered the clofet. A favourite takes umbrage 
at every thing : he was aftonifhed to 'find a ilran- 
gcr there ; and the King redoubled his furprize in 
faying to him, *'Xlount, I recommend this young 
man to you ; employ him in fome fliape or other, 
and take care of his advancement." The minifter 
affeded to receive this order with a gracious look, 
eyeing me from head to foot, and very anxious to 
know who I was. *' Go, friend, (faid the monarch 
to me, making a fign for me to retire) the Count 
^ill not fail to employ you in an advantageous i 
manner, both for my fervice and your own in- 
tereft." 

I immediately quitted the clofet, and rejoined 
the fon of Cofcolina, who, extremely impatient to 
Tcnow what the King had faid to me, remained in 
die utmoft agitation. He alk^d me forthwith 

whether 
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wBether we muft return to Valencia, or flay ar 
Goart?" **Thou (halt judge," (faid 1:) then I 
overwiielmed him with joy, in recounting to him^ 
word for word, the fhort converfation which I had 
with the King. " My dear mader, faid Scipio to^ 
mc, when he heard it, Will you diftnift my alma- 
nacks again ? confefs that the Lords of Ley va and* 
I were not to blame in exhorting you to take a. 
trip to Madrid. I already fee you in fbme emi- 
nent poll; you will become the Calderona of 
Count d'Olivarez." " That is not at all what I 
wifh, faid 1, interrupting him ;.I have no ambition 
for a place which is environed with fb^ many pre- 
dpices. I would rather have an employment in.^ 
vvbich I lllould have no occafion to do injullice, 
or carry on a fhamefui traffic of my prince's fa- 
vours: after the ufe I mad^ of my pjiit credit, I 
cannot be too much upon my guard againll ava- 
rice and apibitionJ' " Come, Sir, (replied, nij 
fecretary); the miniller will give you fome good, 
pod, which you may fill without ceafing to be an 
boneft man." 

More urged by Scipio than by my own curio- 
fity, I went nexjt day to the houfe of Count d'Oli- 
varez, before fun-rife, having been informed that 
every morning, in fummer and winter, he gave au- 
dience by candle- light. I modeHly took my fta- ■ 
tion in the corner of the hall, from whence 1 nar- 
rowly obferved the Count when: he appeared ; for 
1 had but a fuperficial view of him in the King's 
dofet. He was taller tiiaii the middle fize, and 
might have palled for a fat man, in a country 
where we fee none almoft but lean people : his 
llioulders were fo high, that 1 thought him hunch- 
backed, though he was not fo: his head, which 
was extremely large, hung down upon his breall ; 
his hair was black and llraight^ his Vilkge long, his 
L 2. Goniplexion 
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complexion of an olive colour, his mouth Aink inl- 
and his chin peaked and turned upwards at the 
end *. 

All this together could not. make a very hand- 
fome appearance ; neverthelefs, as 1 believed him 
to be well difpofed towards me, I looked upon him 
with a favourable eye, and even found hun agree- 
able. True It is, he treated every body with an 
affable and pleafant air, and very gracioufly recei- 
ved the memorials which were prefented to him ;' 
and this feemed to fupply the place of a good per- 
fon. Mean while,, when I advanced in my turn to 
falute him, and make mytelf known, he darted a 
rude and threatening look at me : then turning 
liis back, without deigning to hear me ; returned 
into his clofet. I now thought him more ugly 
than he was naturally, went out of the hall, very 
much confounded at fuch an unfavourable recep- 
tion, and did not know what to think of the 
matter. 

Having rejoined Scipio, who waited for me at 
the door, '* Doit thou know, (faid I) what recep- 
tion I have met with ?*' " No, (anfwered he) but 
it is not difficult to guefs ; the minifter, ready to 
conform himf^lf to the pleafure of his prince, has 
doubtlefs offered you fome confiderable employ- 
ment." '* There you are miltaken," (I replied) 
telling him, at the fame time, in what manner £ 
had been received. Having Irftened attentively, 
he faid, ** The C'ount mud have forgot you,^or mi- 
ilaken you for fomebody e!fe ; 1 advife you to 
wait on him again, zmd I am fure he will treat you 
with another fort of look/' I followed my fe- 
cretary's advice,, and prefented . myfelf the fe- 

* It was pi'obably on account of this his difadvantagcous 
figure, that he commonly g^ve audience from his couch, or 
reccivtd people fitting. 

Pr^niai^ cond 
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cond time before the minifter, wficr treated me 
ftill worle than the firft, frowned at me, as if the 
figiit of me hvid givenr him pain, turned his eyes 
another way,, and retired without fpe;iking one 
word, 

1 was touched to the quick by his behaviour, 
and tempted to depart immediately for Valencia : 
but this Scipio did not fail to oppofe ; being un^ 
willing to renounce the hopes which he had con- 
•ceivecL *' Doft thou not fee, (faid I to him) that 
the Count wants to remove me from court? The- 
King has exprefled to him fome regard for me, and 
that is fufficient to bring upon me the averiion of 
his favourite; let us yield, my child, let us yield 
with a good grace to the power of fucli a formida- 
ble foe.** " Sir (anfwercd he, incenfed againit 
the Count d'OlivarezJI would not fo eafily quit 
my ground ; I would go and complain to his Ma- 
jefty, of the little regard which the miniller fliews 
to his recommendation." " Bad c junfel, my 
friend, (faid I;) if I ftiould take that imprudent 
ilep, I would loon repent it; nay, 1 believe I run 
fonie riik ia tarrying in this city." 

My fecretary began to weigh thefe words, and 
confidering that we had adually to do with a man 
who might malce us vifit the tower of Segovia, he 
partook of my fear, and no longer oppofed my de- 
lire of quitting Madrid, from whence I refolved to 
niove the very next day. 



L 3 CHAP. 
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« 

; t C H AX in. 

Gil Bias is hindered from executh^ bh refolution ta 
have the courts and receives an important pieces 
cfferviQefron Jofepb Navt^rro. 

, » 

ON my return to my lodging, I met my old 
friend Jofeph Navarro, clerk of the kitchen 
to Don Balthazar d« Zuniga. I went up to liinr, 
faluted him, and aflccd if he knew me? and if. he 
would ftill be fo good as to fpeak to a^ wretch »wlia 
had repaid his friendfhip with ingratitude ? 'i l||u 
confefs then, faid he, that you have not qfed ipe 
extremely well/* ** Yes, (anfwered 1) and yj3u 
have a right to load me with tq^oaches : J^ de- 
ferve them all, if I ha^w not already expiate* my 
crime by the remwfe which attended it.*' " Sirtgo 
you have repented of your fault (replied Narv^rro^ 
embracing me) I ought no longer to* rennfembef , 
it." I, on my part, hugged Jofeph in my arm^ j 
and we refumed our fonner lentiments fcflr each 
other. ^ ■ . 

He had heard of my imprifonment, and the dif- 
©rder of my affairs, but was ignorant of what fot^ 
lowed. I informed him of all, and even recounted 
to him the converfation I had with the kiiig, not* 
concealing the bad reception I had met/with from 
the minifter, no more th^an my defign/of retiring 
again to my folitude. " Beware of going thither^ 
(faid he) fince our monarch has exprefled a fiiend- 
ftiip for you : it muft certainly he of fome fervice. 
Between you and me, the Count d'Olivarez, ha* a 
very lingular difpofition^ and is full of whims : he. 
fometimes, as on this occafion, afts in a very unac- 
countable manner;, and nobody but bimf^:'has 
the key of his irregviJar behaviour. Finally, what- ' 

: • ever 
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ever reafons he may hare- for receiving you in this 
manner, (lick clofe to the bufinefsi he will not 
Iwnder you from profiting by the prihcVs -bounty ; 
this is what I aflure you : I will mention it this e- 
vening to Signior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my 
mgfter, who is uncle to the Count d'Olivarez, and 
fligres with him the cares of government." Na-^ 
varro having told me this, alked a diredion to my 
•lodging : and fo we parted. 

It was jiot long before I faw him again. Co- 
ming to me next day, ** Signior de Santillane, 
(faid he) you have a protedor in my mailer, who 

SI favdlir.you with hisfupport. On account of 
^ jgcjod charader which 1 gave of you, he has 
promiftd to fpeak in your behalf to his nephew 
the C^«J3t d'OTivarez, whom I hope he will pre- 
poflcTs in ypur favour." My friend Navarro, who 

^did not fe^ye me by halves, introduced me two 
days after, xp Don Balthazar *, who faid to me 

^Wlth a cburtebus look, •* Signior de Santillane, 
your friend Jofeph has fpoke fo well of you, as to 
engage me in youf intereft." I made a profound 
bow to Signior de Zuniga, and anfwered, that I 
fhouMl all my life have a lively fenfe of the obliga^r 
1^ I l^y udder to Navarro, for having procured 
for me the protedion of a mini/ler who was 
juftly filled 7^tf li^bt of the council. Don Baltha- 

. zar, at this flattering reply, clapt me oy the flioulr 

dcr, faying, with a fniile, " You may go again to^ 

marrow to the levee of the Count d'Olivarez, with 

whom you will be better fatisfied than before." 

I appeared, therefore, the third time, before the 

, pripie minifter ; who, having diftinguilhed me in 

* Don Bahba^ar de Zuniga, Count de Monterez, was great^ 
commander of Leon, governor to Philip the fourth king of 
SpaLo^ lambaiTador at Kome and Vienna^ and prefident ofthd 
Italic council. 
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the crowd, honoured me with a fmUing Ibok, from- 
whence 1 conceived a good omen. ** This goes 
well, (faid 1 to myfelf :} the uncle has made the 
nephew hear reafon." 1 now expefted a favoura- 
ble reception; and my expeftation was fulfilled: 

^ the Count, after having given audience to every 
body, fent for me to his clofet, where he faid to 
me, with a familiar air, " Friend Santillane, for- 
give me for having thrown thee into perplexity, 
for my diverfion; I pleafed myfelf with giving 
thee uneaGnefs, in order to try thy prudence, and 
fee what thou wouldft do in thy chagrin. I don't 
doubt that thou thoughteft I was difpleafed with 
thee; but, on the contrary, my child^ I own I 
have a Hking to thy perfon. Though the king ray 
mafter had not ordered me to take care of thy for- 
tune, I fhould have done it through pure inclina- 
tion. Befides, my uncle Don Balthazar de Zuni- 
ga, to whom I can refufe nothing, has delired me 
to look upon thee as one for whom he interefts 
himfelf: this is enough to determine me in thy 
favour." This declaration hiade fuch a flrong ira- 
preflion upon my fenfes, that they were quite dif- 
ordered. 1 threw myfelf at the feet of the mini- 
fler, who having bid me rife, went on in this man- 
ner, '* Come hither again this afternoon, and call 
for my fteward, who will impart to thee the orders 
I ihall give; him." So faying, his excellency went 
out to hear mafs, as he ufually did every day, after 
having given audience; and then repaired to the 

' king's levee. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. IV, 

Gil Bias acquires the love of Count (VOHvarez^ 

I DID not fail to return in the afternoon, and 
call for the ftewaid, whofe name was Don Ray- 
mond Caporis. I no fooner told him my name, 
than, fainting me with great demonftrations of re- 
fpecl, " Signior, (faid he) follow me if you pleafe: 
I will conduft you to the apartment which is de- 
ftined for you in this houfe." So faying, he carri- 
ed me by a little ftair to a range of five or fix 
rooms, which compofed the fecond ftory of one 
wing of the houfe, and which were very plainly 
furnil^ed. " This (faid he) is the lodging which 
his Grace appoints for you ; and here you will 
have a table with fix covers, maintained at his ex- 
pence. You will be ferved by his own domellics, 
and there will be always a coach at your com- 
*mand. This is not all, (added he) his excellen- 
cy has ordered me to treat you with the fame re- 
fped as if you was of the family of Guzman.'' 
** VVhat the deuce is the meaning of all this ! (faid 
I to myfclt) How am I to underttand thefe diftinc- 
lions : Is there not fome mifchief at bottom ? and 
is it not for his diverfion that the minifler gives me- 
fuch honourable treatment?** While 1 was in 
this uncertainty, fluiluating between hope and 
f-ar, a page came and told me^ that the Count 
Wanted me. 1 went inllant'ly to his grace, who 

bchig alone in his clofet^ " Well, Santillane, 

(li'id he) art thou fatisfied with thy apartment/ 
^nd the orders which 1 have given to Don Ray- 
i^ond:" " The goodnef? of your excellency, (aur 
fvvered I) feems to be exceffive ; and I receive it 
Wh fe^r and trembling." •' For what realbn ? 
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(laid he,) Can I do too much honour to a nia» 
whom the king has recommended to my care ? 
No, indeed ; I do no more than my duty in treat- 
ing thee in an honourable manner : be not there- 
fore furprifed at what I do for thee ; and be affu- 
red,that a folidand fplendid fortune cannotefcape 
thee, provided thou art as much attached to me 
as thou waft to the Duke ot Lerraa. But with re- 
gard to that nobleman, (added he) I have beea 
told that you hved in great familiarity with hira^ 
1 am cunous to know how you two became ac- 
quainted, and what employment you exercifed 
under that minifter: difguife nothing: 1 infift 
upon hearing the Whole truth." I then remem- 
bered my perplexity with the Duke of Lerma, in 
the fame cafe, and in what manner I extricated 
xnyfelf : and this I pradifed again very luccefs- 
fully ; that is to fay, in my narration 1 f-^ftened 
t!oe rough places, and paifed flightly over tiiofe 
things which did not much redound to my ha- 
nour : I likewife fpared the Duke of Lerma ; the" 
in doing otherwife.Ifhould have better pleafed my 
hearer. As for Don .Rodrigo de Calderona. *, 1 

gave 

♦■ Rodrigo Calderona, after having been page to the Vice- 
Chanccllor of Arragon, «ntcied into the fervicc of the Duke- 
of Lerma, and by the intereft and favour of that Minifter,. 
which he engroffed in a particular manner, obtained veryconr 
fiJerable offices. He was firft of all made Gentleman of the 
bed chamber to the Kino^, tlicn Secretary of State : forae time 
a'ter he received the collar of the order of St Jagp; was made- 
commander of Arcana, and created captain of the Gcrroaia 
Guard. Such extraordinary favours^he .could tiol bear with: 
moderation, but becoming extremely infolent and licentious,, 
dcfpifed the moft pawerful grandees of Spain, to whofe hat^d 
he fell a facrificc, after the difgrace of the Cardinal Duke of 
Lerma, He was arrefled in 1619, and tried on an impeach- 
ment containing 23© articles, among which were forcery and 
poifoning the Queen , though thcfc two were not proved, yet 
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gave him no quarter, but difclofed all the fire 
ftrokes which I knew he ftruck in the traffic of 
coramanderies, governments, and benefices. 

"** What you tell me of Calderona faid the (mi- 
niftcr, interrupting me) is conformable to feveral 
memorials which have been prefented againll 
him, and which contain heads of accufation ftill 
more important. His trial will foon come on ; 
and if -you wifti his downfall, 1 believe your de- 
fire will be fatisfied.'* "I don't defire his death, 
(faid 1) though it was i>ot his fault that I found 
not mine in the tower of Segovia, where he was 
the caufe of my being imprifoned for a good many 
months.** •** How I (cried hk excellency) was Don 
Rodrigo.the caufe of thy imprifonment ? this is 
what I did not know. Don Balthazar, to whom 
Navarro recounted the hiftory, told me that the 
late King ordered thee to be confined, as a pu- 
nifhment for having carried the Prince of Spain 
to a fufpedied place in the night ; but I knew no 
more of the matter; and I can't conceive what 
part Calderona could play in the piece." *' The 
part of a lover who revenges an injury received,'* 

l)e was condemned to lofe his head: and being allowed to di- 
ipofe of, bj will, no ipote than two thoufand ducats of all his 
iiamenfe wealth, was ordered to prepare for death« He was 
afterwards deprived of the enfigns of knighthood, and con- 
duced to the place of execution, direffed in a caflbck mourning 
cloak, with a caul of frize, and a crofs upon his brealh His 
Wdy with two torches on each fide of it, was guarded on the 
jf^affqld by a- party of the patrole till the evening, when a great 
rBUmber of prieds beirg affembled to honour his remains, they 
Were difmifled, and forbid to accompany the corpfe, which 
ijas carried without any ponvp to the church of the Carme- 
^tcs, according to his own defire. His head was fevered by a 
Broke upon the throat, becaufe in Spain none but traitors re- 
ceive it pn the neck behind : and he died with fuch courage 
Sod decency, as affcded even his enemies with forrow and re- 
l^iorfe^ 

^ anfwered 
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anfwered I. I then told him the whole adven- 
ture, which he thought fo diverting, that, grave as 
Jie wa?, he could not help laughing, or rather 
weeping with mirth. He was infinitely rejoiced 
with Catalina, fometimes niece and fometimes 
grand-daughter, as well as with the part which the 
Dulce of Lerma afted in the whole. 

When I had finiflied my narra:tion, the Count 
difmiflcd me, faying, that he would not fail to find 
me fome employment next diy. I ran immedi- 
ately to the houfe of Zuniga, to thank Don Bal- 
thazar for his good offices, and to tell my friend 
Jofeph how well I was with the prime minifter. 



CHAP. V. 

Hhe private converjation which Gil Bias had with 
Navarro, and the fir ft bufinefs in which he was 
employed by the Count d^Olivarez. 

AS foon PS I faw Jofeph, I told him, with fome 
agitation that I had a great many things to 
communicate: upon which he carried me to a 
private place ; w^here, after having informed him 
of what had happened, I afked his opinion of the 
matter. " My opinion (anfwered he) is, that you 
you are in the way of making a vaft fortune : e* 
very thing fmiles upon you : you are agreeable to 
the prime minifter ; and another thing which may 
turn out to your advantage is, that I can do you 
the fame fei^ice which you received from- my un- 
cle Meichior de la Ronda, when you firft entered 
the family of the archb^flioj) of Grenada, He fpa- 
red you the trouble of ftudying the prelate and 
his principal officers, by diiclofing their different 
characters to you at once : and I will, after his ex- 
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ample, make you acquainted with the Coun% the 
Countefs his wife, and Donna Maria de Guzman 
their only child. 

" The minifter has a quick penetrating genius, 
capable of forming grand defigns. He fets up for 
an univerfal man, becaufe he has a fmall tindure 
of every fcience, and believes himfelf able to de- 
cide in everything. He imagines himfelf a pro- 
found lawyer, a great captain, and a mod confuni- 
mate politician. Add to this, he is fo intoxicated 
with his own opinions, that he always follows them 
rather than thofe ot others, that he may not feeni 
beholding to the underftanding of any man. Be- 
tween you and me, this defed may have ft range 
confcquences, from which heaven preferve the 
monarchy. He fhiues in the counfel by a natural 
eloquence: and he would write as well as h^ 
fpeaks, if, in order to dignify his ftile, he did not 
aiFeft expteffions which render it ftifFand obf:ure. 
He is, betides, very whimfical, capricious, and chi- 
merical. So much for his head. As to his h^^art, 
he is generous and friendly. He is faid to be vin- 
diftive: but what Spaniard is otherwife? He is 
alfo accufed of ingratitude, in being the occafioi 
of exiling the Duke d'Uzcda, and the friar Lewis 
Aliaga; to whom, people fay, he had great obh- 
gations : but this is pardonable ; the defire of be- 
ing prime miniller prevails over every other fen- 
timent. 

** Donna Agriez de Zuniga a Velafco, Countefs 
of Olivarez, (continut^d Jol'eph) is a lady who has 
no fault that 1 know, but that of felling her iavoars 
at a high price. As for Donna Maria de Guzman, 
who is, without contradiftion, this day the riche.t 
match in Spain, (he is an accomphlhcd young Ltdy, 
and tlie idol of her father; model your behaviour 
accordingly J be affidious in" mailing your court to 

Vol. iV. M thef- 
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thefe two ladies, and appear flill more devoted to 
the Count d'Olivarez than you was to the duke of 
Lerma, before your journey to Segovia ; in which 
cafe, you will certainly become a perfonage of rank 
and power. 

•' 1 likewife advife you (added he) to wait upon 
my matter Don Balthazar, from time to time; 
though you have no need of him for your ad- 
vancement, don't negled him: he has a very good 
opinion of you at prefent; preferye his friendlhip 
and efleem which may be of ftrvice to you upon 
fome occafion or other." •* As the uncle and ne- 
phew (faid I) are both concerned in the miniftry, 
is there no jealoufy between the two colleagues ?" 
*' On the contrary, -(anfwered he) they live toge- 
ther in the greateft harmony. Had it not been for 
Don Balthazar, the Count d'Olivarez, perhaps, 
would not have been prime minifter: for, in fhort, 
after the death of Philip the third, all the friends 
and partizans of the houfe of Sandoval exerted 
themfelves very much ; fome in favour of the car- 
dinal, and others in behalf of his fon ; but my ma* 
iler, who was the moft fubtle among the courtiers, 
and the Count as cunning as he, broke all their 
raeafures, and took fuch effeftual ftcps to fecure 
that place, that their antagonifts were quite foiled. 
The Count d'Olivarez, when he became minifter, 
fhiQred the adminiftration with his uncle Don Bal- 
thazar, to whom he left the care of foreign affairs, 
refervingall domeftic concerns to himfelf : fo that,' 
by thefe means, ftrengthening the ties of friendfhip, 
which ought naturally to unite perfons of the 
fame blood, thefe two noblemen, independent of 
one another, live in fuch good correfpondence, as 
to me feems unalterable.*' 

Such was the converfation I had with Jofeph ; 
by wliofe information' I hoped to profit: after 

which, 
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which, I went to thank Signior de Zanigna for his 
goodnefs towards me. He told me very poJicely, 
that he would feize every occafion of befriendiilj? 
me, and that he was very glad to find me fatisfied 
with his nephew, to whom, he affUred me, he 
would fpeak again in my favour ; refolving at 
leaft, he faid, to convince me, that he had my wel- 
fare at heart ; and that, inftead of one patron I 
had two. It was thus that Don Balthazar, out of 
friendfliip for Navarro, interelled himfelf m my 
behalf. 

That very evening I quitted my hired room to 
go and lodge at the prime minifter's houfe, where 
I fupped with Scipio, in my own apartments 
There we were fervid by the domellics o( the fa- 
mily, who, while we ate our victuals with an af- 
fefted gravity, laughed, perhaps, within them- 
felves, at the refpedt which they v^ere commands 
ed to Ihew. When the table was uncovered, and 
they were retired, my fecretary laying afide his 
conftraint, faid a thoufand diverting things, wiiich 
his gay diipofition and- fan uine hopes infp red. 
As for me, altliough overjoyed at the brilliant litu- 
ation in which 1 faw myfelf, I felt myfelf no long- 
er difpofed to be dazzled by it: but going to bed 
flwpt Ibundly, without giving way to the agreeable 
ideas with whijh I might have entertained my 
fancy; whereas the ambitious Scipio enjoyed lit- 
tle repofe, but pafled half of the night in hoardin'j 
«p money for the portion of his d^'iughter S^ra- 
piiina. 

I had fcarce got on my cloaths next morning,, 
when I was fcnt for by his Grace; who, when £ 
came before him, faid to me, " Well, Santillane, 
let us fee a fp;.cim:m of what thou canM do; thou 
^yeit the Duke of l^rma employed thee in a- 
bridging memLrials: 1 have got oiivi, which 1 in- 
M 2 tend 
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fend for thy firft eflay. The fubjeft of it is this; 
U muft be a performance to prepoflefs the public 
in favour of my miniftry. I have already private- 
ly fpread a report, that I found affairs in very 
great diforder ; the bufinefs therefore is, to expofe 
to the eyes of both court and city, the miferable 
condition to which the monarchy is reduced. We 
n^ufl, on this fubjed, draw a pidure which will 
llrike the people, and hinder them from regreting 
thelofsof my predeceflbr. After that you muft 
extol the meafures which I have taken to render 
his majefty's reign glorious, his dominions flourifh- 
ing, and his fubjeds perfeftly happy. 

His Grace having fpoke in this manner, gave, 
rre a paper containing the juft caufes the nation 
lad to complain of the preceding adminiftration, 
fiimmed up in ten articles, the leaft pf which 1 re- 
member, was lufficient to alarm ail good Spa- 
niards : then Ihutting me in a clofct adjoining to 
his ow n, he left roe to work at liberty. I began to 
ctrnpofe my memorial as well as I could : I, firft 
of all, defcribed thfe bad condition of the kingdom, 
the finances exhaufted, the royal revenue engrof- 
iid by partizans, and the marine entirely ruined. 
1 then demonftrated the faults committed by thofe 
U'lio had governed the ftate under the laft reign, 
and the terrible confequences which might proceed 
from thefe faults. In Ihort, 1 reprefented the mo- 
narchy in danger, and fo fharply cenfured the for- 
mer nanifter, that, according to my 'memorial, the 
lofs of the Duke of Lerma was a great happinefs 
for hpain. To fay the truth, though 1 harboured 
no reientment a'gair.ft that nobleman, 1 was not 
lorry to do him this good office. Such is the dif- 
politipn of man ! 

In fine, after a frightful pifture of the misfor- 
tunes which threatened Spain, I encouraged the 

minds 
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minds of the people, by making them conceive 
fair hopes of the future. I made the Count d'Oli- 
varez fpeak hke a faviour feiit from heaven, for the 
falvation of the flate: I promifed mountains ani 
miracles: in a word, I entered fo well into the 
views of the newtninifter, that he feemed furprifed 
at my performance; which, when he had read to 
an end, " Santillane, (faid he) doll thou know that 
thou haft compofed a morfel worthy of a fecretary 
of ftate? 1 am not furprifed that the Duke of 
Lerma employed thy pen; thy ftile is concife, and 
even elegant; but I think it is a httle too natural." 
He then pointed out the places which were not to 
his tafte, altering them with his own hand ; and I 
perceived, by his corredlions, that he loved (as 
Navarro had told me) obfcure and far fetched ex- 
preffions. Neverthelefs, tliough he was refolved to 
have noblenefs, or rather conceits, in his diclion, 
he preferved tWo thirds of my work; and, to (hew 
how well he was fatisfied with. my capacity, fent 
to me, by Don Raymond, three hundred piftoies^ 
as a defert at dinner. 



CHAP. VL 



The ufe to which Gil Bias puts his three hundred pi- 
Jloles ; and bis charge to Scipio : with ibejuccefs 
of the above-mentioned msrnoni^L 

^HIS favour of the minifter furniflied Scipio 
with a new opportunity of congratulating my 
f^turn to court. " You fee (faid he) that fortune 
"as great defigns in your favour. Are you now 
Wy Tor having quitted your folitudc? Long hfe 
to trie Count d'OiivarezI he is quite unotlK^r fort 
of a patron than his predecefTor. ihsdu.ce of 
M 3 ^ Li^raia 
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T.ermjt, though you was fo much attached to him, 
Ln yoa languifh feveral months, without chiving 
you one piftole ; whereas the Count has already 
bellowed upon you a gratification which you 
could not have expiefted till ^fter a long fervice. 

" I wifh (added he) that the lords of Levva 
were witnefles of the happinefs which you enjoy, 
or at lead made acquainted with it." " It is time 
indeed for them to know it (anfwercd I) and I 
was juft going to talk to thee about the matter. 
I don't doubt that they are extremely impatient 
to hear from me; but I waited until I Ihould fee 
myfelf fettled in fome ihape or other, and be a1>le 
to inform them pofitively, whether or not I fliould^ 
flay at court. Now that I am fixed, thou mayeft' 
let out for Valencia when thou wilt, to inform 
thofe noblemen of my prcfent fituation, which I 
look upon as their own work, fince it is certaint 
that, had it not been for them, 1 fliould never have 
determined upon my journey to Madrid.*' " IMy 
deaj: mailer, (cried the fon of Cofcolina) how hap- 
py will they be, when I recount to them what has 
happened to you ! would I were already at the 
gates of Valencia ; but I (hall be there very foon; 
Don Alphonfo's two horfes are ready ; I will fet 
out immediately with one of his Grace's lacqueys; 
for, bc^iides that 1 Ihall be glad of a companion on 
the .road, you know people will be dazzled by the 
livery of the prime minifter." 

1 Cvjiild not help laughing at the ridiculous va- 
nity ct my fecretary; though vainer (till, perhaps, 
tlian he, 1 let him do as he defired. " Go, (faid I) 
and return as foon ^s poffible ; for I have another 
comniifiion to give thee: thou mull go to the Au- 
ftuiias with money for my mother; I have, through 
negligence, let the time pafs, on which I promifed 
to remit an hiin^d piftoles to her, and which 

thou 
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thou undertook to deliver with thy own hand. 
Thefe forts of promifes fromafon ou^ht to be fo fa- 
cred, that I upbraid myfelf with my wantof pundla- 
ahty." ** Sir (anfvvered Scipio) in fix weeks I will 
bring you an account of botli thefe commiffions : 
I will converftt with the Lords of Ley va, make a 
tour to your country-houfe, and revifit the city of 
Oviedo, which I never remember, without wifhing 
three fourths and a half of its inhabitants at the 
devil." Upon this, I counted njut to the fon of 
Cofcolina one hundred piftoles for .my mother's 
penfion, with an hundred more for himfelf, that he 
might agreeably perform the long journey which 
he had undertaken. 

A few days after his departure, the Count fent 
our memorial to the prefs ; and it was no fooaer 
publiflied, than it became the fubjedl of all conver- 
iation in 'Madrid. The people, always friends to 
novelty, were charmed with the performance; the 
low ebb of the finances, which was painted in 
lively colours, incenfed them againft the Puke of 
Lerma; and if the ftrokes of the quill, which that 
miniller received, were not applauded by every 
body, at leaft they met with abundance of appro- 
bation. 

As for the magnificent promifes made by the 
Count d'OUvarez, and, among otliers. that of de- 
fraying the national expence, by a prudent oecc- 
nomy, without incommoding the faojeds; taey 
dazzled the citizens in general, andcoidraied them 
in the grand opinion which they had ah'eidy e'l- 
tertained of his capacity: fo that the wiioie city 
echoed with his praife. 

That minifter, overjoyed to fee the acco npli la- 
ment of his aim, which in that book had been to 
acquire the public afFedlion, was refolved to de- 
ferve it effedtually, by a commendable aclioa, 

^ whiclt 
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^hich fliould be ferviccable to the king. For this 
Purpofe he had recourfe to the invention of the 
Emperor Galba; that is, to make thofe who had 
enriched themfelves, the Lord knows how, in the 
adminiftration of the finances, regorge their wealth. 
When he had drawn from thofe leeches the blood 
which they had fucked, and filled the coffers of 
the King, he undertook to preferve it, by fuppref- 
iing all penfions, not even excepting his own, as 
well as the gratificiitions that were given out of 
the King's exchequer. To fucceed in this defign, 
which he could not execute without changing the 
face of government, he einployed me in cotnpofing 
a new memorial, the fubftance and form of which 
he dictated. He then enjoined me to rife as much 
as I could above the ordinary fimphcity of my ftile, 
and give more dignity to my expreffions. " E- 
nough, my lord, (faid 1) your excellency (hall have 
the Iplendid and Jublime which you defire." I fhut 
my felf up in the fame clofet where I had c^mpofed 
the lirfl, and there went to work, after having in- 
voked the eloquent genius of the archbifhop of 
Grenada. 

I Began by reprefenting, that we could not be 
too careful in preferving the money which was' in 
the treafury, and which ought to be employed on- 
ly in the emergencies of the Hate, as being a faered 
tund, referved on purpofe lo keep the enemies of 
Spain in awe. Then I demonftrated to the King, 
(for the memorial was addrefled to him) that in 
taking away all the penfions and gratifications with 
which the revenue was faddled, he Ihould not, for 
all that, deprive himfelf of the pieafure of reward- 
ing thofe fubjecfts, who fhould deferve his favour; 
fiace, without touching his treafure, he was in a 
condition to bjeftow upon them great recompen- 
ces : that for Ibme he had viceroyaities, govern- 

ments, 
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ments, orders of knighthood, and military employ- 
ments; for others, commanderies, and penfions 
upon them, titles, magillracies ; and, in fine, aU 
forts of benefices for thofe who are confecrated to 
the church. 

This memorial, which was much longer than 
the firft, took me up near three days;^ and luckily, 
I compofed it to the tafte of my mailer; who, find- 
ing it written with emphafis, and ftuffed with me- 
taphors, loaded me with applaufe. " I am very 
well fatisfied with this, (faid he, pointing to the 
moll tumid places) thefe are well ftamped expref- 
fions. Courage, friend; 1 forefee that thou wilt ba 
of great fervice to me." Neverthelefs, in fpite of 
the applaufe of which he was fo prodigal, he did 
not fail to retouch the memorial. He inferted a 
good deal of his own, and compofed a piece of elo- 
quence which charfljed the King and the whole 
court. The city joined its ^fyprobation, conceived a 
happy oipen of the future, and flattered itfelf, that 
the monarchy would refume its ancient luilre un- 
der the miniftry of fuch a great man. 

His Excellency, feeing that this piece did him a 
great deal of honour, was willing that I ih :)uld 
reap fome fruit from it, in coniideration of my 
Ihare in the compofition ; he accordingly bellowed 
upon me a penlion of five hundred crowns upon 
the commandery of Callile; which was the more 
agreeable to me as it was not w^ickedly, though 
eafily got. 



CHAP. 

d by Google 



i^ THE ADVENTURES OF 

CHAP. VU. 

By what accident^ in what place ^ and condition^ Gil 
Blasjound bis friend Fabricio ; and the converfa- 
tion that happened between them. 

NOTHING gave more pleafure to the Count 
than to know the opinion which the people 
of Madrid had of his condud in the minillry. He 
alked me every day what people faid of him ; and 
even maintained fpies, who brought hiai an exact 
account of what pafled in the city. They reported 
to him eA ery word which they heard ; and as he 
ordered them to be fincere, his felf-love fufFered 
fometimes; for the people have an intemperance 
of tongue which has no refpeft of pcrfons. 

When I perceived that he was pleafed with 
thefe reports, I employed myfelf every afternoon 
in going to public places, and joining converfation 
with good company. When they fpoke of the go- 
vernment, I liitened with attention; and if they 
iaid any thing that deferved to be re-tolJ to his 
Excellency, 1 did not fail to inform him of it: but 
it rnuft be obferved, that I never reported an/ 
thing which was fpoken to his prejudice. 

One day, as I returned from one of thefe places, 
paffing by the door of an hofpital, I felt an incli- 
nation to enter. I walked through two or three 
wards full of fick people a-bed, and furveyed every 
thing around me. Among thefe unfortunate peo- 
ple, whom I could not behold without compaffijn, 
I was ftruck with the appearance of one, who I be- 
lieved was my old friend and comrade Fabricio, 
That I might have a more diftindl view of him, I 
approached his bed; and having no longer any 
reafon to doubt that it was the poet Nunnez., ftjpt 

a few 
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a few minutes to confider him, without fpeaking : 
while he, recolieding me alfo, eyed me in the fame 
manner. At length, breaking filence," Sure (faid 
1) my eyes deceive me? Is this adually Fabricio 
whom I meet in this place!" *• The very fame, (an- 
fwered he, coldly) and thou haft no caufe to be 
furprifed at it. Since I left thee, I have ever exerci- 
fed the bufinefs of an author : I have compofed 
romances, comedies, all kinds of works of genius. 
1 have run my race, and am now at the hofpital/* 

I could not help laughing at thefe words, and 
ftill more at the ferious air with which they were 
pronounced. *' How ! (cried I), has thy Mufe 
brought thee to this place ? Hath fhe played thee 
this villainous trick ?" '* Thou feeft it is fo, (he re- 
plied :) this houfe is the retreat of many a wit. 
Thou haft done well, my child^ to take another 
road ; but methinks thou art no longer at court, 
and the face ot thy affairs is changed : nay/I remem-. 
her to have heard, that thou waft imprifoned by or- 
der of the King." " True, (faid 1) the charming 
fituation in which I was, when we parted, in a lit- 
tle time after was followed by a reverfe of fortune, 
which robbed me of my wealth and liberty : ne- 
verthelefs, my friend, thou feeft me again in a more 
flourifhing ftate than ever." *' That is impoijiblel 
cried Nunnez, thy apparel is frugal and plain ; 
and thou haft not that vain and infolent air which 
profperity ufually gives." ** Misfortune, anfwered 
I, hath purified my virtue ; and I have learned in 
the fchool of adverfity, to enjoy riches with mode- 
ration.' 

" Tell me then, cried Fabricio, ftarting up in a 
tranfport, what may be thy employment? what 
bufinefs doft thou follow ? art thou not ftcward to 
feme ruined grandee, or opulent widow ? * I have 
a better poft, I replied, but thou muft difpenfe 

with 
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with my telling thee more at prefent : I will fatis* 
fy thy curiofity another time : I will now only let 
thee know, that I am in a condition to affift thee, 
or rather to make thee eafy for life, provided thou 
wilt promife to write no more works of genius ei- 
ther in verfe or profe. Doft thou feel thyfelf ca- 
pable of making fuch a facrifice to me ?" " 1 have 
already made it to Heaven, faid he, during a fe- 
vere diftemper of which I am juft cured. A Do- 
minican father has made me abjure poetry, as an 
amufement which, if not criminal, at leaft diverts 
the mind from the purfuit of wKHom and virtue." 
" I congratulate thee, my dear Nunnez, anfwer- 
ed I : but beware of a relapfe." " That I am in 
no fear of, he refumed: I am firmly refolved to/a- 
bandon the mufes ! and when thou cameft into 
the ward, was juft compofing an eternal adieu to 
them in verfe." *' Mr Fabricio, (faid I, ihakiug 
my head) 1 don't know if the Dominican and I 
dare trult to your abjuration, you feem fo furioufly 
enchanted by thefe learned damfels." "No, no> 
(anfwered he) I have broke off all connexion with 
them; nay^ more, 1 have conceived an averiion 
for the public, 'vhich does not deferve that authors 
Ihould confecratc then: works to it: I fhould be 
forry if I could produce any thing that would 
pleafe it. Don't imagine, (continued he) that this 
language is didlated by paliibn: 1 fipeak, m cold 
blood. I equally defpife the applaufe and hiJTes of 
the public, which one doss not know how to ma- 
nage. It is fo capricious, that it does not think 
two days one way. • What fools are thofe drama- 
tic writers who are vain of the fuccefs of their per- 
formances ! Whatever noife they make by their 
novelty, if they are brought upon the Itage twerv- 
ty years after, they are for the moll part very ill 
received. The prefent generation taxes the paft 

with 
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with want of tafte, and its determinations apecon- 
tradifted by thofe of the next. From whence I 
concluded, that thofe aiithors who are now ap- 
plauded will be hiffed by poftetity. It is the fame 
thing with regard to romances, and other amufing 
books, which, though, at firft they meet with ge- 
neral approbation, infenfibly fink into contempt. 
That honour, therefore, which we reap from the 
good fuccefs of our works, is nothing but a mere 
chimera, an illufion of the brain, a fire of fliraw 
which evaporates in fmoke*" 

Tho' I was well convinced that the Afl:urian 
poet fpoke this from paflion only, I did not feem 
to perceive it; and faid to him, *' I am overjoyed 
to 'find thee difgufted with the belle lettre, and ra- 
dically cured of the rage of writing. Be aflured 
that 1 will immediately procure for thee an em- 
ployment in which thou may eft enrich thyfelf^ 
without being at a great expence of genius." " So 
much the better ! cried he. Genius ftinks in my 
noftrils, and I now look upon it as the moft fatal 
prefent that Heaven can beilow upon man." I 
wifli, my dear Fabricio, I replied, that thou may 'ft 
Hill preferve thofe fentiments. If you perfift in 
your refolution to quit poetry, I repeat it, I will 
loon procure for thee an honourable and lucrative 
poft; but until I can do thee, this fervice, (added 
I, giving him a purfe of fixty piftoles) pray accept 
of this imall token of my friend|hip." . 

" O generous friend ! cried the fon of barber 
Nunnez, tranfported with gratitude and joy) what 
thanks do I owe to Heaven for bringing thee into 
this hofpital, which I will leave this very day by 
thy afliftance !" And he adually ordered himfelf 
to be tranfported into an hired lodging. But be- 
fore we parted, I told him where I lived, and invir 
ted hmi to coirie and fee me, as foon as he fiiould 

VoL.lv. N ^ , be 
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he perfedlly recovered. He feemed extremely 
furprifed, when I told him, that 1 lodged in the 
houfe of the Count d'OJivarez. " Thrice happy 
Gil Bias, faid he, whofe fate it is to be a minifter's 
favourite I I rejoice at thy good fortune, fince.thou 
ufeft it £o well." 



CHAP. VIII. 

Xji/ Ijlas becomes more and more beloved by his mch 
Jler. Scipio returns to Madrid^ and gives an ac- 
count of his journey to Santillane^ 

THE Count d'Olivarez, whom henceforth I 
fhall call the Count- Duke, becaufe the King 
w^as pleafed about this tinje to honour him with 
that title, had a foible which I difcovered, very 
much to my own advantage ; and this w^as a de- 
iire of being beloved. As foon as he perceived 
that any one attached himfeif to him through in- 
clination, he immediately conceived a friendfliip 
for that adherent. 

I took care not to ncgled this obfervation. I 
\y'as not contented with barely doing what he com- 
manded ; I executed his orders wuth fuch demon- 
ftrations of leal, as quite' won his heart; I fludied 
his tafte in all things, that I might conform myfelf 
to it ;. and anticipated his defires as much as I 
cogld. 

"^By this conduft, which feldom fails of fuccefs, 
I infenfibly became the favourite of my mafter, 
who, on his part, as I myfelf had the fame foible, 
gained my whole foul, by the marks of affeftion 
w^hich he bellowed on me; and I infinuated my- 
felf fo far into his favour, that I at length fhared 

his 
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his confidence with Signior Carnero his chief fe- 
cretary. 

Carnero had pradifed the fame method of be- 
ing a^^reeable to his Excellency ; and fucceeded' 
fo-well, that he was intruded with, the myderies 
of the cabinet. That fecretary and I were the 
two confidents of the prime miniiler, and the de- 
pofitories of his fecrets : with this difference, that 
he fpoke to Carnero of nothing but ftate affairs, 
and converfed with me on his own private con- 
cerns only ; by thefe means^ making as it were two 
feparate departments, with which we were both 
equally- fatisfied, we lived together without jea- 
loufy, as without friendfliip. I had caufe to be 
pleafed with my fituation, which giving me con- 
tinual opportunities of being with the Count- 
Duke, 1 was always at hand to obferve the very 
bottom of his foul, which he, tho' natu^^lly dif- 
fembling, ceafed to conceal from me, when he no 
longer doubted the finc,erity of my attachment. 

*' Santillane, (faid he to me one day) thou haft 
feen the Duke of Lerma enjoy an authority vW;icIi 
looked more like the power of an abfolute mo- 
narch, than that of a ftvourite miniiler: never- 
thelefs, I am ftill more lucky than he was, even at 
tae higheft point of his fortune. He had two for- 
midable enemies in the Duke d'Uzcda, his own 
fon, and in the confeflbr of Philip the third. 
Whereas I* fee not one perfon near the King, wha 
has credit enough to hurt me, nor even one whom 
Ifufped: to be my foe." 

** it is true indeed (continued he) that when I 
came to the miniftry, I lutTered none to be near 
the Pri-nce, but thofe who were connected wit.i. 
li^e either by blood or friendfliip. I have, by vice- 
•Royalties, or embaffies, got rid of all thofe noble- 
^^n who by their perfonal merit might have ac- 
N 2. quired 
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quired fome portion of my foverign's favour, which 
1 was refolved entirely to poffefs; fo that I may 
now fafely fay, no- great man takes umbrage at 
my credit. Thou feeft Gil Bias, (added he) that 
I difclofe my heart to thee. As I have realbn to 
think thee entitely devoted to me^ 1 have chofen 
thee for my confident. Thou dofl not want un- 
derftanding ; art, I believe, modeft, prudent and 
difcreet ; in a word, thou feemefl proper for exe- 
cuting twenty forts of commiffions, which require 
ji young man of extenfive underftanding, who is 
at the fame time in my interefts." 

I was not proof againtt the flattering images 
which thefe words raifed in my imagination. 
Some vapours of avarice and ambition mounted in- 
to my brain, and awaked in 'me thofe fentiments 
over v/hich I thought I had gained a complete 
triumph. I proteiled to the minifter, that 1 would 
anfwer his intentions with all my power ; and I 
kept myfelf ready to execute, without fcruple, all 
the commijQSons with which he Ihould think pro- 
per to entruft me. 

While 1 was thus difpofed to raife new altars 
to fortune, Scipio returning from his journey, faid, 
" I have not a tedious narration to make. The 
lords of Ley va were charmed when 1 told them 
the reception you met with from the King, when 
he knew you, and with the behaviour of the Count 
d'Olivarez. 

Here 1 interrupted Scipio, faying, *' You would 
have given them ftill more pleafure, my friend, 
could you have told them on what footing 1 am 
now with his Grace. The rapidity of the prqgrefs 
which I have made in his Excellency's heart lince 
thy departure, is altogether prodigious." " God 
be praifed ! my dear mailer, anfwered he ; I fore- 
fee that a fpiendid deftiny awaits us." " Let us , 

wave 
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wave this fabjecS-, faid I, and talk ofOviedo., 
Thou haft been at the Afturias : in what condi- 
tion didft thou leave my mother?" "Ah I Sir, 
(he replied, alTaming all of a fudden a melancho- 
ly look) I have nothing but affliding news for you 
from that quarter." *' O heaven I (cried I) . my 
mother is certainly dead." "Six months ago, 
(faid my fecretary) the good lady paid the tribute 
of nature, as well as your uncle Signior Gil Perez." 
I was deeply affedted. with my mother's death, 
although in my infancy I had never received from 
her thofe carefles which are neceflary to make 
children grateful in the fequel. I likewife paid 
thofe tears which I owed to the good canon, for 
the care he had of my education. My grief in- 
deed did not laft long, but foon mellowed into a 
tender remembrance, which I have always pre- 
ferved of my parents. 



CHAP. IX. 



Hdw, and to whom the Count-Duke married his only 
daughter y with the bitter fruits which that m^ar^ 
riage produced* 

SOON after the return of ' Cofcolina's fon, the 
Count-Duke fell into a profound reverie, in 
wiiich he remained for the fpgce of eight whole 
^^ys. I imagined that he was meditating fome 
g^at ftroke of politics; but the fubjedl of his 
ii^ufing regarded his own family only. " Gil Bias, 
(faid he to me one afternoon) thou muft have per- 
ceived that I am a good deal perplexed in mind. 
Yes, -my child, I am wholjy engrofled by an affair 
upon which the repofe of my life depends; and I 
^ will impart the fecret to thee, 

N 3 "Donna 
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'* Donna Maria my daughter (continued -he) is 
now marriageable, and her heart is d fputed by a 
great number of noblemen. The Count di Nio- 
blej5, eldefl: fon of the Duke de Medina Sidonia, 
chief of the family of Guzman, and Don Lewis dc 
Haro, eldeft fon of the Marquis de Carpio and my 
own fifter, are the two candidates who feem beft 
entitled to the preference ; efpecially the laft* who 
poflefles merit* fo much fuperior to that of his rivals, 
that all the court perfuade themfelves 1 Ihall make 
choice of him for my fon-in law. Neverthelefs, 
without entering into the reafons which I have to 
exclude him, as well as the Count de Niobles, I 
v*^ill tell thee, that I have caft my eyes on Don 
Ramires Nunnez de Guzman, Marquis of Tora?, 
and chief of the family of Guzman d'Abrados: 
to this young nobleman, and the children which 
he fliall have by my daughter, I intend to leave 
my whole eftate annexed to the title of - Count 
d'Olivarez, to which I will join the quality of 
Grandee : fo that my grand children and their 
defcendants proceeding from the branched Abra- 
dos and that of Olivarez, will pafs fon the eldeft of 
the Guzman family." 

'' Well, Santillane, (added he)doft thou not ap- 
prove of my delign ? ' ** Pardon me, Sir, (anfwer- 
ed 1) the projedl is worthy of the genius that form- 
ed it ; I am only afraid that the Duke de Medina 
Sidonia will murmur at it.'\ " Let him murmur, 
if he pleafes refumed the minifter) I fhall give 
myfelf Y-cry little trouble about that. I don't 
love his branch, which hath ufurped the birth- 
right and titles thereunto attached, over the houfe 
of Abrados. I fhall mind his complaints lefs than 
the chagrin of my lifter the Marchionefs of Car- 
pio, in feeing her Ton difappointed in his expefta- 
tion of my daughter, Eut, after ?J1, I intended 

tQ 
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to pleafe myfelf, and it is already decided that 
Don Ramires fnall prevail overall his rivals." 

The Count Duke having taken this reiblution, 
gave a new mark of his lingular policy, in puttin^^ 
it in practice. He prefented a petition to t le 
King, begging that he and the Queen would be 
pleafed to bellow his daughter in marriage, de- 
icribing the characters of the noblemen who were 
in purfuit of her, and leaving the choice entirely 
to their Majefties ; but he did not fail, in fpeakin^ 
of the Marquis of Toral, to fhew that he was the 
moft agreeable of them all. Whereupon the 
King, who had a blind complaif^fnce for his Mini- 
fter, returned this anfwer : '* I believe Don Ra- 
mires Nunnez worthy of your daughter Donna 
Maria ; neverthelefs, take your own choice. The 
match which will fuit you belt, will be the moil 
agreeable to me. The Khig'' 

The minifter atFecled to Ihew this anfwer ; and 
pretending to look upon it as his Prince's order, 
made halle to marry his daughter to the Marquis 
of Toral ; an event that very much difpleafed the 
Marchionefs de Carpio, as well as the Guzmans, 
who had flattered themfelves with the hope of ef • 
poufing Donna Maria. Neverthelefs, as they 
could not hinder the marriage, they affected to ce- 
lebrate it- with great demonttrations of joy. One 
would have thought the whole family was charmed 
with the occafion; but the malcontents were foon 
revenged in a manner very melancholy for th« 
Count-Duke. Donna Maria * in tea months 
brought forth a daughter, which died in the birth, 
and in a few days after fellherfelfa victim to 

* Mr Le Sage has here deviated from the true hiftory j Lt 
Donna Maria died unmarried, though (he was betrothed tp 
Raymond de Guzman, Marquis of Toral, afterwards crcatc'ci 
Duke of Medina dc Lis Tones. 

^ death, 
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death. What a lofs was this for a father who, to 
life the exprellion, had no eyes but for his daugh- 
ter ; and who faw in this even the mifcarriage of 
his delign, of taking the right of elderfhip from 
the branch of Medina Sidonia ! He was fo much 
affeded, that for fome days he fliut himfelf up, 
and would fee nobody but me, who conforming 
myfelftohis immoderate grief; feemed as much 
afflided as he. To tell the truths 1 made ufe of. 
this occaiion to Ihed freih tears to the memory of 
Antonia. 'The refemblance which her death had 
to that of the Marchionefs of Toral, burft open 
again the wound which was but imperfedlly cured, 
and renewed my affliftion fo much, that the mini- 
fter, overwhehned as he was with his own forrow^ 
could not help being ftruck with mine. He was 
aftoniflied to fee me enter fo warmly into his cha- 
grin. ** Gil Bias, (faid he one day, perceiving me 
plunged in the mofl melancholy fadnefs) it is a 
fweet confolation for me to have fuch a fympathi- 
zing, confident." " Ah ! my Lord, (anfwercd I, 
giving ,to him all the honour of my afflidtion)! 
muft be very ungrateful and hard-hearted indeed, 
if I did not iincerely fyrnpathize with your Grace. 
How can I conlider that you mourn the lofs of a 
daughter of accomplifhed m.erit, whom you ten- 
derly joved, without mingling my tears with yours? 
No, my Lord, I am fo fenfible of your goodnefs, 
that as long as 1 live, I fliall always fhajpe in your 
pain a§ well, as pleafure." 



GHAF., 
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C H A P. X. . 

Gil Bias by accident meets the poet Nunnez^ who tells 
him that he has covipojed a tragt'dy^ which is im- 
mediately to be reprefented on the Princess theatre. 

' The bad fuccefs of that piece ^ with the furprijing 
good luck which attended itsfalL 

'n|^HE minifl:er*began to be confoled, and I of 
1 conlequence to refame my good humour, 
when one evening I went out all alone to take 
the air in my coach, and met in my way the Aftu- 
rian poet, whom 1 had not feen fince 1 quitted the 
hofpital. He being very well-drefled, i took him 
into the coach, and we drove together to St Jero- 
me's Meadow. 

• " Mr Nunnez, (faid I to him) I think myfelf 
very lucky in having met you by chance, other- 
wife I fhould not have had the pleafure." *' No 

reproaches, Santillane, (faid he with precipitation) 
I lincerely ovVn that 1 had no intentron to vilit thee, 
and thou Ihalt hear the reafon. You pronifed me 
a good poit, provided 1 fhould abjure poetry ; and 
I ijave found a very fubftantial on'*, on cuudition 
that 1 make verfe. I have accepted this lait, as 
moll fiiitable to my humour. A triend of mine 
has introduced me' into the family or Don Ber- 
trand Guiriez de Ribero, trcuiurer of the King's 
gullies. This Don Bertraiid, who wants to have 
a wit in his pa^, iindiag my verfilication very 
brilliant, has chofcn me preferaoly to five or fix 
authors who otlered themieives candidates for the 
employment of his private fecretary." 

** I am very giad to near it, my dear Fabiicio, 
(faid I) for tiiat Di\ liertrand is in all appear- 
ance very rich." " Rich ! (anfwered he) they 

• fay 
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lay he has fucli immenfe wealth, that he can- 
not count it. Be that as it will, my office is this, 
as he piques himfeif upon bein;; gallant, and 
would pafs for a man of genius, he keeps a litera- 
ry correipon Jence v\ ith feveral very fprightly la- 
dies, and I lend him my pen to compofe billets 
filled with wit and humour. I write for him, i:i 
verfe to one, in profe to another, and fometimesia 
perfon carries the letters, to fhew the multiplicity 
of Uiy talents." 

'* But thou haft not told me (faid I) what I 
chiefly defire to know, Art thou weU paid for thy 
epiftolary epigrams ?" Very largely, (he replied.) 
Rich people are not always generous, and I know 
fome of them who are mere fcrubs ; but Don 
Bertrand ufes me very nobly. Over ana above 
two hundred piftoles of fixed wages, I frequently 
teceive from him fmall gratifications, which put 
me in a condition to aCl the gentleman, and pafs 
my time agreeably with fome authors, who are 
like me, enemies to care." '' But, (l refumed) 
has thy treafurer tafte enough to reliih the beau- 
ties of a woi^k of genius, ^nd to perceive its faults?" 
** Not at all, (anfwered Nunnez) tho' he can talk 
fpecioully, he is by no means a connoiffeur. He 
gives himieli; out, however, for another Tarpa % 
decides boldly and fupports his opinion with fuch 
loudnefs and obftmacy, that generally when he 
difputes his antagonift is obliged to yield, in order 
to avoid the fhower of ill language with which he 
is Wont to overwhelm his opponents." 

** Thou niay'it well believe (purfued he) that I 
am very caulious of contradicl:ing him, whatever 

* Sp. Metius Tavpa, a famous critic of the Auguftan a^e : 
his tribunal was in tlie ic irplc of Apollo, where he fat witli 
four colleagues, to jud^c the merit of all theatrical perfor- 
ixiances, before they were exhibited on the ftagc. 

caule 
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•caufe he gives me for fo doing ; for befides the 
difagreeable epithets which I fhould certainly bring 
upon myfelf, I might poflibly be turned out of 
doors. I therefore prudently applaud what he 
praifes, and difapprove of every thing which he 
condemns. By this complaifance, which cofts me 
nothing, becaufe Ipoflefstheartof acco.nmodating 
myfelf to the characters of thofe w^ho can befriend 
nie, I have gained the friendfhip and elleem of my 
patron. He has engaged me to compofe a trage- 
dy on a fubject which he fuggefted. J have ac- 
cordingly finifhed it under his eye; and if it fuc- 
ceeds, I fhall owe one part of my glory to his good 
advice." * • . 

I afked the title of his tragedy, and he told me 
it was called the Count ds Saldagne, informing me 
at the fame time, that it would be reprefented in 
three days on the Prince's theatre. *' I wiih (an- 
fvvered I) that it may have a great run ; and I have 
fuch a good opinion of thy genius, as to hope it 
will." '.* I hope fo too (faid he) bat' there is no 
dependance upon fuch hope, fo un:ertain are au- 
thors of the event of a dramatic piece." At length, 
the firft day of its rcprefentation arrived ; and as 
1 could not go the play, being hindered by a com- 
miffion I had to perform for his Grace, all that I^ 
could do was to fend Scipio thither, that I might 
at lead know that very evening the fuccefs of a 
perforniance in which I interefted myfelf. After 
having waited with impatience, 1 faw him return 
with a look from which I conceived a bad omen. 
" Well, (faid I) how hath the County de Saldagne 
been received by the public ?" '* Very trueally, 
(anfwered he) never was piece more barbaroufly 
ufed. I came away incenfed at the infolence of 
the pit." " And I (Giid 1) am incenfed at the fu- 
ly of Nunnez in compofrng plays. ' Muit he not 

have 
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have loft his judgment entirely, to prefer the igno- 
ninious fhouts and hifles of an aud;ence, to the 
happy lot which I could have procured for him :" 
Thus thro' friendlhip did I inveigh again the A- 
fturian poet, and afflided myfelf at the liiisfortune 
of his piece, while he exulted in the event. 

Two days after, he adually came to my houfe 
in a tranfpoi t of joy. . " Santillane, (cried he) I am 
come to fhare with thee the extreme pleafure 
which I feel. In compofing a bad play, my friend, 
I have made my fortune. Thou knoweft the 
ft range reception which the Count de Saldagne met 
with ; ,all the fpedlators exclaimed againft him, as 
if for a wager, and to that general exclamation I 
owe my good fortune." • 

Aftonifhed to hear the poet Nunnez talk in that 
manner, ** How ! Fabricio, (faid I) is it poffible 
that the fall of thy tragedy can juftify this thy 
immoderate joy V\ " Yes, fure, (anfwered he) I 
told thee before, that Don Bertrand had inferted 
fome of his own cornpofition in my piece, which 
of confequence he thought excellent. He was 
violently piqued to find the fpedators of a differ- 
ent opinion, and this morning faid to me, " Nun- 
nez, ViSlrix caufa Diis placuit fed vi£ia Catoni : if 
the public is difpleafed with thy produftion, in re- 
compence, it pleafes me, and that is enough. To 
conlole thee for the bad tafte of the age, I will 
give thee two thoufand. crowns a year on my e- 
flate ; let us go inftantly to my notary, and have 
the deed drawn." We. went thither accordingly ; 
the treafuier has figned the deed, and paid me the 
lirft year advance. 

• I congratulated Fabricio on the unhappy fate of 
the CouTLt de Saldagne, fince it had turned out fo 
much to the^ author's' advantage. " Thou halt 
reafon (continued he) to comphment me on that , 

^ occafioH ; 
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occafion ; how happy am I in having been found- 
]y hifled ! If the public had been kind enough to 
lionour me with applaufe, what fervice fbould I 
have received from it? Nothing of confequence. 
I (hould have got but a very moderate fum for 
my labours, whereas its hifles have all of a fudden 
made me eafy for life. 



CHAP. XI. 

Santillane obtains an employment for Scipio^ who de- 
parts Jbr New Spain. 

MY fecretary could not without envy look up - 
on the unexpeded good fortune of the poet 
Nunnez, which was the fole fubjeft of his dif- 
courfe, during eight whole days. '^ 1 admire (faid 
he) the caprice of fortune, that fometimes delights 
in loading a deteftable author with wealth, while 
(he. leaves men of genius in mifery ; I wifti fhe 
would take it in her head to enrich me alfo in the 
fpace of one night." " That may very well hap^ 
pen, faid I, and much fooner than you imagine. 
Thou art here in her temple ; for I think we may 
call the prime minifter's houfe the temple of For- 
tune, where favours are often bellowed, which all 

of a fudden enrich thofe who obtain them." 

" That is true. Sir, anfwered he ; but they muft 
be waited for with patience." " Once more, Sci- 
pio, faid I, make yourfelf eafy ; perhaps you are 
on the point of having fome good poft," — A few 
days after, an opportunity adually offered of em- 
ploying him advantageoully in the fervice of the 
Count-Duke, and I did not let it eJcape. 

Difcourilng one morning with Don Raymond 
Caporis, fteward of the prime minifter, our con- 

VoL.1V. O ^ verf 
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Tcrfation turned upon his Excellency's revenues* 
** His Grace (faid he) enjoys the commanderies of 
all the military orders, which are worth forty 
thoufand crowns per annum, and he is obliged to 
wear the crofs of Alcantara only. Befides, bis 
three pofts of great <;hamberlain, matter of the horfc, 
and grand chancellor of the indies, bring in two 
hundred thoufand more ; and all that is nothing 
in comparifon to the immenfe fums which he draws 
from America. I will tell you how : when the 
King's fliips fets fail from Seville to Lifbon, for 
that country he embarks on board of then? wine, 
oil, and corn, which his eftate of 01ivai"ez- affords, 
and he pays no duty. He fells thefe commodities 
tn the Indies for four times the price which they 
would yield in Spain, then employs the money in 
purchafing fpices, colours, and other things, which 
are bought for almoft nothing in that new world, 
and ^afterwards are fold for a high rate in Europe. 
He has already got many millions by this traffic, 
v/ithout doing the leatt prejudice to the King- 
What will not furprifeyou (continued be) is, that 
the people employed in tranfading this commerce 
always return enriched, the Count allowing them 
to take care of their own fortune^ while they ma- 
nage his." 

Cofcolina's fon, who liilened to our difcourfe, 
could not hear Don Raymond talk thus, without 
interrupting him. " Zooks ! Signior Caporis, I 
ihould be glad to be one of thefe people, for 1 
have long wifbed to fee Mexico." '-' Your curi- 
ofity will foon be fatisfied (faid the fteward to him) 
if Signior de Santillane has no objedion to your 
defire. Tho' i am very nice in the choice of thofe 
whom I fend to the Indies on this employment, 
(for I chufe them all) I will, without hefitation, 
infert you in my regiiler, if your matter defires it." 
. " You 
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•^ You wHl oblige me in fo doing, (faid I to Don 
Raymond) pray give me that mark of your friend - 
fhip. Scipio is a young man whom I love; be- 
fides he has a great deal of underftanding, and will 
behave in an irreproachable manner. In a word> 
lean anfwer for him myfelf." 

" If that be the cafe, (refimied Caporis) let him 
repair immediately to Seville : the fliips will fail 
for the Indies in a month. He Ihall have a letter- 
from me at his departure, for a man who will give 
him all neceflary inftruclions to enrich himfelf, 
without prejudicing the interefts of his Excellen- 
cy, which mull ever be looked upon as facred." 

Scipio, charmed with his employment, made 
hade to fetout for Seville, with a thoufand crowns 
which I gave him, to buy wine and oil in Andalu- 
fia, and put him in a condition to trade in the In^ 
dies on his own bottom. Neverthelefs, glad as he 
was to make a voyage by which he hoped to pro- 
fit fo much, he could not leave rae without fli?(U 
ding tears, and I could not behold his departures- 
\SUth- iadifference. 



CHAP; XIL 



Den Alpbmfo de Leyva co7nes to Madrid ; the mo-- 
live of his journey. Gil Bias is ajjlidted at the 
caufe^ but rejoices at the co?iJeqiience of it. 

SCIPIO was fcarce gone when a pnge belonginp; 
to the miniller brought me a billet containing 
tnefe words; " IfSignior de Santillane will give 
himfelf the trouble to call at St Gabriel's head iu 
Toledo-llreet, he will there fee one of his beft 
Inends." ** Who can this anonymous friend be ? 
(laid 1 to myfelf) why does he conceal his nam^ ? 
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He wants, I fuppofe, to, give nie the pleafure of 
iurprize." I went out immediately to Toledo- 
Itreet, and going teethe appointed place, was not a 
little aftonillied to fee Don Alphonfo de Leyva. 
*' Are you here, my Lordl" cried I. " Yes, luy 
dear Gil Bias, (anfwered he, hugging me clofe in 
his arms) it is Don Alphonfo himfelf whom you 
fee." ** What brings you to Madrid ?" faid I. 
** I will both furprife and afflift you, (he replied) 
in telling the. caufe of my journey. 1 am depri- 
ved of the government of Valencia, and the prime 
minifter has ordered me to court, to give an ac- 
count of my condud." I remained a whole quar- 
ter of an hour mute and thunder-ftruck, then re- 
covering niyfelf, alked what he was accufed of. 
** I liuow nothing of- the matter, (anfwered he) 
but impute my difgrace to a vilit which Imade a- 
b'.uu ihr JO Alecks ':;go to the Cardinal Duke of 
L:-r:via, v»ho has been a monih confined to his ca- 
ftleofDenia." 

*• O ! truly, (faid I, interrupting him) you have 
reafon to attribute your misfortune to that indif- 
creet vifit ; you need fcek for the caufe of it no 
where elfe ; i?nd give me leave to fay, you did not 
confultyour ufual prudence, when you went to vi- 
iic tUe difgraced minifter.'* " The error is now 
committed (laid he) and I have taken my refolu- 
tion with a good grace. I will rctue with my fa- 
mily to thecaille of Ley va, where I will fpend the 
reft of my days in profound peace. All that gives 
me concei'n, is my being obliged to appear be- 
fore a haughty minifter, wlib may poflibly treat 
me uncivilly. A futEcient mortification to a Spa- 
niard! neverthelefs it muft be borne : but before 
1 would make this fubmiflion, I was willing to 
fpeak with you." 

^^ My i^ovd, (faid I) don't prefent yourfclf be- 

. fore 
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fore the minider, until I know what yourafeaccu' 
fed of; perhaps the evil is not without remedy- 
Be thai as it will, you mull allow me, if you pleafev 
to exert myfelf in your favour, as muqh as grati- 
tude and friendfhip require." So faying, I left 
him at the inn, alTuring him that he fliould hear 
from me foon^ 

As I had not meddled in ftate affairs fince the 
two memorials, of which ck)quent mention has 
been made, I went to Camero, and alked if it was 
true that the government of Valencia had been 
taken from Don Alphonfo dc Leyva? He anfwer- 
ed in the affirmative but faid he was ignorant of 
the caufe* Upon this, I formed a refolution, with- 
out hefitatiop, to addrfefs myfelf to his Grace, that 
I might learn from his own mouth what caufe he 
had to complain of Don Caefar's fon. 

I was fomuch penetrated with this troublefome 
event, that I had no occafion to affedl a. melan- 
choly look to appear afflidted in the ^yes of the^ 
Count-Duke. - '* What is .the matter, Santillane ? 
(faid he, as foon as he faw me) I perceive an im- 
preffion of forrow on thy countenance, and eveiv 
the tears ready to drop from thine eyes : Has any 
body injured thee ^ Speak, and thou Ihalt be re- 
venged." " My Lord, (anfwered I^ weeping, I 
would not conceal my forrow from you if I could r 
I am quite in defpair, being, told that Don Al- 
phonfo de Leyva is no longer governoi- of Valen- 
cia; for I could not have heard a piece of news^ 
that would afFedl me more." ^ What fay ell thou^ 
Gil Bias, (replied the minifter, aftoniftied) what 
concern canft thou have jwith that Don Alphonfo 
and his government?" I then gave him a detail of 
all the obligations 1 lay under tothe Lord^ of Ley- 
va i and afterwards recounted in what manner I . 
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hid obtained from the Duke of Lerma, the govern- 
ment in queftion for Don Caefar's fon. 

When his Excellency had heard me to an end, 
with an attention full of kindnefs for me, he faid, 
•' Dry up thy tears, my friend. I not only was ig- 
norant of what thou haft told me, but alfo own, 
that I looked upon Don Alphonfo as a creature of 
the Cardinal of Lerma : put thyfelf in my place ; 
would not the vifit 'vvhich he made to his Emi- 
nence make thee fufpeft him? I am willing to be- 
lieve, however, that having received bis employ- 
ment from the Cardinal, he took that ftep out (^ 
pure gratitude. .1 am fiMrry for having difplaced a 

. man who owed bis poQ: to thee ; but if I have de- 
ftroyed thy work, I can repair it. I will even do 
more for thee than the Duke of Lerma did : thy 
friend Don Alphonfo was no more than governor 
of the city of Valencia, and I will make him vice- 
roy of the kingdom of Arragon ; thou mayefl: go 
and inform him of this piece of news, and defire 
him to come and take the oaths." 

When I heard thefe words I pafled from the ex- 
tremity of grief to an excefs of joy, which difturb- 
ed my intelledts fa much, that my diforder appear- 
ed in the compliment of thanks, which I made to 

Ms Grace who was.qot, however, difpleafed at my 
confufion. But when I told him that Don Al- 
phonfo was already at Madrid, he faid I might in- 
troduce him that very day. I ran immediately to 
the St Gabriel, where Don Cjefar's (on was over- 
joyed to hear of his new employment; he could 
fcarce believe what I faid, fb improbable did it 
ifeem to him,, that the minifter, whatever frieruifhip 
he had for me, was capable of bellowing viceroy- 
alties on my recommendation. I condufted him 
ta the Count-Duke, who received him very po- 
litely, and told him, " He had behaved fo w^ell in- 

^ , hist 
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his government of the city of Valencia, that the 
King, thinking him qualified to fill a higher place, 
had napied him to the viceroyalty of Arragcn. 
Befides, (added he) tbatdignity is not above your 
birth, and the nobility of Arragcn cannot murmur 
at the choice of the court/' 

.His Excellency made no mention of me, and 
the public never knew the part which I acted in 
this affair : a circumftance that faved Don Al- 
phonfo and the minifter a great many fatirical re- 
marks, that people might have paflTed upon a vice- • 
roy of my making. 

As foon as Don Casfar's fon was certain of the 
place, he difpatched an exprefs to Valencia to in- 
form his father and Seraphina of his good fortune, 
and they foon came to Madrid : their firft care was 
to find me, and overwhelm me with thank«. What 
a moving and glorious fight was it for me to fee 
niyfelf embraced with eagernefs by the three per- 
fopsin the world whom- 1 loved moft ! As fenfible 
of my zeal and affeclion, as the honour which the 
poft of viceroy did to their family, their expref- 
lions of gratitude to me w^ere infinite; they even 
fpoke to me as to one of their own rank ; they 
feemed to have forgot that I was their fervant; 
and thought they could never enough manifell 
their friend fliip. To fupprels ufelefs circumitan- 
ces, Don Alphonfo having received bis letters pa- 
tent, thanked the King and his Miniller, and ha- 
ving taken the ufual oaths, fet out with his family 
from Madrid, to go and fix his abode at San:- 
goffa **, where he made his entrance with all poi- 
fible magnificence ; and the Arragonians iliewed 

* SaragolTi, formerly diefarea Augudn, an ancient chy 
upon the river £bro, capital of the kingdom of Arragon. »t 
has an archbifliop foverelgn council, and is the feat of an uri^ 
vci'iity and inq^uiutioa. 
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by their acclamations, that they were very well: 
pleafed with the viceroy whom I had fet over I 
them. 1 



CHAP. XIII. 

Gil Bias meets Don Gajion de CogoUos^ and Don 
Andrea de TordeJiUas, at the palace. The con- 
tJuJion of the /lory of Don Gq/ton and Donna He- 
lena de Galijleo. Santillane does an important 

• piece offervice tn Tordejtllas. 

I SWAM in joy for having fo luckily changed a 
difplaced governor into a viceroy: even the 
Lords of Ley va were lefs pleafed at it than I w^as. 
I foon had another opportunity of employing my 
credit for a friend ; which I think I fhould relate^ 
to perfuade the reader, that 1 was no longer the 
lame Gil Bias, who fold the favours of the court 
under the precieding riiiniftry. 

Being one day in the King's antichambcr dif- 
courfing with noblemen, who knowing my fitua- 
ticn with the prime minifter, did not difdain my 
converfation, 1 perceived in the crowd Don' Ga- 
llon de Cogollos, that Itate prifoner whom I had 
left in the to'.ver of Segovia ; and the keeper Don 
Andrea de Tordefillas along with him. 1 imiP-e- 
diately quitted my company to go and embrace 
thefe two friends, whom, if they were aftonifhed to 
fee me there, I w^as ftill more fo to meet in that 
place. After fome warm hugs on both fides, Don 
Gaftor! faid to me, " Signior de Santillane, we have 
a world of queftions to afk mutually, and this is 
not a convenient place, for that purpofe : allow 
me to condudt you to a houfe where Signior de 
Tordefillas and I will be glad to have a long con- 
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verfation with you/' I contented to this propofal ; 
we fqueezed through the crowd, and going out of 
the palace, found Don Gallon's coach waiting for 
us in the ftreet ; we went into it all three, and 
were driven to the great market-place where the 
bulUfights are performed, and there CogoUos hved 
in a very handfome houfe. *' Signior GU Bias, 
(faid Don Andrea, when we were fet in a hall mag- 
nificently furniOicd) at your departure from Se- 
govia you feemed to hate the court, and to be re- 
folved to move from it for ever." " That was ac- 
tually my defign (anfwered I) and fo long as the 
late king lived, I did not change my fentiments ; 
but when I underftood that the prince his fon was 
on the throne, I was willing to fee if the new mo- 
narch would kpow me again; he did recoiled; me, 
and I had the gocid fortune to be favourably recei- 
ved ; he himfelf recommended me to the prime 
miniHer, who has conceived a frienduiip for me, 
and with whom I am in ftill greater favour tlma 
ever 1 was with the Duke of Lerma. This, Sig- 
nior Don Andrea, is what I had to tell you. NoWj 
pray, let me know if you are* ftill keeper of the 
tower of Segovia ?" No, indeed; (he replied) the 
Count-Duke has put another in my plj\ce; in all 
probability, believing nie wholly devoted to his 
predeceflbr." *' And as for me, (faid Don Gallon) 
1 was fet at liberty for a quite contrary reafon. 
The prime minilter no fooner learned that 1 waa 
imprifoned at Segovia by the Duke of Lerma's. 
order, than he ordered me to be difcharged ; it 
now remains, Signior Gil Bias, to inform you of 
what has happened to me fince 1 .have been en- 
larged. 

*' Ihe firft thing I did, (continued he) after ha- 
ving thanked Don Andrea for his kindnefs to me 
(iunng my coniinement, was to repair to Madrid 

and 
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and prefent myfelf before the Count-Duke d'OK- J 
varez, who faid to me, *' Don't be afraid that the J 
misfortune which hath happened to you, will in 
the lead prejudice your reputation : you are now 
fully juftified : and I am the more convinced of 
your innocence, becaufe the Marquis of Villareal, 
whofe accomplice you were fufpedled to be, was 
not guilty ; for though he is a Portugueze, and e- 
ven related to the Duke of Braganza, he is not fa 
much in his interefts as in thofe of the King my 
matter. Your intimacy with that Marquis is- 
therefore no reproach upon you ; and in order to 
repair the injuftice which you fuffered in being ac- 
cufed of treafon, the King has beftowed upon you 
a lieutenantcy in the Spanifh guards/' 1 accept- 
ed the commiflion, begging that his Excellency 
would allow me, before 1 Ihould enter upon my 
duty to go to Coria and vifit my aunt Donna Ele- 
onpra de Laxarilla. The., miniller gave me leave 
for a month, and I fet out accompanied by one 
lacquey only. We had already pafled Colmenar, 
and were engaged in a hollow road between two- 
mountains, when we perceived a cavalier defend- 
ing himfelf valiantly againft three men, who at- 
tacked him altogether. I did not hefitate, but 
rode to his fuccour, and put myfelf on his fide. I 
obferved while we fought, that our enemies were 
mafked, and that we had to do with vigorous 
fwordfmen : however, in fpite of their ftrength and 
Ikil!, we remained conquerors ; for I pierced one 
of the three, who fell from his horfe, and the other 

two immediately betook themfelves to flight. 

The viclory, indeed, was not much le(s fatal to us 
than to the wretch whom I killed ; fince after the 
adlion, my ccjmpanion and I found ourlelves dan- 
peroufly wounded. But you may guefs what was 
njy furprile, when in this cavalier I recoUeded 

Combadoa 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GTL BLAS. 171 

Combados the hufband of Donna Helena I He was 
no lefs aftonifhed when he faw that I was his de- 
fender : *' Ah, Don Gallon ! (cried he) was it you 
then who came to my afliftance ! when you fo ge- 
neroufly efpoufed my caufe, you Uttle thought it 
was that of the man who deprived you of your mi- 
ftrefs/' " I was really ignorant of it, (anfwered I) 
but had I known you, do you imagine that I 
fliould have fcrupled to do what I have done ? Are 
you fo much miflaken in me as to think me fo 
bafe ?'* " No, no, (he replied) I have a better 
opinion of your virtue : and if I die of the wounds 
which I have received, I hope yours will not hin- 
der you from profiting by my death." " Comba- 
dos, (faid I) although I have not yet forgot Donna 
Helena, know, that I don't defire to enjoy her at 
the expence of your life : I am even glad of ha- 
ving contributed towards faving you from the 
fwords of three affaffins, fihce in that I have per- 
formed an adion agreeable to your wife." While 
we converfed in this manner, my lacquey alight- 
ed, and approaching the dead cavalier, took off* his 
jnaflc, and difcovered features which Combados 
immediately knew. "It is Caprara! (cried he) 
that perfidious coufin, who,^ut of fpite, for having 
been difappointed of a rich ^ftate which he unjuft- 
I7 difputed with me, has a long time cherilhed the 
defire of murdering me, and at length chofen this 
day to put it in execution ; but heaven hath per- 
niitted him to fall a victim to his own defign." 

Mean while, our blood flowed apace, and we 
grew weaker and weaker: neverthelefs, wounded 
^ we were, we had ftreiigth enough to go to the 
town of Villarejo, which was but two gun-lhots 
from the field of battle. We alightejj at the firft 
inn we came to, and fending for furgeons, one wa§ 
bought, who had the reputation of being very ex- 

^ • , pert 
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pert in his profeffion : he examined our wounds, 
which he found dangerous; then drefled them, and 
next day, after having taken off the dreflings, de- 
clared that the wounds of Don Bias were mortal ; 
he judged more favourably of mine, and his prog- 
nollics were fulfilled. 

Combados hearing his doom, thought of nothing 
but preparing for death : he likewife difpatched an 
exprefs to inform his wife of what had happened, 
and of his prefent melancholy fituation ; upon 
which Donna Helena fetting out immediately, 
foon arrived at Villarejo, her mind diilurbed with 
a difquiet which had two different caufcs : the dan- 
ger in which her hulband was, and the dread of 
feeling, at light of me, a flame which was but half 
extinguiflied, revive, create a terrible agitation in 

her bread ** Madam, (faid Don Bias, when fhc 

came into his prefence) you arrive time enough to 
receive my laft adieu : I am going to die, and I re- 
gard my death as the punilhment of heaven, for 
having, by a deceit, deprived you of Don Gafton. 
Far from murmuring at my fate, I exhort you to 
reftore to him the heart which I unjuftly feized." 
Donna Helena anfwered only by her tears ; and 
truly, it was the beft wiply Ihe could make, as ihc 
was not as yet fo much detached from me, as to 
forget the artifice which he had pradifed to make 
her break her vows. 

As the furgeon had prognofticated, Combados 
died of his wounds in lefs than three days, while 
mine iridicated a fpeedy cure. The young widow, 
who was wholly engroffed by the care of tranfport- 
ing her hufband's corpfe to Coria, in order to per- 
ibni} all the funeral honours which flie owed to his 
aflies, depart«d from Villarejo, after having enqui- 
red, through pure politenels, about my health. 
As foon as i could follow her, 1 fet out alio for Co- < 
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t*ia, wh em my recovery being completed, my aunt 
Dono^J3peonora and Don George de Galifteo re- 
folved thRt Helena and 1 Tnould be married forth- 
with, left fortune fhould again part ils, by fome 
unlucky accident. This marriage was celebrated 
in private, on account of the too recent death of 
Don Bias; and a few days after, I returned to 
Madrid with Donna Helena!. As I had exceeded 
the time jfrefcribed by the Count-Duke for my 
journey, I was afraid that he had given to another 
the lieutenantcy which he had promifed to me ; 
but he had not difpofed of it, and was fo good as 
to admit the excufes which I made for my delay. 

" I am now (continued GogoUds) lieutenant of 
the Spanifh guard, am pleafed with my employ- 
ment, and have contra(9;ed fome agreeable friends, 
with whom I live very happily." " I wifh I could ' 
fay as much, ci;ied Don Andrea ; but I am very 
farTrom being fatisfied with my condition; I have 
loft my poft, which was pretty advantageous ; and 
I have no friends who have credit enough to pro- 
cure me fuch another." " Pardon me, Signior Don 
Andrea, (faid I, fmiling) *you have in me a friend 
who is good for fomething. I have already faid 
that I am ftill better beloved hy the Count-Duke, 
than ever I was by the Duke of Lerma; and you 
have the afliirance to tell me, to my face, that you 
have not a friend who can procure a good poft for 
you. Have I not once before done you fuch a 
piece of fervice ? Remember tliat, by the intereft 
of the archbifhop of Grenada, I was the occafion 
of your being named to. exercife an employment 
at Mexico, where you would have made your for-' , 
tune, if love had not detained ypu in the city of 
Alicant; and I am at prefent more capable of fer- 
ving you, having the car of the prime minifter." 
" 1 truft wholly to you then, (replied Tordeiilias) 

Vol. iV. V ^_^. bur 
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but, (added he, fmiling in his turn) pray dorft 
fend me to New Spain ; I would not go thither, if 
I was to be made chief judge of Mexico." 

We were interrupted in this part of our conver- 
fation by Donna Helena, who came into the hall, 
and v.iiofe amiab'e perfon equalled the charming 
idea which 1 had formed of her beauty. *' Madam, 
(faid Cogollos to her) this is Signior de Santillanc, 
of whom you have heard me fpeak, and whofe a- 
greeable company .hath often fufpended my for- 
rows, ^^hiIe I was in prifon.*' "Yes, Madam, 
(faid I to Donna Helena) my converfation pleafed 

.him, becaufe you w^as always the fubjedl of it." 
Don George's daughter made a modeft reply to 
my compliment; after which I took my leave of 
this couple, protefting that I was raviflicd to find 
their long paffion w^aS at length crowned by a hap- 
py marriage. Then addrefling myfelf to Torde- 
iillas, 1 defired bim to give me his direftion, w^hich 
when I received, -** Without bidding you adieu, 
Don Andrea, (faid I) I hope in left than eight 
days, you will fee that I have power as well as 
friendlhip." My w^ords were foon verified; the 
very next day, the -Count-Duke furnilhed mc 

.with an occafion to oblige the keeper. " Santil- 
lane, (faid his Excellency) the place of governor 
of the royal prifon at Valladolid is vacant; it 
brings in more than three hundred piftoles per an- 
num, and I am refolved to beftow it upon thee." 
'* I would not have.it, my Lord, (anfwered I) Were 
it worth ten thoufand ducats yearly ; I renounce 
all pofts that I cannot enjoy, without removing 
from your Gra^e." " But, (refumed the miniilcr) 
thou mayeft very well enjoy this, without being 
bbhged to leave Madrid, except to, go fometimes 
tO'Valladolid to vifit the prifon." " You may fay 
what you pleaf(?^ I replied i I w^ill not accept of • 
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tfiat employment, but on condition that I flball be 
allowed to retign in favour of a brave gentleman,, 
called Don Andrea de Tordefilias,. formerly keep- 
er of the tower of Segovia; I fhould love to make 
him that prefent, as an acknowledgment for the 
l<ind treatment I received from him during my 
confinement "" 

The minifter laugliing at this difcourfe, faid, 
" I fee, Gil Bias, thou hail a mind to make a go- 
vernor of a royal prifon, -as thou haft macie a vice- 
roy. AVell; be it fo, my friend; I give to thee 
this vacant place for Tordelillus ; but tell me free- 
ly what advantage thou wilt rgap from it ; for I 
don't believe thee fool enough to employ thy cre- 
dit for nothing." '* My Lord, (anfwered I ought 
not a man to pay his debts ? Don Andrea, in the 
nioft dilinterefted manner, did, me all the fetvicc 
he could; ou^ht not I to requite his generofity :'* 
"You are become very dilinterefted. Mr Santii- 
lane, (faid his Excellency) I think you were not f > 
much under the laft minifter.** *' I own it, (lliid I) 
my morals were corrupted by bad example; as e- 
very thing was tlien put to fale, I conformed niy- 
felf to the fartiion; and as every thing is now gi- 
ven away, I have refumed my integrity." 

I procured, then, the government of the royal- 
prifon of Valladolid for Don Andrea, whom, in a 
little time, I fent to that city, as well fitisfied with 
his new fettlement, as I was with the opportunity 
of acquiting myfelf of the obligations 1 owed hrnu 
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- CHAP. XIV.. 

Srmtillmie vijtts the poet Nunnez ; on account of the 
per Ions wborn he fcund^ ^nd the difccurfe which 
^ he heard at his hd^in^s._ 

ONE afternoon I was feized with an inclination 
of viliting the Afturian poet, being curious 
to know how he was lodged. I w^ent accordingly 
to the houfe of Signior Don Bertrand Gomez de 
Ribero, and aikin^ for Nunnez ; " He does not 
live here : (faid the porter) but lodges there at 
pvefent, having hired the back-fide of the houfe." 

So faying, he pointed to a houfe in the neigh- 

bourhood, w^hilher I went, and after having crofferf 
a fniall court, entered into a naked hall, where I 
found my friend Fabricio ftill at table, with five 
or fi:; of his companions whom he treated that 
day. 

They had almofl: dined, and confequently were 
in a trim for difputing; but as foou as they, per- 
ceived me, their noify difcourfe fublided into pro- 
found filence. Nunnez got up with great eager- 
nefs to receive me, crying, *' Gentlemen, this isSig^ 
nior de'Santillane, who is fo good as to honour me 
with a vifit; pray join me, in paying your refpedls 
to the favourite of the prime minifter." At thefe 
words, srll the guefts got up to falute me ; and in 
favour of- the title which I had received, treated 
me with great civility and refpecL Although I 
was neither hungry nor thirfty, I could not excufe 
myfelf from fitting down at table with them^ and 
was even obliged to honour the toaft which they 
had propofed. 

As 1 in^agined tha^ my prefence w^as a check 
Vprn i^^ix convcrlation, *' Gentlemen, (faid 1) \ 

Digitized by GoOglC \\^\Q, 



GIL B LAS. ^rr 

IVave interrupted your difcourfe, pray, refume it^ 
or I will be gone." " Thefe gentlemen (faid Fa- 
bricio) were talking of the Iphigenia of Kiiripides^ 
The bachelor Melchior de Villegas, who is a* cri-- 
tic of the firll order, w^as afking Signior Don Ja- 
cinto de Romarata, what was the moft interefting^ 
circumftance of that tragedy/* ** Yes, (faid Don 
Jacinto) and I anfwered, that it was the danger of 
Iphigenia." ** And I, (faid the bachelor) replied, 
(and I am ready to demonffrate my affertion) that 
the danger is not the mod intcrefting part of the- 
lubjed." '* What is, then ?" (cried the old licen- 
tiate Gabriel de Leon/* " 'Tis the wind," faid 
the bachelor^ 

The whole company burft out into laughing at 
this repartee, which 1 could not believe ferious ; I 
thought that Melchior pronounced it with a view 
of enlivening the converfation : but I did not know 
this virtuofo, who was a man that did not all un- 
derftand raillery^ " Laugh as much as you pleafe^. 
gentlemen.; (replied he drily) I maintain that the 
wdnd alone ought to intereft, furprife, and move 
the fpedator : figure to yourfelves a numerous 
army alTembled to go and befiege Troy : conceive 
all the impatience of the chiefs and foldiers to e-x- 
ecute that enterpjife, that they may fpeedily re- 
turn into Greece, where they have left what is 
mod dear to them, their wives> children and 
tioufehold-gods : in the mean time^ a curfed con- 
trary wind detains them, at Aulis, ieems to nail 
them to the port, and if it doesnot change they can- 
not go and befiege the city of Priam :. it is the 
wind, therefore, which conftitutes the mod inte- 
refting point of that tragedy. 1 fliare with the 
Greeks, I efpbufe their caufe, my whole wifh is the 
departure of the fleet, and 1 fee with indifference 
the danger of Iphigenia, fince her death is the on- 
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]y rrcans of obtaining a favourable wind from the 
gods." 

Vill^gas had no fooner done fpeaking, than- 
the laugh was renewed at his expence. Nunnez 
was fo mifchievous as to fupport his opinion, that 
he might aflbrd more game to the raillers, who be* 
gan to pafs a great many jokes upon the wind; 
but the bachelor beholding thiem all with a phleg. 
matic, haughty look, treated them as ignorant and 
vulgar minds. I expeded every moment to fee 
them warm, and to, go to loggerheads, the ufual 
end of their diflertations : but I was baulked \a 
my expeftation ; they were contented with revi- 
ling one another, and withdrew when they had 
eaten and drank their fill. - 

When they were gone, I aflced Fabricio, why 
he did not live ftill with his treafurer ; and if he 
had quarrelled with him? " Quarrelled! anfwer- 
ed he, God forbid: I am more in favour than ever 
with Signior Don Bertrand, who has allowed me to 
lodge by myfelf ; I have, therefore, hir^d thefe 
lodgings to receive ray friends, and make merry 
with them in full liberty ; which is often the cafe: 
for thou knoweft that I am not of a humour to 
leave much wealth to my heirs ; and what is very 
happy for me, I am at prefent in a condition of en- 
joying parties of pleafure every day." " I am o- 
verjoyed to hear it^ my dear Nunnex, faid I, and I 
cannot help congratulating th|e again, upon the 
fuccefs of thy lail tragedy : the whole eight hun- 
dred dramatic pieces of the great Lope have not 
brought him one fourth of what thou hail got by 
thy Count de Saldagne. 
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CHAP. I. 



Gil Bias isfent to Tokdo by the inijiijler .^ the itiolvve 
and fuccefs of his journey. 

DURING a whole iponth almoft, his Grace 
had been faying to me every day, — '* San^ 
tillane, the time draws near when 1 Ihall fet thy 
addrefs'to work ; and Hill this time did not come. 
At length, however, it arrived ; and his ExccU 
lency fpoke to me in thefe words : *' It is reported 
that in the company of players belongingto Toledo, 
there is a young adlrefs whofe talents make a 
great noife : It is^ faid that fhe dances and iings 
divinely, and quite Captivates the fpeftators by 
her declamation. I am alTured alfo, that fhe has 
a coniiderable fhare of beauty. Such a geniu^ de- 
f^rves to appear at court. The Kmg loves plays, 
mufic, and dancing; and he mud not be deprived 
of the pleafure of feeing and hearing a perfon of 
fuch extraordinary merit. I have refolved, there- 
fore, to fend tUee to Toledo, to. judge by thyfelf. 
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^vhether or not fhc is adually fuch a wonderfut 
aftrefs. I will be governed by the imprellion fhe 
fliall malve upon thee, as I depend a great deal on 
thy difcernment." I anfwered, that I fhould give 
bis Grace a good account of that affair ; and pre- 
pared for my departure with ona lacquey only, 
whom I ordered to put off the minifter's livery,, 
that things might be done the more myfterioufly. 
And this was very much to his Excellency's tafte. 
I fet out then for Toledo, where, whea I arrived, 
1 alighted at an inn near the caflle. Scarce had I 
fet my foot to the ground, w^hcn the landlord ta- 
king me, doubtlefs, for fome country gentleman, 
faid to me, " Signior Cavalier, I fuppofe you are 
come to town to fee the auguft ceremony of the 
Auto da Fe *, which is to be performed to-mor- 
row." I anfwered in the affirmative, thinking it 
more prudent to let him believe that, than to give 
him an opportunity of queflioning me about my 
coming to Toledo. " You will fee (he refumed) 
o.ieof the fineft proceffions that ever happened: 
there are (I am told) i^ore than a hundred pri- 
foners,. among w^hich they reckon above ten who 
are to be burnt." 

Next morning, indeed, before fun rife,. I heard 
all the bells of the city tolling ; and this melan- 
choly found was to advertife the people, that they 
were going to begin the Auto da Fe. Curious to 
fee this folemnity, 1 put on my cloaths in a hurry, 
and repaired to the inquifition. All abng the 
ftreets through which the proceffion w^as to pafs, 
fcaffolds w^£re ereded, upon one of which I hired a 
place. In a little time I perceived the Domini- 
cans, who walked forexpoll, preceded by the ban- 
ners of the inquifition. Thele good fathers w^ere 
immediately followed by the wretched vidims 
*Tbe aa of. Faith. 
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which were to be lacrificed that day by the holy 
oiBce. Thefe miferable creatures walked one af* 
ter another with their heads and feet bare, each ha- 
ving a wax taper in his hand, and a godfathei'* 
by his fide. Some had large fcapularies of yellow 
ftufF, garnilhed with St Andrew's crofles painted 
red, and called Simbenito ; others wore CarohuSy 
which are high paper caps made in the fhape of a 
fugar-loaf, and covered with flames and diabolical 
figures. 

As I looked attentively at tliefe nnfortunate 
people, with a compaflion which I took care to 
conceal, that I might not fufFer for it, I thought I 
recoUefted,. among thofe who had their heads 
adorned with Corobas, the reverend father Hilary, 
5i^ his companion brother Ambrofe. They paf- 
fed fo near rne that I could not be miftaken^ 
" What do I fee! (faid I' to jnyfelf ; heaven, wea- 
ried with the diforderly lives of thefe wretches, 
hath delivered them at laft to'the juftice of th& 
inquifition ?" So faying, I felt myfelf feized with 
horror: 1 trembled front head to foot, and my fpi- 
rits were fo difordered^ that I had almoft fwooned.. 
The connexion which I once had with thefe 
I'ogues, the adventure of Xelva ; in Ihprt, all the 
circiamftances of my correfpondenqe with them, 
prefented themfelves that moment to my fancy: 
and"*l thought I could never be thankful enough to 
God, for having preferved me from the fcapulary 
and Carohas. • 

Wlien the ceremony was ended, I returned to 
the inn, trembling at, the dreadful fpedtacle which 
i had beheld J but thefe afflicting images which 
difturbed my imagination difperfed infepfibly :. 

People named by the iiiquifitor, to accompany the pn- 
l^oners iu the Auto da Fe, and obliged to be aul\verable for 
\hem. 
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and now, my whole fludy was to acquit myfelf 
handfomely of the commiffion entrufted to my 
care. I waited impatiently for play- time, that I 
might go to the theatre, judging that to be the 
mod proper beginning of my work : and as foon 
as the hgur came, I went thither, and fat down by 
a knight of Alcantara ; with whom, entering into 
converfation, " Signior (faid I to him) may a 
ftranger be fo bold as to allc you one queftion ?" 
'* Signior Cavahcr, anfwered he, very politely, I 
fljall think it an honour." " I have heard the 
acloi's of Toledo (I refumed) very much extolled: 
pray, have I been mifinformed ?'' '* Mo, (replied 
the kfiight) their company is not bad ; nay, there 
are great players among them. You will fee 
among others, the fair Lucretia, an aftrefs of four- 
teen years of age, who will furprifc you very much 
I fhaU have no occafion to point her out to you ; 
when flie appears, you will eafily diftinguifh het 
from the reft." I afked if fhe was to play that 
evening; and he told me (lie would: obferving at 
the fame time, that flie had a very Ihining part 
to ad in the piece which was going to be repre- 
fented. 

The play began; and two adrefles, who 
had negleded nothing which could contribute to- 
wards rendering them charming, appeared on the 
ilage : but,, in fpite oftheluftrc of their diamonds, 
I took neither the one nor the other. for her whom 
I expected. At Jength Lucretia walked forwards 
^rom the bottom of the ftage; and her appearance 
was faluted by a long and general clapping of 
hands. " Ah I there Ilie is, faid I to myfelf: what 
a noble air ! uhat grace I what fine eyes? O the 
divine creature! I was actually very well pleafcd,. 
or rather pailionately ftvuck with her perfon. On 
bearing her recite the fiill couplet, I found fhehad 
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mature, fire, and underttanding above her age ; and 
1 willingly joined my applaufe to that which flie 
received from the whole audience, during the per- 
formance, " Well, {faid the knight to me) yoju 
fee how Lucretia is carefled by the public." '| I * 
am not at all furprifed at it," (anfwered I) " You 
would be lefs fo ftiil, (faid he) if you had heard her 
fing. She is a perfeft fyren. Woe be to thofe 
wholiften ! Her dancing is no hfs formidable. 
Her fteps, as dangerous as her voice, charm the 
eye, and force the heaort to yield." " It that be 
the cafe, cried I, it muft|be owned flie is a prodig};^ 
What happy mortal has the plcafure of jruining 
himfelf for fuch an amiable creature ? 

" She has no declared lover, faid he, and even 
fcandal has not as yet involved her in any private 
intrigue. - Neverthclefs, (added he) this may foon 
be the cafe ; for Lucretia is under the conducl of 
her aunt Eftella, who is certainly the raoft expert 
of all the acarefles," At the name of Eftella, 1 in- 
terrupted the knight with precipitation, to afk if 
that Efleila was an adlrefs of the Toledo company. 
" She is one of the beft of them, faid he ; fhe has 
not a6led to-day, and we have fuffered by her ab- 
fence; flie ufually plays the part of a waiting- wo- 
man, which Ihe performs to admiration. Her 
aftion is full of fpirit ; perhaps too full ; but it is 
an 'agreeable fault, which ought to be forgiven.'* 
The knight told me wonders of this Eftella; and 
by the pidure he drew "of her perfon. I never 
doubted but that it was Laura, that fame Laura, 
•of whom,! have fpoke fo much ip my hiftory, and 
whonl t had left at Grenada. 

However, to be more certain ftill, after the 
play, I went behind the fcenes ; and cafting my 
eyes around, found her in the tyring-room, talking 
to fomc gentleman, who perhaps, regarded her 
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,only as the aunt of Lucretia. I advanced to falatfi 
Laura; but whether through whim, or in order tc 
punifh me for my precipitate departure from Gre- 
nada, Ihe pretended not to know me, and received 
my civiUties fo drily, that I was a little difconcert- 
ed. Inftead of upbraiding her in a laughing hu- 
mour, fca* her cold behaviour towards me, I was 
fool enough to be nettled at it ; I even retired ha- 
ftily, refolving , in ray paffion, to return next day 
to Madrid. ** To be revenged of Laura, (faid I 
to mylelf) her niece fliall not ha^ve the honour of 
spearing before the King ; for this purpofe I can 
give to the minifter fuch a defcription of Lucretia 
as I pi cafe ; I have no more to do, but to tell him 
that (he dances wuth a bad grace, that fhe has a 
fqueaking voice; and in (hort, that her charms con- 
fiil in her youth only. I am fure his Excellency, 
after that, will have no inclination- to bring her to 
court," 

Such was the vengeance I meditated againil 
Laura, for her^Dchaviour to me; but my refent- 
ment did not laft long ; next day, juft as I was a* 
bout to depart, a page entered my chamber, and 
faid, " Here is a letter for Signior de Santillane.*' 
'* 1 am the perfon, my child," anfwered I, taking 
the letter, which contained thefe words ; ** Forget 
the manner in which you was received laft night 
in the tyring room, and befo good as to follow the 
bearer." 1 immediately took the page for m/ 
conductor, who, when we were nearthe play-houfe, 
introduced me into a very handfome houfe, whers 
1 found Laura at her toilet, in a very genteel 
apartment. 

She got up to embrace me, faying, " Signiof 

Gil Bias, I Hnow that you have no caufe to be 

pleafed with the reception you met witii, when 

you came to falute me in our tyring-room ; an old 

^riend, like you, had a right to exped more civil 

treatment; 
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treatment ; but I muft tell you, for my excur^> 
thai I was then in a very bad humour. Wiie'^^ 
you appeared. I was quite engrofled by fom^ 
fcandalous difcourfe, which one of our gen- 
tlemen had uttered againfl my niece, whofe ho- 
nour is dearer to me than my own. Your fuddeti 
retreat (added flie) made me immediately recol- 
ieft myfelf ; and that moment I ordered ray page 
to follow you to your lodging, that I might to-day 
make amends for my fault." *' That is already 
done, my dear Laura, faid I : let us talk no more 
of that matter: let us rather inform one another 
of what has happened to us fince the unlucky 
day on which the dread of juft chaflifement madu 
me quit Greneda with great precipitation. I left 
you, you may remember, in pretty great perplex- 
ity : Pray, how did you extricate yourfelf i Had 
you not occafion for all your addrefs to appeafe 
your Portugueze lover?" " Not at all, replied 
I-aura : don't you know, that in fuch cafes the 
men are fo weak, that they fometimes even fpare 
the women the trouble to juftify theni- 
felves. I affirmed, continued flie, to the Marquis 
of Marialva, that thou waft my brother. Pardon 
me, MrSantillane, if 1 fpeak to you as familiarly 
as heretofore : but I can't get rid of my old ha- 
bits. I tell thee then, that I brazened it out ; 
** Don't you. fee (^faid I to the Portuguexe noble- 
man) that all this is the work of jcaloufy and rage? 
Narcifla, my comrade and rival, inceofed to fee 
me in quiet pofFeflion of a heart of which flie \yas 
baulked, has played me this trick : fhe has bribed 
the under candle-fnuffer, w^ho, as the miniiler of 
her refentment, has the impudence to fay, that he 
has feen me Arfenia's chamberbaid* Nothing 
can be more falfe : the widow of Don Antonio 
Coello always enter^ined too noble fentimeiits, 
Vol. IV. Q^ ' ^ , to 
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to lliimble herfelf fo low as to ferve an aftrefs. Be 
fides, what proves the falfity of the accufationt 
and the conlpiracy of my accufers, is the precipi- 
tate retreat of ray brother: if he was prefent, he 
might confound their flandcr : but Narcifla has, 
doubtlefs, employed fome new artifice to make 
him difappear/* Though thefe reafons (purfued 
Laura) made but an indifferent apology, the Mar- 
quis was fo good as to be fatisfied with it : and 
that good-natured nobleman continued to love me 
until the day of his departure from Grenada, an 
his return to Portugal. Indeed, he did not ftay 
long after thee ; and the wife of Zapata had the 
plcafure of feeing me lofe the lover of wliom I 
Lad deprived hen After that, I lived fome years 
at Grenada: then a divifion happening in our 
company, wKich is often the cafe, all the players 
feparated : fome went to Seville, others to Cor- 
dova ; and I came to Toledo, where I have been 
ten years, with my niece Lucretia, whom thou 
muft have fecnadllaft night, fincc thou wall.at 
the play/' 

I could not help laughing in this place ; and 
Laura afcing the caufe, ** Can*t you guefs, (faid I) 
you have neither brother nor fitter, and, of confe- 
quencc, cannot be Lucretia's aunt, Befides, when 
1 calculate the time which hath elapfed fince our 
laft feparation, and compare it with the age^of 
your niece, I cannot help thinking that you are 
more nearly related." 

** I underftand you, Mr Gil Bias, (replied Don 
Antonia's widow, reddening) what a chronologiil 
you are! it is impoffible to make you believe it. 
Well then, my friend, Lucretia is my daughter by 
the Marquis of Marialva ; flie is the fruit of our 
correfpondence ; I can no longer conceal it -from 
thee/* •* What a great effort you make, my prin- 
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ce6, faid I, in revealing that fecrct, after havin^r 
imparted to me your adventures with the fteward. 
of the hofpital of Zamora. I muft tell you, more- 
over^ Lucretia i« . a maid of fueh Angular merit»» 
that the public can never be thankful enough to 
you for having made fuch a prefent to it. It 
were to be wifhcd that al^ ypui^ comrades had done- 
thefame." ' ' 

If fome mifchievous reader, in this place, recol- 
lefting the private con verfations which I had witb 
taura at Greneda, while I was fecretairy to the* 
Marquis of Marialva, fufpc<as that I might have 
difputed with that nobleman the honour of being 
Lucretia*s father, it is^ a fufpicion, the injuftice of 
which I muft avow to jny fhame, I recounted 
my principal adventures to Laura, in my turn, and 
made her acquainted with my prefent fituation. 
She liftenened to my narration fo attentively, as 
to (hew that it was far from being indifferent to 
her : and when I had finifhed it, " Frie'nd Santil- 
lane, (faid flie), I find you adl a very confiderable 
part on the theatre of the world ; and you cannot 
imagine how much I am overjoyed at your good: 
fortune. When I fhall bring Lucretiii to Madrid, 
with an intention to intr^uce her into the 
Princess company, I flatter myfelf that ihe will 
find a powerful protedlor in Signior de Santil- 
lane." ** Never doubt that, (anfwcred I) yotb 
may depend upon me : I will procure your daugh- 
ter's admittance into the Prince's company when- 
ever you pleafe : this is what I can promlfe, with- 
out prefuming too much upon my power." " I 
would take you at your word, (replied Laura) and 
fct out for Madrid to-morrow, were I not rcftrided 
to this place, by engagements with our company." 
** An order from court can break thefe ties, (faid. 
I) and you fhall receive one in lefe thaa eight days. 
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i fhall be pleafed jn taking Lucretia from the To- 
Jedians : fuch an handfome adrefs is deftined for 
courtiers, and properly belongs to us. 

Lucretia entered the room, juft as I had pro- 
nounced thefe words : and feemcd fo pretty and 
engaging, that I took her for the goddefs Hebe. 
She had juft rifen; and her natural beauty fliining 
without the help of art, prefented a ravifhing ob- 
je<ft to my view. " Come, niece, (faid her mother 
to her) come and thank this gentleman for his 
friendfhip: he is an old acquaintance of mine, who 
has great intereft at court, and intends to introduce 
us both into the Prince's company. Thefe words 
feemed to give pleafurc to the dear girl, who made 
me a low curtfey ; and faid, with an inchan ting f mile, 
** 1 moft humbly thank you for your obliging in- 
tention; but in taking me from the people by 
whom I am beloved, are you fure that 1 fhall 
pleafe the audience at Madrid? 1 fliall, perhaps, 
lofe by the change, I remember to have heard my 
aunt fay, that fhe has feen aftors carefled in one 
place, and biffed in another ; and this gives me 
fome concern : beware of expofing me to the con- 
tempt, and youifelf to the reproaches of the court.*' 
" Fair Lucretia, (anfwered I) neither you nor I 
have reafop to be apprehenfi ve of that : 1 rather 
fear, that by inflammg all that behold you, you 
will create fome niifunderflanding among our 
grandees." *' The fear of my niece, faid Laura, is 
better founded than your$: but I hope they are 
both vain : if Lucretia cannot make a noife by her 
charms, in recompence (he is no contemptible 
adrefs/* 

Our converfation lafted fome time longer ; and 
1 had reafon to conclude, from every thing which 
Lucretia faid, that fhc was a maid of a fu^erior ge- 
luus. 1 then took my leave of the two ladies, alTu- 
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ring them, that they (hould foon haye an order 
froia couiJt'to repair to Madrid. 



CHAP. IL 

Santillane giver an account of bis commiffion to /5r 
minifter, who employs him to bring Lt/cretia ta^ 
Madrid.. Tb^ arrival of that a£ire/s, andberaj)^- 
pearance at covrt. 

AT my return to Madrid, T found the Counts 
Duke very impatient to know the fuccefs of 
my journey. " Gil Bias, faid he, haft thou feen this 
feme adrefs? Is flie worth bringing to court?'*' 
** My Lord, I rephcd, fame, which ufually praifes> 
beauties more than they deferve, has not faid e- 
nough in commendation of young Lucretia; ftie 
if an admirable creature, both as to her perfon and 
talents." " Is it poflible ! (cried the minifter, with- 
an interior fatisfadlion which I read in his eyes, and 
which made me believe that he had fent me to^ 
Toledo on his own account) is it poflible that Ihe 
can be fo amiable ?" "When you have feen her,, 
anfwered I, you will own, that no eulogium can do> 
juftice to her charms.** " Santillane, faid his ex- 
cellency, give me a faithful relation of thy jour- 
ney? I ftiall be very glad to hean it," To fatisfy 
my mafter, I then recounted all, even the hiftory 
of Laura inclufively. I told him, that this adlrefs 
had Lucretia by the Marquis of Marialva, a Pdr- 
tugueze noblemajn, who, flopping at Grenada on 
his travels, fell in love with her. In (hort, when L 
had recounted to his Grace every thing that hap- 
pened between the two aftrefles and me, he faid, 
**1 am overjoyed to hear that Lucretia is the 
daughter of a man of quality; that circumftance 
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interefts me flill more in her behalf; (he muft be 
brcught to town, Eut^ (added he) continue as thou 
haft begun; let not me appear in it; every thing 
muft pafs in the name of Gil Bias de Santillane." 

-I went and told Carnero, that his Excellency 
deli red him to expedite an order, by which the 
King received into his company Eftella and Lu- 
cretia two aftrefles of Toledo. "Aha! Signior de 
Santillane, (faid Carnero^ with a fatirical fmile, 
yes, you fliall be ferved immediately, fince, in all 
appearailce, you intereft yourfelf for thefe two la- 
dies." At the fame time, he wrote an order with 
his own hand, and delivered it to me to be expe- 
dited ; fo that 1 fent it inflantly to Eftella by the 
fame lacquey who had attended me to Toledo. 
Eight days after, the mother and daughter arri- 
ving at Madrid, took lodgings hard by the Prin- 
ce's company, and their firft care was to give me 
notice of it by a billet. 1 vifited them immediate- 
ly, where, after a thoufand offers of fervice on my 
fide, and as many acknowledgments on theirs, I 
left them to prepare ibr their firft public appear- 
ance, which I wiflied might be brilliant and fuc- 
■^cefsful 

They advertifed themfelves as two new aftref- 
fes, whom the Prince's company had received by 
an order from court; arid they began with a co- 
medy which they had often adled at Toledo with 
applaufc. In what part of the world are new fights 
diiiegarded? TJie play-houfe was that day filled 
with an extraordinary concourfe of fpeftators; and 
you may well imagine, that I did not fail to be 
there. IJuflTered a little before the piece began; 
and prepoffeflTed as I was in favour of the talents 
both of mother and daughter, I trembled for them, 
fo much was I interefted in their fuccc'fs. But 
icarce had they opened their mouths, when my 
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fear was tanifhcd by the r^pplaufe which they re- 
ceived. Eftella was looked upon as a.confumniate 
comic adrefs, and Lucretia as a prodigy in tender 
parts* This laft captivated all hearts. Some ad- 
mired the beauty of her eyes, others were touched 
by the fweetnefs of her voice; and every body, 
ftruck with the graces and brilliancy of her 
youth, went away enchanted by her appearance. 

The Count-Duke being more interefted than I 
imagined in the firft effay of this adirefs, was at the 
play that evening; and I faw him go out about 
the end of the performance, feemingly very well 
fatisfied with our two new players* Curious to 
know if he was really affeded with their fuccefs, I 
followed him home, and going into his clofet juft 
after him, ** Weil, my Lord, (faid 1) is your Ex- 
cellency fatisfied with young Marialva?" "My 
Excellency, (anfwered he fmiiing) would be very 
nice indeed, if 1 refufed to join my vote to that of 
the public. Yes, child, I am charmed with thy 
Lucretia; and I don't doubt that the King will be 
pleafed when he fees hen 



C H A. P. nL 

Lucretia makes a great noife at courts and aits be* 
fore the King^ who falls in tove with her. The 
confequence ofhispajfioru 

THE appearance of two new adrefles foon 
made a noife at court; the very next day it 
was fpoke of at the King's levee. Some noblemen 
extolled young Lucretia in particular^ and drew 
fuch a beautiful pidlure of her, that the Monarch 
was ftruck with it; but difTembling the impref- 

fion which their difcourfes made upw his heart, 

oogle jj. 
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he feefned to take no notice of what they faid. 
Neverthelefs, as foon as he found himfelf alone 
with the Count-Duke, he alked who this adrefe 
was, whom they praifed fo much. The minifter 
anfwered, that fhe was a young -player of Fole !o, 
who had made her firft appearance the preceding 
night with great fuccefs. She is called Lucretia, 
added he, a name very fuitable to people of her 
profeffion. She is an acquaintance of Santillane's^ 
who fpoke fo much in her favour, that I thought 
proper to receive her into your majefty's company. 

The King fmiled when he heard my name men- 
tioned, becaufe he remembered perhaps at that 
moment, that it was. I who had made him ac- 
quainted with Catalina, and forefaw that I fhould 
do him the fame fervice on this occafion. " Count, 
faid he to the minifter, I will go to-morrow and fee 
this Lucretia ad. Take care to advertife her of 
my intention. 

The Count-Duke having repeated thisconverfa^ 
tion to me, and informed me of the King's defign» 
fent me to impart it to our two acflrefres. "I come 
(faid I to Laura, who was the firft I met) to tell 
you a piece of great news ; you wiB to-morrow 
have among your fpedators the fovereign of this 
monarchy; this is what 1 am ordered by the mi- 
nifter to acquaint you with. I don't doubt that 
your daughter and you will do your utmoft to de- 
ferve the honour which the King intends you ; but 
I advife you to chufe a piece in whjich there is both 
dancing and mufic, that he may admire all the 
talents of LuCretia together." *' We will take 
your advice, (replied Laura) and do all in our 
power to amufe the Prince// He cannot fail of 
being pleafed, (faid I, feeing Lucretia come in in 
a difhabile, which gave her more charms than the 
moft fuperb thearical drefs.) He will be fo much 
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the Ttiore fatisfied with your lovely niece, as he 
loves tinging and dancing above all other enter- 
tainments; who knows but he may be tempted 
to throw the handkerchief at her ? *' I don't at all 
wiih (replied Laura) that he may have any fuch 
temptation; notwithftanding his being a power- 
ful monarch, he might find obftacles to the ac- 
compfiihment of his defires. Lucretia is virtuous, 
the* bred behind the fcenes : and whatever plea- 
fure fhe may feel in feemg herfelf applauded on 
the ftage, flic would much rather pafs for a modeft 
girl tttan for a good aSrels.** 

" Why fliould my aunt (faid young Manalva^ 
joining in the convcrfation) form fuch chimeras to 
fight with ? 1 fliall never be obUged to repulfe tlic 
fighs of the King ; the dehcacy of his tafte will 
fave him from the reproaches he would deferve, if 
he could humble his attention to me." *' But, 
charming Lucretia, (faid 1) fliould it happen that 
the Prince would attach himfelf to you, and choofe 
you for his miftrefe would you be fo cruel as to let 
him languifli in your chains, like an ordinary lo- 
ver ?'* " Why not ? arifwered file. Yes, doubt- 
lefs : and tho* virtue were out of the queftion, my 
vanity would exult much more in refitting than in 
yielding to his paflion." I was not a little aftonifli- 
ed to hear a pupil of Laura talk in this manner ; 
and left the ladies, praifing the lall for having be- 
ftowed fuch good education on the other. 

Next day, the King, impatient to fee Lucretia, 
went to the play. They a£ted a performance mix- 
ed with fongs and dances, in which our young ac« 
trefs Ihone very much. From the beginning to 
the end, I kept itiy eyes fixed on the monarch, 
and in his looks endeavoured to read his thoughts; 
but he baffled xtiy penetration, by an air of gravis 
ty which all along he afieded to preferve. I did 
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not learn tHlnext day what I was fo curious to know; 
•* Santillane, (faid the miniftcr to me) I have juft * 
left the King, who has fpoken to me of Lucretia 
with fo much vivacity, that 1 am convinced he is 
captivated by that young player ; and as 1 told him 
that thou waft the occafion of bringing her from 
Toledo, he faid he Ihould be glad to talk with thee 
in private on that fubjed. Go inftantly and pre- 
fcnt thyfelf at his chamber door, where there is ai> 
order ? Iready given to ^admit thee. Run, there- 
fore, and bring me b^ck as foon as poifible an ac- 
count of the convcrfetion.** • ^ 

I flew inftantly to the palace, where I found the 
Bang alone, walking very faft in expedation of my 
coming, and feemingly very much perplexed. Tie 
put feveral queftions to me about Lucretia, whofc 
hiftory he obliged me to recount. He then aiked 
if the httle gentlewoman had never been epgaged 
in any intrigue. I boldly afiured him that fhe had 
not, tiio' tbefe forts of a£urances are a httle rafh, 
and the Prince feemed very glad to hear it, " If 
that be the cafe, faid he, I choofe thee for my a- 
gent with Lucretia; and defire, that by thy means 
Ihe may this evening learn her vidory. Go, fignify 
her conqueft from me, added he, putting into my 
hand a diamond necklace worth forty thoufand 
crowns; and tell her that 1 detire Ihe will accept 
of that prefent, imtil I give her more folid maik8> 
of rhy affedtion." 

Before I performed this commiffion, I went back 
to the Count-Duke, and made a faithful report o£ 
what the King had faid : with this I imagined the 
minifter would be more afflifted than rejoiced ; for 
1 believed, as 1 have already oUTerved, that he him- 
felf had amorous views upon Lucretia, and would 
be cliagrined to hear that his mafter was become, 
his rival -, but 1 was miftakeo. Tar from feeming 

mortified 
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mdrtified at the jnews, it gave hirA fo much joy, 
that, being unable to contain it, fome wcMrds efca- 
ped him which di4 not fall to the ground. " Aha! 
Philip, cried he, egad, I hare you faft. For once 
you will be fick ofbufinefs." This apoftrophe dif- 
clofed the whole contrivance of the Count-Duke. 
I now perceived, that the minifter being afraid of 
the King's applying himfelf to ferious affairs, en- 
deavoured to amufe him with pleafures more fuit- 
ai>le to his humour. <^ Santillane, faid he after- 
wards, lofe no time ; make hafte ; my fnend, to 
go and execute the important order which thou 
haft received, and which a great many noblemen at 
court would glory in performing. Confider, faid 
he, that thou haft here no Count de Lemos to de- 
prive thee of. one half of the honour acquired in 
this fervice. Thou wilt have it entirely to thyfelf, 
and, moreover enjoy all the fruits of it.'* 

Thus did his Excellency gild the pill, which I 
fwallowed down gently, tho* not without tafting 
the bitternefs of it : for, fince my imprifonment, I 
had been ufed to look upon things in a moral point 
of view, and did not think the poll of Mercury in 
chief quite fo honourable as it was called. Howe- 
ver, though I was not vicious enough to perform it 
without remorfe, I had not virtue futficient to make 
me refiife the employment. I therefore obeyed 
the King the more willingly, als I faw at the fame 
time that my compliance would be agreeable to 
the minifter, whom it was my fole ftudy to pleafe. 
I thought proper to addrefs myfelf at firft to L»aura, 
to whom in a private converfation I difclofed my 
miffion in a difcreet manner; and, towards the end 
of the difcourfe prefented the jewels ; at fight of 
which, the lady being unable to conceal her joy, 
gave a loofe to it. Signior GilBlas,. cried ftie, I 
ought not to conftrain myfelf before my oldeft and 
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bed fricnH. I (hould be to blame in affe£ling a 
falfe feverity of morals, and making grimaces with 
yoiu Yes, you need not doubt it, continued flie, I 
am overjoyed that my daughter has made fuch a 
precious conqueft, all the advantages of which I 
comprehend; but, between you and me,:l am a- 
fraid that Lucretia will look upon them with a dif- 
ferent eye : for though a young^ aftrefs, fhe is fo 
careful of her chaftity, that fhe has already rejed- 
ed the addreffes of two young noblemen both a- 
miable and rich. You may fay indeed, that thofc 
were not Kings. True; and in all probability the. 
paflion of a crowned head will (hake the virtue of 
Lucretia, Nevertbelefs, I muft tell you, that the 
thing is uncertain, and I declare that 1 will never 
force the inclinations of my daughter. If, far from 
thinking herfelf hqnoured by the traniient affec- 
tion of the King, fhe (hall regard that honour as 
infamous, let not that great prince be difobiiged, 
if Ihe fliall conceal herfelf from him. Return to 
morrow, added (he, and then I will tell you, whe- 
ther you muft carry back to him a favoumble an- 
fwer, or his jewels. 

. I did not at all doubt that Laura would exhort 
Lucretia to fwerve from her duty, rather than re- 
main in it, and I depended a good deal on that ex- 
hortation. Nevertbelefs, I learned with much fu|- 
prife ne^^t day, that Laura had as much diificulty 
in fwaying her daughter to vice, as other mothers 
have, to' form theirs to virtue; and, which is ftill 
more furprifing Lucretia, after having granted 
fome private interviews to the monarch, felt fo 
much xemorfe for having yielded to his delircs, 
that (he quitted the world all of a fudden, and (hut 
Ijerfelf up in the monaft;ery of the Incarnation, 
where fhe foon fell fick and died of grief." Laura 
being inconfolable for th^ lo(s of her daughter, .1 

Pr^oai^ whofe 
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whofe death fhe upbraided herfdf ^j^ith, retired in- 
to the convent of the Female Penitents, there to 
inoujm the pleafures of her yoiHh. The King was 
afFeded by the unexpected -retreat of Lucretia; 
but being of a humour ?iot to be long aflSidled at 
any thing; confolcd bimfelf by degrees for this e- 
vent. As for the Count- Duke^ altho' he did not 
fcem" very much touched at this incident, it did 
not fail to give him ^ great deal of mortification j 
^idthis the T^der will eafily believe* 



CHAP. IV. 

Santiffane is inve/ied by the nmijier wUh d new 
emphymenU 

I WAS alfo fenfibly afTedcd by the misfortune 
of Lucretia, and felt fuch remoife for having 
contributed to it, that looking upon myfelf as an 
infamous wretch, in f^te of the quality of the lo- 
ver whofc paffion I had ferved, I refolved to aban^ 
don the Caduceus for ever. I even exprefled to 
the minifter the reludlance I had to bear it, and 
begged he would employ me in fomething elfe 
*• Santillane, (faid he) I am charmed with thy de- 
licacy ; and fince thou art a man of fuch honour, 
will give thee an occupation more fuitable to thy 
virtue. This it is; liftcn attentively to what I ^m 
going to impartv 

" Some years before I was in favour (continued 
he) chance one day prefented to my view a lady 
fo handfome and well made, that I ordered her to 
be followed^ I learned that Ihe was a Gcioefe, 
called Donna Margarita Spinola, who lived at Ma- 
drid oii the revenue of her beauty,^ and l^at 

VowIV, »• JDOO^ 
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Don Francifo de Valeafar, * an alcade of the court, 
a rich old married man, fpent a great deal of mo* 
ney upon the coquette. This report, which 
ought to have infpired me with contempt for hei:, 
made me conceive a violent defire of fharing her 
favours with Valeafar ; and to fatisfy it, I had re- 
courfe to a female go-between, who had the ad- 
drefs in a little time to procure fot me a private in- 
' terview with the Genoefe ; and that was followed 
J)y many more, fo that my rival and I were equal- 
ly well treated for our prefents. Perhaps, too, fbc 
.had other gallants as happy as we were. 

" Be that as it will, Margarita in receiving fuch 
confufed homage infenfibly became pregnant, and 
brought forth a fon, the bonourctf ^hom ihe be- 
llowed on eachof hei* lovers in particular; but not 
-one of them being in cotifcience able to boaft hira- 
felf the fether of that child, it was difowned ^ 
them all; :fo that the Genoefe was obliged to 
maintain it with the ftuit of hei^ intrigues ^ this (he 
did for eighteen year§, at the end of which term 
dying, flie has left her fon without fortune, and, 
which is worfe, without education. 

*> This (purfued his Grace) is'the fecret 1 bad tQ 
hnpart, and Lwill Jiow inform thee of the great de- 
sign which I.have^projeiaed. I will bring this un- 
^rtunate child from ^^ohfcurity, and * making him 
pafs from one extreme to^nother, raife him to ho- 
nours, and own him fo3r my ifon:** 

At this extravagant proje^, it was impoffibte 
forme to h^pld my tongue, **How! my Lord, 

♦ Donna Francifco Valeafar anally rtiamed this lady when 
(be was. big with child, sod ado^d the b<^y lyhom h^ educa- 
ted And acknowledged as his o^vn ^o, duting the fpsce of 52 
years ^ at the expiration of which Hit Count-Duke findiog 
himfelf without iieirii male, had brm legitrmated and created 
-Marquis of Mayenxa, • 
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(cried I) can your Excellency have taken fuch a 
ilrange refolution? Pardon me for ufing that term^ 
which hath efcaped my zeal.'* " Thou wilt find it 
is v^ry prudent, (he replied with precipitation) 
when I have told thee the reafons that.have deter- 
mined me to take it. I don't defire that my col-- 
laterals Ihould be my heirs. Thou wilt fay, that I 
am not as yet at fuch an advanced age, as to make 
me defpair of having children by my lady Oli- 
varez. But every one knows himfelf beft. Let it: 
fuffice to tell thee, that there is no fecret in chi- 
meilry which 1 have not tried in vain to become 
a father. Therefore, fince fortune, fupplying the 
defeft of nature, prefents a child to tne, whofe true 
father perhaps I am, I am refolved' to adopt him." 
When I faw the minifter bent on. this adoption, I 
ceafed to oppofe it, knowing him to be a ^mBn ca-* 
pable of committing a foolilh adlion. rather than, 
fwcrve from his own opinion. " The fole bufinefs 
now (added he) is to beftow education upon Don^ , 
Henry Philip de Guzman, for this name I intend 
he flidU bear, until he fhali be in a condition to 
pofTefs the dignities that await him. Thou, my 
dear Santiilane, art the parfon whom I choofe to - 
be his tutor. I confide in thy underttanding and . 
attachment to me for thy car£ in. regulating his ^ 
family, in giving him all forts of mailers; in a 
word, of making him an accomplilhed. cavalier." ' 
I would have refufed this employment, reprefent- 
ing to the Count-Duke, that Twus very ill quali- 
fied to educate young noblemen, . having nevqr 
practifed that buiinefs, which required more know- - 
ledge and merit than I poffefled. But he inter- 
rupted me, and fliut my mouthy by faying, " That 
he was abfolutely refolved to make me governor to 
this adopted fon, whom he deilined tor the firll of- 
fiices of the monarchy." Upiepared myfelf there- 
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fore to fill this place, for the fatisfadioa of his 
Grace, who, to reward roy compliance, increafed 
iny fmall revenue with a penfion of a thou£and 
crowns, which he procured, or rather gave me, on 
the commandery of Maiinlra. 



CHAP. V. 



The Jon of the Genoefe lady is owned by an authentic 
hciy and called Don Henry Philip de Guzman. 
-^ Satitillane forms the family of that young noble* 
man^ and hires all forts ofma/lersfor bim. 

THE Count-Duke in a little time adually 
owned the fon of Donna Margarita Spinola, 
the deed was executed with the confent aad 
inclination of Uie. Kin^. Don Henry Philip dc 
Guznian, for that was the name given to this child 
of many fathers, was declared fole heir of the 
Count d'Olivarex, and of the duchy of San Lucar. 
The minifter, that nobody might be ignorant of 
this event, ordered Carnero to communicate the 
declaration to the ambafladors and grandees of 
i^'pain, who were not a little furprifed at his con- 
dud. The wits pf Madrid had a fund of mirth 
from it a long time, and the fatirical poets did not 
negleft fuch a fair occafion of fhedding the gall of 
their pens* 

When I aflced where this gentleman was, whom 
his Grace intended to intruft to my care; " He is 
in this city, (he replied) under the djreiSion of an 
aunt, from whom I will take liim, as foon as .thou 
(halt have prepared a houfe for him." This was 
foon performed, I took a houfe, which I caufed to 
be magnificently furniftied ; hired pages, a porter 
and footmen ; and, wffh the affiftance of Capons, 
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filled Up the places of his officers. When I had 
eompleted his attendance, I went and advertifed 
liis Excellency, who immediately fent for his equi- 
vocal heir and new fhopt from the trunk of the 
Guzmans, and 1 found him a tall young fellow, of 
an agreeable per fon., '* Don Henry, (faid his 
Grace to him, pointing with his finger to me) this- 
gentleman is the guide whom I have chofen tq ^ 
eondud: you in the career of life. I have- the 
greateft confidence in him, :and give him an^abfo- 
lute power over you. Yes, Santilfane, (Aiid he, . 
tajrning tome) I abandon him entirely to your 
eare, and don't doubt that you wll give a good 
account of him." To this difcourfe the minifter 
joined others, exhorting the young man to.fubmit 
to my. dire<aions;. after which .1 conduced Don 
Henry to his houfe, where, wh^en we arrived, I. 
Blade all his domeftics pafs in .review before him, , 
fignifying the c^ce-of each*, Hedid notfeera 
confounded at the. change of his condition ; and'^ 
accommodating himfelf to the..deference and otfi- 
cious refped that wasfhewn to him, he feemed to 
have .been always that which he was now become 
hy chance. . He did not \^ant capacity, but was 
wholly illiterate, being fcarce able to read or write. 
IJurnifhed him with a. preceptor to teach him the 
elements of the Latin tongue, and, hiied for him 
mafters of geography, hiftory, and fencing. You 
may well believe that I did not forget $r dancing . 
maftcr: I; was only embarrafled in . the choice ; . 
for ot that time there was a great number famous . 
in that pEofeffion at Madrid,^ and I did- not' know 
to whom I ought to give the preference. While I 
was In this perplexity^ a man richly drefled came 
into the court, and I being told that he wanted to 
(peak with me, went to him, imagining that he was 
atleaft a knight o(JSt Jago or Alcaiuara. When! 
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afked his commands, "Sigiiiorde Santillane, (anfwer- 
cd he, after having made fe vera! bows, whicbfmelled 
ftrongly of his profeffion) underftanding that your 
wqrfllip is the perfon who chufes mafters for Sig- 
nior Don Henry, I am come to offer my fervice ; 
my name is Martin Ligero, and I have, thank 
heaven, fome reputation. It is not iny cuftom to 
come and folicit for fcholars ; that is the province 
of little obfcure dancing- mafters. 1 ufually wait 
until 1 am fent for ; but as I have taught the Duke 
dt Medina Sidonia, Don Lewis de Haro, and foole 
other noblemen of the family of Guzman^ to which 
I am as it were a fervant bon>, I thought it my 
duty to anticipate your meffage."" ** I* find by your 
difcourfe (faid 1) ihat yoa are the maa w^e want« 
How much do you take per nK)nth ?" " Fourdou- 
bic piftoles, (anfwercd he) is the current price, and 
I give but two kflbns. pec week.*' ** Four dou- 
bloons a. month t: (cried' I)^ that is a great deal" 
** How I: a great deai ^ (replied be, with aa air of 
aftoni(hment),you would give a piftole a: month to. 
a matter of philofophy .'*' 

There vva§ no relifting fuch^a pteafant reply, at 
which I laughed heartily^ and alked Signior Lige* 
ro, if he really thought a nyan of his profeffion pre* 
lerable to a m^jfter of philofophy. •*^DoubtIe(s? 
(faid he)^we are of much gteater ufe tfaan thofe 
gentlemen. What is a man before he has paffed 
through pur hand^? What bu^an ill-licked cub? 
init our leffons mould him by little and little into a 
due form. In a word, we teach l^im to movt 
gracefully, giving him attitudesand air$ of dignity 
,and importance.'* 

I yielded to the arguments of this d^ncing-ma^ 
fter, whom I hired for Don Henry, at the rate of 
four double piftoles a month, fince th?it wa^thff 
price of great mafters of his art« 
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CHAP. VL 

Scipio returning from New Spain^ Gil Bias fettles 
, bim in the fervice of Don Henry. The ftudies of 
that young nobleman^ with the honours which were 
conferred upon him, and an account of the lady to 
iufbom be was married. Gil Bias becomes noble i.% 
fpiteofhimfelf 

IHA.D not as yet completed the half of Don 
Henry's family, when Scipio returned fron 
Mexico. I afkeihim if be wasfluisfied with his 
voyage, and he anfwered, ** I have reafon to be fo; 
fince, with three thqufand ducats in fpecie I have 
Wought over twice as much in merchandize of the 
eonfuxiiption of this country." *' I congratulate 
thee, my child, (I replied^) Thy fortune is aow 
.begun; and it is in thy power to complete Jt, by 
returning to the Indies next year; or it thou pre- 
ferreft an agreeable poft at Madrid, to the trouble 
of going fo far to amaCs wealth, thou haft nothing 
to do but to fpeak, I have one at thy fervice.^' 
^£gud, (faid tlie fonof Cofcoliha) there is no room 
for hefitation. I would niuch rather execute a 
good employment near you, than expofe myfelf a- 
Hew to the perils of a long voyage. Pray, mafier, 
explain yourfclf ; what poll do you intend for your 
humble fervant?" 

For his better information, I recounted to hi n 
tJie ftory of the young nobleman whom the Count- 
Duke had introduced into the family of Gu:i^man; 
^d after having t(dd him that the minifter had 
ohofer^mc governoi; ta Don Henry, 1 promifed to 
make him vale*? de charabre to that adopted fon* 
Sdpio^ who alked no better, willingly accepted, 
the poft^and a;:qvitted himfdf iait foweJI, th^r '^- 
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kfs than three or four days, he acquired the corr- 
fidenee and friendfhip'of his new mailer. 

I imagine4 that the pedagogues whom I had< 
ehofen to teach the fon of the Genoefe, would find 
their Latin thrown away, believing one. at his age 
wndifciplinable. But I was much miftaken.. He 
ealily comprehended and retained all that was 
(hewn to him, and his mailers were very well fa- 
tisfied with his capacity. I ran eagerly to impart 
this piece of news to the Duke, who received it 
with exceffive joy. ** Santillane, (cried he, traii- 
fported) I am ravilhed to hear that Don Henry has • 
fuch a" memory and penetration! I perceive my 
own blood in him, and what convintes me 5f his . 
being my fon is, that I feel a& much affedionfor 
him, as if he had been bom by my lady Olivarez. 
Thou feell, by this, my friend, that nature de- 
clares itfelf." I was hot fool enough to tell bis 
Grace my fentiinents of the mdtt^r ; bat, refpeft* 
ing his weaknefs, left him to enjoy the pteafure 
(whether true or falfe); of believing himfelf the fa- 
ther of Don Henry. 

Akho' all the Guzmans entertained ajnortal ha- 
tred of this, young noblemah of frefh date: they 
diflembled it out of policy ; nay, fome of them af- 
fected to court his friendJhip; he was vifited by 
th^ ambalTadors and grandees who were then at 
Madrid, and honoured by them as much as- if he 
had' beea a legitimate fon of the Count-Dfuke. 
This minifter overjoyed to fee fuch incenfe offered 
to his idol, foon decked hxm "with dignities. He 
began by alking of the King rtie crofs of Alcan- 
tara, with a commandery worth ten thoufand. 
crowns for Don Henry. In; a little time after, he 
was made gentleman of the bed-chamber. Then . 
refolving to marry him to a lady of the moft noble 
family of Spaiin, he caft his eyes upon Donna Juaaa .^ 

Digitized by Google ^^l^l^f 



GIL BLAS. ac5 

Velafco, daughter to the Duke of Caftile, and had 
authority enough to accomplifh the marriage, in 
fpite of that Duke and all his relations. 

^ A few days before the marriage, his Grace ha- 
ving fent for me, put fome paper? into my hand, 
faying, " Hold, Gil Bias, here are letters of nobili- 
ty, which I have ordered to be expedited ^br thee.'V 
*• My Lord, (anfwered 1, furpril'ed at hi^ words) 
yoUr Excellency knows that I am the fon of a poor 
duenna and fquire ; fo that, in my opinion, the 
iiobility would be profaned by my aflbciation ^ and 
it is, of all the favours which his Majelly could be- 
ftow, that which I deferve and defire the leaft." 
" Thy birth (replied the minifter) is an objedlioa 
that is eafily removed : thou haft been employed 
in ftate affairs, both under the Duke of Lerma's 
minillry *and mine : befides, (added he, with a 
fmile) haft thou not done the monarch fome fer- 
vice, which deferves a recompence? In a word, 
Santillane, thou art not unworthy of the honour 
which I have procured for thee. Moreover, the 
rank which thou hold eft with regard to my fon, re- 
quires that thou (houldefl be noble; and it is oa 
that account that 1 havfc obtained the patent." "• I 
yiekl, my Lord, (I replied) fmce your Excellency 
infifts upon my compliance." So faying, Twent a- 
way with my patent in my pocket. 

** I am now a gentleman, (faid I to myfelf, when 
I had got into the ftreet) ennobled without being 
obliged to my parents for my quality. I may, when 
1 pleafe, be called Dan Gil Bias, and if any Oiie of 
my acquaintance fhall take it into his head to laugh, 
in my face when he calls me fo, I will (hew my pa- 
tent. But let us read it, (continued I, taKing it 
out of my poclcet) and fee in what manner my ori- 
ginal meannefs is walhed away.'* 1 therefore peru- 
led the paper the fubltince of which was, that the 
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King, to reward the zeal which I bad menifeft^ 
on more than one occafion for his fervice and t^c 
good of the ftate, had thought proper- to gratify my 
attachment with letters of nobility. I will ven- 
ture to fay in my own praife, that they did not 
infpire me with the leaft pride. Having the 
mcannefs of my extraftion always before my eyes, 
this honour humbled inftead of making me vain; 
therefore 1 determined to lock up my patent in a 
drawer, and never boaft its being in my pofleffion. 



CHAP. VIL 



Oil Bias meets Fabricio again by accident. The 
Iqft eotruerfation tbatbappened between them, and 

: tbe important advice wbicb Nunnez gave to Sm^ 
tillancd 

THE Afturian poet (ats muft have been ohfer- 
ved by the reader) willingly negledled me, 
and my occupations did not permit .me to vifit 
him. I had not feen him fince the day of the dif- 
fcrtation on the Iphigenia of Euripides, when 
chance again threw him in my way near the gate 
of the Sun. He was coming out of a printing- 
houfe, and I accofted fcini, faying, " Aha ! Mr 
Nunnez, you have been at the printer's : that feems 
to threaten the public with a new work of your 
Qompofition.'* " That /is what indeed it may ex- 
ped, (anfwered he.y I have adi.ially in the prefs 
a pamphlet which will make feme noife in the re- 
public of letters.^' " 1 don't doubt the merit of 
thy produdion, (I replied) but am amazed at thy 
compofing pamphlets, which in my opinion are: 
trifles that do no great honour to a man of genius." 
^^ I know it very well, (fkid Fabricio) and am not 
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ignorant that none but thofe who read every thing, 
amufe themfelve$ with pamphlets. However, this 
one has efcaped me, which I own is the child 'o£ 
-neceffity. Hunger, thou knoweft, brings the wolf 
out of the wood." 

" How ! (cried I) does the author ^f the Count 
de Saldagne talk in this manner? a man who has 
two thoufand crowris a-year !*^ " Softly^ ^ friend 
i(faid Nunnez to me^ I am no longer that happy 
poet who enjoyed a well-paid penfiori. The af- 
-fairs of the treafurer Don Bertrand are diibrdered 
all of a fudden. He has fingered and fquandered 
away the King^s money; all his effefts are feized, 
and my penfion is gone to the devil." *' That is 
a melancholy affair (I refumed) but haft thou no 
hope remaining from that quarter?" ** Not the 
leaft, faidhe. Signior Gomez dc Hihero, as poor 
as his poet, is gone to the bottom, and will nevei;, 
it is faid, get his^iead above Water again." " 

" if that be the cafe, my child, (anfwered 1) I 
muft find out fome poft toconfolcthee for the lofs 
of thy penfion.^' " I will fpare theie that trouble, 
cried he. If thou wouldeft offer mean employ- 
ment in the minifter's offices worth three thoufand 
crowns yearly, I would refufe it. The bufinefs of 
clerks will ndt agree with the humour of a fofler- 
child of the Mufes : I muft enjoy my literary a- 
mufement. What fhall 1 fay to thee? I am born 
to live and die a poet, and my deftiny muft be ful- 
filled. . 

**-But don't imagine (continued he^ that we are 
very unhappy; befides that wc live m perfeft in- 
dependence, we are boys without care. People 
, think that we often dine with Democritus, and 
there they are miftaken. There is not one of iny 
fraternity, not even excepting the makers of al- 
manack s, who is not welcome to fome good table. 
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As for my part, there are two families wbere I am 
always received with pleafure.' I have, two covert 1 
laid for me every day, one at the houfe of a f at di-; | 
rector of the farms, to whom I have dedicated a | 
romance; and the other at the houfe of a rich ci- i 
tizen, who has the difeafe of being thought to en- I 
tertain wits every day at his table; luckily he b 
not very delicate in his choice, and the city fur- ! 
nifties him with great plenty.** i 

•* I no longer pity thee then, (faid I to the Afto- 
rian poet) fince thou art fatisfied with thy condi- i 
tion : though I proteft to thee anew, that thou baft ; 
always in Gil Bias a friend who is proof againft thy 
negled and indiiference ; if thou haft occafion for | 
my purfe, come boldly to me, and let npt % filly i 
iliame deprive thee of an infallible fuccour, ai^ 
rob me of the pleafurc of obliging thee.** ^ | 

" By that generous fentiment, (cried Nunnez) 
I recoiled my friend Santillane ; 1 return a thou- 
fand thanks for thy kind ofter, and out of gratitude I 
will give thee a wholefome advice. While the 
Count-Duke continues in power, and thou art in 
pofleflion of his favour, profit by the opportunityi 
make hafte to enrich thyfelf, for I am told he be* 
gins to totter/* I alked Fabricio if he had that iiw 
telligence on good authority; and he anfweiedi 
** 1 have it from a knight of Galatrava, who has a 
very Angular talent in difcovering the moft hid- 
den fecrets ; he is looked upon as an oracle, and 
this is what 1 heard him fay yefterday. The 
Count-Duke has a great many enemies, who are 
all united to ruin him ; he depends too much upon 
the afcendancy which he has over the King ; that 
monarch, it is reported, begins to liften to the com- 
plaints which have already reachtfd his ears.** I 
thanked Nunnez for his information, of which J 
took little notice, but went home, perfuaded thaf 

my 
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my mallei's authority was immoveable, and con- 
fide^ng him as one of thofe old oaks, which are 
rooted ia a foreft, and which no ftorms can over- 
throw. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Gil Bias if convinced of the truth ofFabr'icio^s inteU 
Ugence. The King goes to Saragoffa. 

TWTEVERTHELESS, what the Afturian poet 
r^ had told me was not without foundation. 
There was in the palace a fecret confederacy 
formed againft the ^ount-Duke, and the Queen 
was laid to be at the head of it; but none ot the 
meafures which they took to difplacft the mini- 
ftcr tranfpired ; nay, a whole year palled before 
I perceived that his favour had received the lealt 
ftiock. 

But the revolt of the Catalonians, fupported by 
Ffance, and the bad fuccefs of the war againlt 
thefe rebels, excited the murmurs of the people, 
who complained of the government- Thefc com* 
plaints occafioned a council to be held in prefence 
of the King, who delired the Marquis de Grana, 
the Emperor's ambaflador at the court of Spain, 
to be there. The fubjeft of their deliberation be- 
ing, whether it was mod proper for the King to 
ftay in Caftile, or go and Ihew himfelf to his troops 
in Arragon, the Count-Duke, who was avprfe to 
the Prince's departure for the army, fpoke firll : 
be reprefented,^ that it was better for his Majefty 
to remain in the center of his dominions j and 
fupported his opinion with all the reafons which 
his elDquerice could afford. He had no fooner 
concluded his fpc^ch, than liis advice -was unan*. 

Vol. IV. S o,.t,ze..vGoo^oufly 
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ilioully followed by every body in coancil, except 
the Marquis of Grana, who liftening to nothing 
but his zeal for the Houfe of Auftria, and giving 
way to the franknefs of his nation, oppofed the 
fentiment of the prime minifter, and fupported the 
-contrary opinion with fuch force, that the King 
was ftruck with the folidity of his arguments, cm- 
braced his opinion, though it was oppofite to that 
of the whole council, arid fixed th« day q£ his de* 
parture for the army. 

This was the firft time that ever* his Majefty 
durft think otherwife than his fevourite ; who^ . 
looking upon this novelty as a bloody affront, was ^ 
very much mortified. When the minifter was go- 
ing to retire into his clofet, to bite upon the bridle 
at liberty, he perceived me, and taking me in a- 
long with him, recounted what had pafled at coun- 
cil with great agitation : dthen, like a man who 
could not rccolleta himfelf from his furprife, . ■ 
"* Yes, Santillane, (continued he} theJKang, wlw 
for thefe twenty years part, hath 'fpoke with my 
mouth, and feen through my eyes, now prefers 
the opinion of Grana to mine : and in what man- 
ner too ? loading the ambajflad'or with eulogiuins, 
and, in particular, praifing his zeal for the houfe of 
Auftria, as if that German loved it better than I do. 

** By this, it is eafy to'judge, (purfued the mi- 
nifter) that there is a party formed againft me, 
and tliat the Queen is at the head of it." ** Why, < 
my Lord, (iaid 1) ftiould you be uneafy with that 
cenje<3:ure? Has not the Queen, for more, than 
twelve years, been ufed to fee you at the helm } 
and the King been in aiong habit of not confult- 
ing her? As for the Marquis of Grana, the Mo- , 
narch, perhaps, chofe his opinion out of defire to 
fee his army, and make a carap^gn.'* " That is 
liot the caie, (faid the Count-Duke) fay rather, *j 
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my dmsmies hope, that the King being among his 
troops, will always -be furrounded by the noble- 
man who will attend him ; and that more thaa 
one will be found fo much ^fgufted at me, as to 
fpeak to the prejudice of my adminiftration : but 
they are niiftaken, added he; I will make the 
Prince jnacceffible to them all, during the jour- 
ney/' This he adually performed,^ in a manner 
tbat defcrves t© be related. 

The day of the King*s departure being arrived,, 
that Monarch, after having entrufted the Queen 
with the care of the government in his abfence, 
fet ont for Saragolui ; but in his way, pafling by 
Aranjuez * was lb delighted with the place, that 
he ftaid there aimed three weeks: from thence 
the minifter carried him to Cuenza, where he a- 
mtifed him ftill longer, by various diverijonii 
TL'hen the pleafures of tne chace detained him at 
Mqlina of Arragon; after which he was conduced 
to Saragofla. 

His army being not far from thence, he prepa- 
red forgoing to it; but the Count-Duke altered 
his inchnation by making him believe, that he 
would be in danger of being taken by the French, 
who were mailers of the plain of Monton : fo,that ' 
tiie King being afraid of the peril which he had 
DO caufe to fear,^ook the refolutioa of remaining 
ihut up at home, a« in a prifon. The minifter 
* taking the advantage of hia terror^and under pre- 

* Aranjuez is a royal palace in New Cailile, fituated near 
tlie rivers cf i'aio and Garama^ if> a large plain furrounded 
by hills and forelis, through which are many fpacioiis Ave- 
nues. The cnlrancc to this palace is over two painted w ood- 
ea bridges, upon the forefaid riven, which join a little -^clow 
the houfc. Here is a dclightlul garden, and in a large fquare 
paved with marble a ftatue in brt* is of Charles V. armed cap- 
a-pce, trampling -upon Hcrcfy, rcpxtCsoicd b^ fbui aTch-he- 
ictics. 
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tcncc of watching for bis fafety, guarded him, at 
it were, from the fight of every body; and the 
grandees, who had been at a vaft expence to put 
themfclves in a condition to follow their Sove- 
reign, had not even the fatisfadion of obtaining 
one private audience. Philip, at length, tired of 
being ill lodged at SaragoiTa, of paffing his time 
flill worfe, or if you pleafe, of being priibner,~re*- 
turned in a little time to Madrid. Thus this Mo- 
narch finifhcd his campaign, leaving to the Mar- 
quis de los Veles, general of his troops, the care of 
maintaining the honour of the Spanifh arms. 



CHAP. IX. . 

Count-puke* . 

A FEW days after the King's return, a very 
difagreeable piece of news fpread all over 
Madrid. It was reported that the Portuguefe, 
looking upon the revolt of the Catalonians as a feir 
occaCon offered to them by fortune, for Ihaking 
of the Spanifh yoke, had taken iip arms, and cho* 
fen the Duke of Braganxa for their King; that* 
they were refolved to maintain him on the throne, 
and were confident of fuccfefs; Spain having at 
that time on her hands, enemies in Germany, Ita- 
ly, Flanders, and Catalonia: indeed, they could 
not have found a more favourable conjundlure, 
for freeing themfelves from a dominion which 
they dctefted * ^ What 

♦ 1 hU revolution, i^hich huppened in tfje year 1640, was 
condu£led with fuch furprizing fccrccy (though the defign 
^a$ known to wore than 200 pcrfons, a i^hole year before) 
ih&t the Duke of Braganza was declared King, and the Sp«- 
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What i^ very fingular, is, that the CotiiTt-Dulc<?>- 
while both court and city feemed ta be.ftruck 
with cpnfternation at the news, wanted to joke 
\?i'ith the King, at the expence of the Duke of 
JBcaganz^i hilt Philip, far from teing pleafed 
.with his raillery, affumed a very grave air, which 
difconeerted him, and made him forefee- his dil- 
grace; he no longer doubted bis own fall, when 
he underftood that the Queen liad oi>cnly decla^ 
red herfelf againft him, and loudly accufed him of 
having by his bad adminiftration, occalioned the 
revolt of Portugal. The greateft part of the' gran* 
dees, efpecially thofe who had been at SaragolTv 
no fooaer perceived that a temped was brewing 
fover the head of the Count-Duke, than they joia- 
cd^the Queea :. and what gave the laft ftroke tp* 
his favour, was the arrival of the Dtichefs Dowa- 
ger of Maatua, formerly governefs of.PortugaL 
"JThis lady, oa her return from Liibpn to Madrid, 
plainly demonftrated to the King, that the revolu* 
lion of that kingdom happened through the fault 
of the prime miniller. 

Thedilcourle of this Princefs made a g:reat jm- 
prellion on the mind of the Monarch, who being, 
.at length roufed from his infatuation for his favou- 
rite, ftript him of ail the afFed:ion.vyhich he had en- 
tertained for him. When the miaifter was inform- 
ed that the King lifteaed to his- enemies^,* be wrote 
a letter to him, alking leave to refign his^ -employ- 
ment, and remove from court, lin^e people were fcv 
.unjuft as ta impute to him all tlie mif fortunes 
•which had happened to the kingdom, during the 
.courfe of his. adminiftration. He thought thas 
this letter would have a great efted, and that the. 
Prince llill preiferved fo much friendiliip. for him.^, 

nifh yoke fliDok off in one day,, ^^hto' all the Portugpefc do- 
miiiioas in ivurope, Aua, Africa and Ainerka«. 
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as to detain him at court; but a?ll the anfixrer 
which his Majefty returned, was the permiffion 
that he defired, with leave to retire whcrefocver 
he would. 

Thefe. words, written by the King*s own hasd, 
were a thunder-bolt to his Grace, who by no 
means expeded fuch a reply ; but though he was 
very much confounded, he affefted an air of am- 
ftancy, and aflced what I would do, w^re I in hk 
place? ** I would foon take my refolution, faid I; 
I would abandon the court, and pafs the reft of my 
days in peace, at.fome one.of my eftates in the 
country." " That is a whofefome advice, (repli- 
ed my mafter) and I am fully refolved to fimOi mf 
career at Loeches, after I (hall have once m<»c 
converfed with the King: for I want to deraon- 
ftrate to him, that I have done all that human 
prudence cotild fuggeft, to fuftain the weighty 
.burden with which I was loaded ; and that^ it was 
fmpoffible for me to prevent the i^lancholy. ci- 
vents laid at my door;, being no more to blame 
than a fkilful pilot, who, in fpite of all he can d% 
fees his veflcl tofled about by the waves and 
winds.'* The niiniller ftill flattered himfelf,, that 
by fpeaking to the PriiKe, he might adjuft mat- 
ters, and regain the ground which he bad loft; 
but he never could prccine an audience ; and be- 
fides, one was fent to demand the key of the . 
door, by which he ufed to enter, v;hen he pleafed, 
into his Majefty's apartment. Concluding then, 
that there were no further hopes for hmi, he deter* 
mined in good earneft to letire. IHe examined his 
'papers, a great quantity of which he very pru- 
dently committed to the ftames ; then naming the 
officers of his houfehold and valets who he intend, 
cd ftiould follow him, he gave orders for his de- 
pai'turCj Vthich was fixed for next day. As be 
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was afraid of being irifulted by the populace^ iii 
coming out of the palace, he ilipt away early ia 
thcmoming^by the kitchen door, and getting into 
a forry coach, with his confefibr and me, fafely 
pn>ceeded for Loeches, a village bdon^ng to him, 
Vherc his lady had built a magnificent convent 
fyt nuns of the Dominican orden Thither he re- 
pfsdred in lefs than four hours, and all his attend* 
ants arrived foon after. 



CHAP. X. 



fie anxiety ana cares which atfirft di/lurbsd the 
repofe of the Count^Duke^ and the happy tran^ 
• qu'dlity by which *thcy were fucceeded. ibe occu^ 
pations of the imnifier in bis retreat. 

MADAM d'Olivarez let her hufband fet out 
for Loeches, and ftaid a few days after him 
at court, with a defign to try, if by her tears and 
entreaties fhe could not efleft his being recalled : 
but in vain did (he proftrate herfelf before their 
Majefties : the King had no regard to her remon-. 
ftrances, tho' artfully prepared ; and the Queen, 
who bated her mortally, beheld her tears with 
pleafure. The minifter's, wife was not rcpulfed 
fer all that : (he humbled herfelf fo far as to inri- 
plore the good offices of the Queen^s ladies : but 
the fruit which fhe reaped from her meannefs,. 
was to perceive that it excited contempt rather 
than cQjnpaffion. Vexed at having taken fuch 
humbling fteps to no purpofe, (he wer\f and joined 
her hufband, to grieve with him for the lolsofa 
place, which, under a reign like that of Philip tlu 
fourth, was perhaps the firft of the monarchy. 
This lady's report of the condition g^^iich (he 
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left Madrid, redoubled the affli<aion of the Count- 
Duke : " Your enemies, (faid fhe, weeping) the 
Duke of Medina Cell, and the other grandees who 
bate you, inceflantly nraife the King for having 
deprived you of the mmiilry : and the people ce- 
lebrated your difgtace with an infolence of joy, as 
if the end of the national misfortuneywas attached 
to that of your adminiftration." 

" Madam, (faid my mafter to her) follow my 
example, and ftifle your forrow; we muft yield to 
the temped which we cannot^^ divert. I thought,, 
indeed, that I could have pcjqpetuated my favour, 
even to the end of my life ; the ordinary illufioa 
of miniftersand favourites, who forget that their 
fate depends upon their fovereign : has not ,the 
Duke of Lerma been miftak^n as well as I, though 
he ioiagined that his purple was tlie fure guaraa* 
tee of the eterr>al duration of his authority ?" 

In this manner did the Count-Duke exliqrt li^ 
fpoufe to arm herfelf with patience ; while he hiiA* 
felf wras in an agitation, which was daily increafed 
by the difpatches which be received ftoin Don* 
Henry, who having remained at court to obferye^ 
took care to inform him exadly of every thing that- 
happened : it VKas Scipio who brought the letters 
from that young nobleman, whom h^ ftill ferve4^ 
I haviiig quitted him on his marriage with Donna 
Juana. The difpatches of this adopted fiM\ were 
always filled with bad news^ and unhappily, no o- 
thers were expeded from him^ Sometimes he^ 
wrote, th^t the grandees, not conteiued with re^ 
joicing publicly at the retreat of the Count-Duke,, 
were again re- united to tm-n all his creatures front 
the potts and employments, which they poflelFed, 
to replace them with his enenaies ; another time, 
he obferved that Don Lewis de Haro began to 
come into favour, and would Jn all probability, be 
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nade prime minifies. Of all the difagreeable 
news which my mafter received, that which feem- 
ed to affedthim m<)ft, was the chafige made in the 
viceroy alty 6i Naples, which the court, Iblely to 
mortify hifti, took from the Duke of Medma de 
las Torris, whom he loved, and gave it to the ad- 
miral 6f Caftile, whom he had dways hated. 

I may venture to fay, th^lt during three months, 
his Grace felt nothing in his folitude biit trouble 
and chagrin; but his confeflbr, who was a Domi- 
nican friar, and with the moft folid piety poifefled 
a manly eloquence, bad power entnigh to confole 
him. By means of rcprefenting with energy; that 
he ought to bend his thoughts entirely to his own 
falvation, he ha\J, with the help of grace, the good 
fortune to detach his mind from the court. His 
Excellency woujd no longer hear any news frwu 
Madrid, his whole care being now engrofled ux 
preparing for his latter end. Madam d^Olivarci; 
aMb, making a good ufe of hcr rctr«at, m^t with a 
confolation prepared by Providence, in the con- 
vent which (he had founded; there were among 
the nuns fome holy maidens, whofe converfation, 
fuH of balm, infenfibly fweetened the bitterncfs of 
her life. In proportion as my mafter turned his 
thoughts from worldly affairs, he became more and 
more tranquil; and in this manner regulated the 
day. He fpent almoft the whole morning in hear- 
ing mafs in the church of the convent, tlien re- 
turned to dinner ; after which he amufed himfelf 
about two hours in playing at all forts of games, 
with me and fome other of his moft affedtionate 
domeftics ; then ufually retired by himfelf into his 
clofet, where he remained until fun-let; at which 
time be took a turn in his garden, or an airing in 
bis coach, to the neighbourhood of bis caftle, ac- 

compauiQd 
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compahied fometimes by hk conf^flbr, and jfome-^ ^ 
times by me. 

One day, being alone* with him, and adnfliriag 
the ferenity of his countenance, I took the liberty 
to fay, ** My Lord, aHow me to exprefs my joy ; 
from the air of fatisfa<Jlion in your looks, I con- 
clude that your Excellency begins to be accu* • 
ilomed to retirement." "I am already quite fa* 
miliarized to it, (anfwered'he) and though I hav€ 
been a long time wftd to buflnefs, I proteft to thee, 
child, that I am every day Jiiore and more pleafed 
with the quiet and peaceable life which 1 lead ia ^ 
this place." 



CHAP. XI. 



It&e Cotmt'Duke bec^m^Sy all of a fuSden^ fad and 
thoughtful; tbefurpr0i£ caufc of bis mclancbd- 
fyf imtb its fat aJ confequenct. 

HIS Grace, \vi order to vary his ^occupations, 
amufedhirafelf rometimes alfo in cultivating 
his gaj-den. One day, while I beheld him at 
work, he faid to me in a jocular drain, " Santil- 
lane, thou feeft a minifter banifticd from courts 
turned gardener at Leeches." " My Lord, (an- 
f vvered I, in the fame tone) methinks I fee Diony* 
lias of Syracufe, fcbool-mafter at Corinth." ^ My 
matter fmiled at my reply, and was nQt at all diJt 
pleafed at the comparifon. 

All the people in the houfe were overjoyed to 
fee their mailer, fuperior to his difgrace, charmed 
with a life fq different from that which he had ai- 
ways led ; when we perceived with forrow, that he 
\ifibly changed ; he became gloomy, thoughtful, 
imd funk into a moft -profound melancholy. He * 

s^ , ' >ft 
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left dffp&ying with' us, andno longccfeem^d fen^ 
lible of all that we could invent for his diverfion; 
but locked himfelf up after dinner, in his clofet, ^ 
where he remained alone till night. We imagined 
that his chagrin had Been occafiooed by the re- 
turning ideas of his paft greatneis, and in that opi* 
nion left him with, the Dominican friar, whofe e- 
2oquence, however, could not- triumph over the 
melancholy of his Grace, which, inftead of dimi*. 
ailhing, feemcd daily to incrcafe. i 

It came into my head, that the penfivenefs of 
this minifter might have fome particular caufe, 
which he was unwilling to difclofe ; and on th $ 
conjeflure I formed the defign of drawing the fe* 
cret from him : for this purpofe, I lay in wait for 
an opportunity of fpeaking to him in private, and 
having found it, *1 My Lord, (faid I, with an air of 
xefpedl^ mingled with affedion) may Gil Bias be 

fo bold as to put one queftion to his mailer ?" * 

" Speak, (he replied) 1 give thee leave." — ^* What 
(faid I) is become of that fatisfadion which ap^ 
peared in your Excellency's face? Have you no 
longer that afcendancy which you had once gain*, 
ed over fortune ? Or does your loft favour excite 
new regret within you ? Would you be plunged 
again ;n that abyfs of trouble, from which your 
virtue hath extricated you?** " No, thank hea- 
ven, (refumed the minifter) mymemoiy is no 
longer engrofled by the part which I adted at 
court ; I have for ever forgot the honours which I 
there enjoyed/' ** Why then, (faid I) (ince you 
have i^iilofophy enough to baniOi thefe things 
from your remembrance, are you io weak as to a- 
bandon yourfelf to a melancholy which alarms us 
all? What is thf matter with you, my dear ma- 
iler ? ' (added I, throwing my felf at his feet) you 
have, doubtlefs, fojn^ feajrct forrow that coniumes 
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you : will you make a rayilery of it to Santillane, 
wbofe leal, fidelity, and difcretion, you know fo 
well ? By what misfortune have 1 loft ydur confi* 
dencc ?" 

" Thou haft it ftill, faid he ; but I confcfs I have 
ft reludancc to reveal the caufe of that fadnefs with 
M'hich thou feeft me overwhelmed : neverthclefs, 
I cannot refift the entreaties of fucb a fervant and 
ft friend as thee. Know, then, the caufe of my dijJ- 
quiet, which is a Jfecret that I could impart tonoiie 
but Santillane. Yes, ^continued he) I am a prey 
to the moft difmal melancholy, which gradually V 
confumes my life. I fee almoft every moment a 
^edrc, which prefent$ itfelf before me in the moft 
terrible ihape. In vain have I faid to myfclf, that 
it is no more than an illufion, an unfubftantial 
phantom of my brain: the continual apparition 
infcfts my view; and difturbs my repofe. Though 
my underftanding is ftrong enough to perfuade 
me that this fpedrc is really nothing, I am, not* 
withftanding, weak enough to be afflicted at the 
vifion. This is what Ihou haft forced me to dif- 
clofe, (added he) and thou mayeft judge whether 
or not I am to blame, in concealing from all the 
world the caufe of my melancholy/' I was e- 
qually grieved and aftonifhed to hear fuch. an ex- 
traordinary declaration, which was a ftrong indi- 
cation of the machine's being difordered. " My 
Lord, (faid I to the xninifter) is not this occafioned 
by too little nouriftiment ; for your abftinence is 
cxcelfive ?" " That was what I imagined at firft, 
(anfwered he) and to try if it.was aftually owing 
to ray diet, 1 have, for fotne days paft, eaten more 
than ufual ; but without any efFed ; the phantom 
ftill appears." ** It will certainly difappear, (faid 
I, to confoie him) and if your Excellency would 
relax yourfelf a little, by playing again with your ' 

r- I faithful 
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^ithful Servants, I believe you would foon find 
yourfelf delivered from thefe gloomy vapours." 

In a little time after* this converfation his Grace 
fell fick ; and finding the affair grow ferious, feat ' 
to Madrid for two notapes to make his will; as al- 
fo,for three famous phyficians, who bad the repu- 
tation ot curing their patients fometimes. As foon 
as the arrival of thefe laft was reported in the Cs^- 
ftle, nothing was heard but groans and lamenta- 
tions: the fervants lool^ed upon the death of their 
mafter as juft at hand; (o much were they preju- 
diced againft tbefc gentlemen, who had brought 
* along with them^n apothecary and furgeon, the 
ufual executioners of their prefcriptions. They 
let the notaries do their bufinefs ; after which they 
prepared to do their own. Being of Dr Sangra- 
do's principles, in their very firft confultation, they 
ordered repeated bleediilgs; fo th^t, in fix days, 
they reduced the Count- Duke to extremity, and 
on the feventh, delivered him entirely from his ap- 
parition *. , * 

Upon the death of this minifter,a deep and fin- 
cere forrow reigned in the cafl:le of Loeches : all 
his domeftics wept bitterly: far from confoling 
themfelves for his lofs, with the certainty of beitig 
comprehended in his will, there was not one a'- 
mongthem who would nothaye renounced his le;- 
gacy, to rccal him to life. As for me, who had 
been beloved by him, and whofe attachment flow- 
ed from pure perfonal afFedion, I was n\ore afflidt- 
cd than all the reft ; and queftion whether I flied 
more tears for Antonia than for the Count- Duke. 

♦ The Count Duk« died on the 12th of July 1^45, n%t at 

Loeches, but at i oroin, New Caftile ^ his deatfa (kceordin^ 

I to lepott, having been haHened by his relations, who feeing 

/i^iiiiH»ecome more and more- odious to the people, eren in 

Site of his retreat, were afraid of his fuffering fonw new ig- 

Ifminy, to the farthcr-dif^ce of his family.^ 

' VOL,iV. T D,gitzedbye,OOglQj|^,p 
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CHAP. XII. 

"^be tranfaSlions at the ca/ile of Loecbcs, after tb^ 
death of the Count-Duke ; and the departure / 
SantiUane. 

THE minifter, according to his own diredios, 
being buried without noife and pomp, in th^ 
convent of nuns, by the found of our lamenta- 
tions ; after the funeral, Madam d'Olivarez order- 
ed the will to be read, with which all the domcr \ 
ilics had reafon to be fatisfied. Every one had a 
legacy proportioned to his ftation ; and the lead 
was two thoufand crowns ; mine was the moft con- 
fiderable; his Grace having bequeathed to me tea 
thoufand piftoles, as a proof of his particular aflfec- 
.tion. He did not forget the hofpital, and found'- 
cd annual fervice in feveral convents. 

Madam d'OUvarez fent all the domeftics to Mai- 
drid, to receive their legi^ci^s from the ftewari 
Don Raymond Caporis, who had orders to pay 
them; but I cpuld not accompany them, being 
detained at the caftle feven or eight days by a 
hrgh fever, which was the fruit of my afflidion. In 
this lituation, I was not abandoned by the Doini- 
nican friar ; that good clergyman had conceived 
an affedion for me, and interefting himfelf ia my 
falvation, aflced, when he faw rae in the fair way, 
what I intended to do ? ** I don't know, my good 
father, (anfwcred I^ I have not, as yet, determined 
with myfelf on that fcore; at fome moments I am 
tenipted to fhut myfelf up in a cell, and do pe- 
nance.** " Thofe are precious moments ! (cried 
the Dominican) Signior dc SantiUane, you will do 
well to profit by them.' I advife you as a friend * ;, 
without your ceafing to be a layman, to retire, f^ 
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cxatnplie, into our convent at Madrid ; to make* 
yourfelf a benefadlor to it, by a donation of alF 
your fortune, and die there under the habit of St 
Dominique. A great many people expiate a^ 
worldly life by fuch an end." 

I was then in fuch a difpofition of mind, that t 
began to refifh the advice, and told his Reverence^ 
that I would confider of it. But* having confulted 
Scipio, whom I faw immediately after the monk, 
he inveighed againft that fentiment, which feemedi 
to him the whim of a lick perfon* " Fie ! Signior 
de Santillane, (faid he) can you be pleafed with 
fuch a retreat? will not your houfe at Lirias afford 
one much more agreeable? If you was delighted 
with it heretofore, you will have a much better re- 
lifh for the fweets of it, now that you are of an» 
age much more proper for tailing the beauties of. 
nature." 

The fon of Cnfcolina had no great'difBculty iru 
making me change my opinion. " Friend, (faid I), 
thou haft prevailed over the Dominican. I fee it 
Willbe better for me to return to my caftle ; and 

-fix my r,efblution accordingly: we will repair to 
Lirias, as foon as I (hall be in a condition to tra- ^ 
vel ; and this happened very foon ; for the fever 
having left me in a .little time, I found myfelf - 
ftrong enough to put my defign in execution.. 
Scipio and 1 went firft to Madrid, the fight of 
which city no longer gave me that pleafure which 
I had formerly felt; as I knew that almoft all its> 
inhabitants abhorred the memory of a miniiler, of • 
whom I preferved the moft tender remeinbrancc, 
1 could not behold it with a favourable eye ; and 
therefore ftaid in it only five or fix days, which' 

\ Scipio employed in making preparations for oar 

departure for Lirias. Wralc he was bufy about 

jr ec^uipage, I went to Caporis, who gave me my 
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legacy in doubloons. I likcwife vjfitcd the recei 
vers of the commanderies on whom I had penfions, 
took meafures with them for the payment ; and, 
ju a li^'ord, put all my affairs in order. 

On the evening before our departure, I afked 
the Ibn of Cofcolina, if he had taken his leave of 
Ipon Henry, " Yes, (anfwered he) we this morn- 
ing parted good friends j he affured me that he 
was forry for my leaving him; but, if he was fa- 
tisfied with me, I was not fo with him ; it is not e- 
nough that the valet pleafes the matter, the ma- 
tter ought at the fan>e time to pleafe the^ valet, o- 
t her wife they are very ill met. Bcfides (added 
he) Don Henry makes but a pitiful figure at 
court, where he is funk into the loweft contempt. 
He is even pointed at in .the ftreets, and cvexy 
body calls him the fon of the Genocfe. So you 
may guefs whether or not it is agreeable to a lad 
of honour to ferve a man in difgrace." 

At length, we fet out from Madrid early one 
morning, and took the road to Cuenza, in the fol. 
lowing order and equipage : my confident and I 
were mounted in a chaife and pair, conduced by 
a poftilion : three mb^^les loaded with our bag- 
gage and money, and led by two grooms, followed 
clofe after; and twoJutty lacqueys, chofen-by 
Scipio, mounted on mules, and armed to the teeth, 
brought upi ti\e rear : the grooms wore fabres, and 
the poftilion had two good piftols at his faddle- 
bow. As we were in all feven men, fix of whom 
were Very refolute, I travelled merrily, without any 
apprehenfion of lofing my legacy. Our moyles 
proudly founding their bells in the villages thro* 
which we pafledj'th^ peafants ran to , their doors 
to fee the march of o^r equipage, which they ima- 
gined belonged to fome grandee going to take pof- 
icifion of a vice- royalty. j 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Cil Bias returns to bh cajlie^ where he is overjoyed 
to find Seraphiha^ bis god-dQ,ughter^ marriage a^ 
' hie : and falls in love with another lady. 

I SPENT fifteen days on the road to Lirias ; be- 
ing under no neceflity ot travelling faft: all 
that I defired was to arrive at it fafely ; and my 
wifh was accomplifhed. Thcs fight of my caftle 
at firtt infpired me with fome melancholy thoughts, 
in recalUng the memory of Antonia : but I foon 
banifhed them, by entertaining my fancy with 
more plcalant ideas; and this I could the more 
eafily do, as twenty years, which were elapfed 
fince her death, had a good deal weakened the 
force of my forrow. 

As foon as I entered the caftle, Beatrice and her 
daughter came with great eagernefs to falute me : 
then the father, mother, and child hugged one a- 
nother with tranfports of joy, which charmed me. 
After their mutual embraces, I looked at my 
god-daughter attentively, faying, ** Can this be 
that Seraphina whom I left in the cradle, 
when I departed from lirias ! I am overjoyed to 
fee her again, fo tall and fo bandfome; we muft 
have her fettled for life." " How I my dear god- 
father, (cried (he, reddening at my laft words) you 
have feen me but for a, moment, and you already 
talk of getting rid pf me !" " No, my child, (a/i* 
fwcred 1) we don't intend to lofe you by^ mar- 
riage: we muft have a hufband who will enjoy you 
without robbing your parents of your company, 
'and in a manner live with us altogether.'* 

" Such an one offers at prefent, faid Beatrice : 
a gentleman of this country having feen Seraphina 
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one day at mafs, in the village-chapel, fell in love 
with her. He has been to vifit me, declared his 
paflion. and afked my confent. " If you had it, 
(faid I to him) you would be never the nearer? 
Seraphina depends, upon her father and god-fa- 
ther, who alone can difpofe €>f her. All that I can 
do for you, is to inform them by a letter of your 
demand, which I own dbcs honour to my daugh- 
ter." Really, gentlemen, (added flie} 1 was go- 
ing to write about it immediately : but now that 
you are returned, you Aallioin it what you think 
proper. 

•' But, (faid Scipio) what charaiker has bhis Hi^ 
dalgo J * is he like moft of your iinall gentry, 
proud of his nobility, and infolent to plebeians ?'* 
** Not at all, (replied Beatrice) be is a fweet-tem- 
pered young ma», extremely polite ; has a good 
inein, and is not yet full thirty." •* You draw an 
agreeable picture ©f that caralier, faid I to Bea- 
trice: pray, what is his name?" **^Don Juan do 
Jute 11a, anfwered Scipio's wife: he has but lately 
lucceeded to his father, and lives in a caftle about 
^ league from hence with a younger fifter, who is 
under his care." *• I have formerly (faid I) heard 
irf'this gentfeiTKin's family, which is one c«f the moil 
noble in the kingclom of Valencia." **Iefteeni 
his- nobility (cried Scipio) left than the ^alities of 
his heart and underftandiug ; aad this Don Juao 
will fuit us very well; provided. he be a man of 
honour." " Be has the i?eputation. of one, faid 
Seraphina, joining in the converfation : the inha*- 
bitants of Lirias, whaknow him, give biro the b^ft 
of cb^Kawlers ." At thefe woids of my. god-daugh- 
ter 1. fmiled to hfei:;: father;^ who. having likewife 

*^ HiJal'go, literally the. foil of f jmebcdv, is an appellaitlon 

obfer^ei 
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obferved them, concluded that his daughter was 
not difpleafed at her gallant, 
- Thife cavalier foon got notice of our arrival at 
Lirias; and two days after appeared at our callle. 
Hefaluted us gracefully: and, far from contrailift- 
ing by his prefence what Beatrice had faid to his 
advantage, his behaviour made us conceive an high 
opinioil of his merit. He told us that, as our neigh- 
bour, he had come to congratulate us upon our 
happy return ; and we received him with all the 
courtefy in our power ; but this villt which was 
made out of pure civility, paflld in mutual com- 
pliments ; and Don Juan, without having men- 
tioned a fyllable of his paflionfor Seraphina, retired 
only defiring our permiffion to profit by a neigh- 
bourhood which he forefaw -would be very ap:ree- 
able to him. When he was gone, Beatrice alking 
our opinions of the gentleman, we anfwered, that 
be had prepofleffed us in his favour : and that, in 
all appear^ce, fortune could not offer a better 
match for Seraphina. 

The very next day I went out after dinner witb 
Cofcolina's fbn, to return the vilit which we owed 
to Don Juan. We took the road to his caflle, con- 
duced by a guide, who, when we had walked 
about three quarters of an hour, faid, ** There is 
the caftle of Don Juan de Jutella.'*^ In vain did 
we caft our eyes all around the country : it was % 
long time before we perceived it: nay, we did not 
difcQver it till we arrived at the gate 'y for it w*i5 
fituated at the foot of a mountain, in the. middle 
of a wood, whde lofty trees concealedit from the 
view. The houfe denoted the nobility, moj:e than 
the opulence of its mafter; howevjcr, when we en- 
tered, we found the crazinefs of the building CQin*» 
penfated by the richnefs of the furniture. 

Qon Juan repdved us in a very handforae ha^^ 
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where he introduced us to a lady whctti he n^iki* 
liis filler Dorothea, and who feenicd tp b^ dSxmt 
the age of nineteen or twenty. She was full dref- 
fcd, becaufe having expefted our vifit, flie waa dc- 
firous of appearing as amiable as fhe could ; and 
offering herfelf tomy view, in all her' charms, fhe 
made the fame impreffion that'Antonio had made 
upon my heart; that is, I was difconcerted ; buC 
concealed my diforder fo welI,.tbJit Scipio himfelf 
did not obferve it. Our converfatiod, like that of 
the preceding day, turned upon the mutual plea- 
fure we fliouTcf enjoy in vifiting one another, and 
living together in good neipfhbourhood. He did not 
as yet fpeak to us cfSeraphina, and we gave him no 
encouragement to declare his paflion, refolving,that 
it fhould firft come froift himfelf. During the con- 
verfation, I freqiiently eyed Dorothea, though I 
afFeded to look at her as little as poffible ; and 
every time our eyes met, (he datted frefh arrows 
into my foul. 1 muftfay, however, for* the fake of 
truth, that this beloved objeft was not a perfedl 
beauty: for though her Ikin was of a ddzzlinjg 
whitenefs, and her lips of the complexion of the 
rofe, her nofe was fomewhat too long, ^fid her eyes 
too little. Neverthelefs the whole together quite 
enchanted me. 

In fliort, I did not leave the caftle of Jutella as 
I had entered it ; and on my return" to Lirias, my 
mind was fo wholly poflefled by Dorothea, that I 
faw nothing but her, and ftie was the fole fubjedl 
of my converfation. •' How, matter*^ (faid Scipio, 
looking at me with aftonifliment) you are very full 
of Don Juan's lifter. Hath Ihe made a conqueft of 
youi: heart ?" " Yes, friend, (anfwered I) and I 
blufli at my own weaknefs. O heavens I muft I, 
who, fince Antonia's death, have beheld a thou- 
fand beauties with indifference, meet with one, at 
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rty ftgc, who»in fpite of all my endeavours, in- 
flames me with love ! ** Well, Sir, (replied Cofco- 
liaa's fon) you ought to rejoice, inftead of com- 
plaining at the adventure : there is nothing ridi- 
culous in a man of your age being in love ;, and 
time hath not as, yet fo furrowed your brow, as to 
deprive you of the hope of pleafing. Take my ad- 
vice, and when next you fee Bon Juan, boldly de- 
mand his lifter in marriage;, he cannot refufe her 
to fucb a perfon as you; and befides, if it is abfo- , 
lutely neceflary that Dorothea's hufband fliould be 
a gentleman, are not you one? You have letters of 
nobility, and that is enough for your pofterity, 
when time ihall have Ihrouded thefe letters with 
that thick veil which covers the origin of all great 
families : after four or five generations, the race 
of Santillane will be moft illuftrious/* 



CHAP. XIV. . 

The double marriage celebrated at Lirias^ which 
concludes the bijtory of Gil Blafde Santillane, 

SCIPIO, by this difcourfe, encouraged me to de- 
clare myfelf the lover of Dorothea, without 
Gonlidering that he expoled me to the ri(k of a re- 
fnfal: I could not, however, deterciine upon it 
without trembling; for although I looked younger 
than 1 was, andcould have funk ten good years ^t 
leaft of my age, I could not help thinking I had 
good reafop to doubt of my pleafing a young beau- 
ty. I refolved, neverthelefs, to riik the demand, 
as foon as I fhould fee her brother ; who, for his 
part, being uncertain of obtaining my. god daugh- 
ter, was not without abundance of anxiety. 
He returned to my houfe next morning, juft as 
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I had dftne dreffing, and faid, " Signlor de Santit 
lane, I am come to-day, to talk with you about a^ 
ferious affair.** I carried him into my clofet, where 
coming to the point at once, •* I believe (continu- 
ed he) that you are not ignorant of my errand. I 
love Seraphina; and as you can fway her father to 
any thing, pray render him favourable to me; pro- 
cure for me the objeft of my paffion, and let me 
owe the happinefs of my love to you.** " Signiw 
Don Juan, (anfwered 1} fince you come to the bu- 
finefs at once, give me leave to follow your exam- 
ple ; and, after having promifed you my good offi- 
ces with the father of my god-daughter, to demand 
your intereft with your filler in my behalf.** 

At thefe laft words, Don Juan exprefled an a- 
greeable furprife, from which I drew a favourable 
omen. " Is it poffible, (cried he) that Dorothea 
made a conqueft of your heart yefterday ?** " I am 
quite charmed with her I (faid I) and will think 
myfelf the happieft of mankind, if my demand is 
agreeable to you both.** " Of that you may be af- 
fured, he replied: noble as we are, we' will notdif- 
dain your alliance." " I am very glad (anfwered 
I) that you make no difficulty in receiving a ple- 
beian for your brother-in-law: I efteem you the 
more on that account; and in fo doing, you fliew 
your good underflanding : but were you even fo 
vain as to refufe your filler's hand to any body 
but a gentleman, know, that I could fatisfy your 
pride : I have laboured twenty years under the rai- 
nift^r; and tlie King, to recompenfe the fervices 
which I have done the (late, has gratified me with 
letters of nobility, which you fhall fee.** So fa^-' 
ing, I took my patent out of the drawer, where it 
lay concealed, and prefented it to the gentleman, 
who read it attentively from beginning to end, 
\vith vaft fatisfadion. " This is ex^ceilent I faid. he, 
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Ti^lQring the papers : .Dorothea is yours.*' " And 
you, (qried I) may depend upon.Seraphina.*' 

TTiefe two marriages being thus reiblved upon, 
all that remained was^to know, if the brides would 
confeht with a good gt^ace^ for Don Juan and I, 
being equally delicate, did not intend to force their 
inclinations. That gentleman returned, therefore, 
to his caftle of Jutella, to prcpofe me to his filler ; 
and I aflenibled Scipio, Beatrice, and her daugh- 
ter, to communicate the converfation I had with 
that cavaher. Beatrice was for accepting him 
without hefitation ; and Seraphina, by her fiience, 
fhewed that flie was of her mother's opinion. As 
to the father, he was not indeed averfe to the 
m^tch, but exprefled fome uneafinefs about the 
dowry, which, he faid, muft be given to the gen- 
demanj whofe caftle had fuch preffing need of re- 
pairs. I ftopt Scipio's mouth, telling him, that af- 
fair concerned me, and that I would mak# a pre- 
feat to my god daughter, of four thoufand piftoles 
for her portion. 

Don Juan returning that very evening, ** Your 
affairs (faid I to himj fucceed to a miracle : I wifli 
mine may be in no worfe condition." *' They are 
alfo on an excellent footing, (he rephed) Ihad no 
occafioh to employ authority to obtain Dorothea's 
confent : your perfon is to her liking, and fhe is 
pleaxcd with your behaviour. You was apprehen- 
five of your being difagreeable to her; and (he is 
more jiiftly afraid, that having nothing but her 
heart arid hand to offer — r-/* '* What more would 
I have I cried I, in a tranfport of joy: fince the 
charming Dorothea has no reluctance to unite 
her. fate with mine, I afk no more: I am rich 
enough to marry her without a portion, and the 
p^ffeffion of her alone will crown iriy wilhe:> I" 

Don Juan and I, very well pleafed with having 
"5 r.^)?^ought 
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brought matters happily fo /ar, refolved to hafttfl 
our nuptials, by. fupprcfling all fuperfluous cent- 
n onies. I brought this gentleman and Seraphina's 
. parents together ; and after they had agreed upon 
the conditions of the marriage, Jbe took his leare, 
promifing to return next day wfra Dorothea. The 
defire I had of appearing agreeable to that lady, j 
made me employ three good hours, at leaft, inad- 
jufting and adornizing myfelf ; and yet, for sdl 
that, I could not make myfelf pleafed with my 
dwiii perfon. It is only a pleafure for a young mail i 
to prepare himfclf for vifiting his miftrefs ; but to\ 
one who begins to grow old, it is quite a &tigue. j 
However, I was more happy than I deferved to be. 

When next I law Bon Juafi's lifter, Ihe regarded 
me with fuch a favourable eye, that I imagined 
myfelf Hill good for fomething. J had a loilg con- 
verfation with her; was charmed with her difpofi- < 
tion ; aVid concluded, that with delicate behaviour, 
and a great deal of complaifance, I Ihould becomef 
a beloved fpoufe. Elevated with this agreeable 
hope, I fent to Valencia for two notaries, who drew 
up the conttad of marriage; then we had recourfc ' 
to the curate of Patema, who. came to Lirias, and • 
married Don Juan and me to our miftreffes. 

Thijs, for a fecond time, did 1 light the torch of 
Hymen, and had no cauf€ to repent my conduft. 
Pcirotiitia, like a virtuous wife, made a pleafure of | 
her duty ; and fenfible of my care to anticipate her j 
defires toon attached hcrftlf to me as much as if 1 1 
had been a young man On the other hand, DoA ! 
Juan and my g<xl' daughter were inflamed with I 
mutual ardour; and, what is very Angular, the j 
two Ijllcrs tn-law conceived the moft pafiionatc * 
and Sincere tViendihip for one another. As for my ; 
part, 1 tbuiid lo many good qnaUties in my brother-^ 
'n-iaw^ th.it L tclt m^ "^k^^^O^vaimMvci: and he | 
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did not repay it with ingratitude. In fliort, the 
union that reign *d among ua was Aich, that in the 
evening, when ^ve parted only till next day, that 
feparation was not performed without pain ; fo 
that of the two families, we refolved to make one, 
which fliould live fometimes at the caftle of Liriis, 
and fometimes at that of Jutelia, which, for this 
piirpofe, received great reparations, by the help of 
his Excellency*s piftoles. 

I have for three^years, gentle reader, led a deli- 
cioiislife with people whom I love fo much; and 
to crown^hy felicity, heaven has bleffed me with 
two children, whom I pioufly believe to be my 
own, ^nd whofe education fhaU be the amufement 
of my old age^ 
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